
Notes of Market Working Group meeting 

Thursday, 24th September 2026 

 

Present: Rob Sexton (RS), Bertie Rawlings (BR), David Hayler (DH) Steve Craddock 

(SC), Wanda Bussell (WB) 

Apologies: Caroline Kolek (CK) and Gordon Martin (GM) 

   

Discussion: 

• Notes of last meeting (27th August 2026) agreed.  

• Matters arising:   

o BR reported on the barriers that had been purchased as a trial.  Deemed not 

suitable as they are not very visible / durable (therefore not H&S compatible), 

and take up excessive amount of room in the van; issues re storage etc.   Agreed 

BR to purchase trial cone toppers to replace previous unsuccessful 

purchase.     

o He reported conversations with EDDC re use of Lloyds Bank triangle.  EDDC 

not forthcoming with alternative to application for each event and payment of 

fee.  RS said he had stressed the need for asset transfer at last council meeting.  

o RS stated he had obtained email addresses from most shops on south side of 

High Street, and all traders thought it was a good idea to email them re events 

coming up.  BR said could be problems with GDPR and already had some 

addresses.   

• Update on last month’s markets 

o BR reported 9, 4 (rain), 7 and 5 stalls on Tuesdays, and 15, 15 and 13 on 

Saturdays.  No leavers or new traders, but venison seller did well and is 

returning monthly.  DH had gained agreement from both Family Church and 

WBW solicitors about using their land for stalls.  RS suggested providing free 

pitches there with a view to extending the market – For discussion at Town 

Management Committee. Also suggested a large banner / sign in Lace Walk 

car park directing visitors to the market through WBW car park.  RS reported 

that Tilleys bakers interested in having doughnut stall outside their shop, and 4 

or 5 traders might join him.  BR to approach him and make efforts to open 

up those pitches. 

• Apple Day 

o Due to being too late with application, no use of Lloyds triangle possible.  Apple 

bobbing and Simon Atherton’s apple press will now be at front of St Pauls.   

o Two posters produced and circulated, one for the day generally and one for the 

apple pie competition.   

o BR reported difficulty encouraging traders to sell apple related products.  

Fowlers declined.  He has obtained large tub for apple bobbing. 

o RS has ordered 40 toffee apples, for sale at £1.50 each.  Also obtained rosettes 

for winners of apple pie competition, down to 6th place. 



o DH tried Honiton Garden Centre re apple trees; unable to assist. Wholesalers 

too far away and want haulage charges.  BR to speak to James at Combe 

Garden Centre. 

• Halloween Market 

o RS and BR to obtain appropriate bunting and decorations for potentially 

15 stalls – agreed by Town Clerk.  RS reported cheap items at Home Bargains 

but want to use local shop if possible.   

o   BR said he had contacted several face painters, but some want £100 fee.  RS 

said he anticipated them charging individual customers, not free service.  BR to 

obtain services on that basis if possible.  He had also spoken to someone who 

does tarot card readings – to be booked if possible.   

o Stall needed to be manned by Councillors on 24th and 31st October to sell tickets 

for children’s disco. Can be used to promote other issues / events. 

o Comms Officer to produce appropriate advertising. 

• Xmas Market 

o DH has provided details of food retailers to BR.  These will be outside Costas, 

not across the road from St Pauls, to avoid people having to cross the road.   

o Discussed ‘light tunnel’ at entrance to Mackarness Hall; agreed to have line of 

lights rather than a gazebo, with lights over the banner.   

• Entertainment 

o RS reported the cost of ‘Busk Stop’ signs would be £105 + VAT from Taylors 

Signs.  Agreed to seek authority to purchase 2 at this stage.  

o (Sec. note:  It has been pointed out that the introduction of these signs could 

constitute Council involvement in provision of buskers, which is contrary to 

Council policy and the handbook) 

• Other Future Initiatives 

o DH suggested a garden show, with sales and competitions, and craft 

demonstrations, such as wool spinning.  (Sec note:  this could be extended to all 

local traditional crafts, such as lace making, pottery etc).  Agreed to include 

sales at beginning of spring as part of Green Day, and competition later in 

season, using the Family Church frontage.  

o RS to produce calendar of events for 2027. 

• Review of Market PIP 

o All actions reviewed – good progress being made on most.   

 

 

Date of Next Meeting: Thursday, 29th October 2026, at 6pm.   

 


