AGENDA ITEM 12

Town Management and Green and Open Spaces Committee

5 October 2026

Night Bus

Purpose of Report
For the Committee to RECEIVE an update on the provision of a Night Bus.
Recommendation:

Committee is asked to APPROVE the proposed survey in conjunction with Ottery St
Mary Town Council.

Background

1. Full Council in March 2026 considered a request to introduce a Night Bus to
Honiton (FC 9.3.26 Night Bus).

2. Committee RESOLVED to a. express its interest in establishing a Night Bus to
Honiton and b. support an application for funding of a Night Bus Exeter-Ottery
St Mary-Honiton.

Report

3. Further discussions with Ottery St Mary Town Council and Devon and Cornwall
Police have now been undertaken.

4. Having looked at the average number of passengers using the other 4 Exeter
buses, it has been estimated that between 30-40 passengers per night would
use the OSM/Honiton bus. The anticipated age range is 18+ and it is
considered that the buses provide a reliable and safe means of transport into
the early hours for those enjoying a night out or using it to travel to/from work
in the evening and night time economy.

5. Devon and Cornwall Police has advised that analysis has been conducted in
terms of reported crime and ASB across the Devon towns/cities that the buses
were running comparing 2025 with 2024. Reported ASB fell by 1.59% and
reported crime by 8.59%. In addition, drink driving also fell by 17% across the
force. Devon and Cornwall Police attribute the scheme for having some impact
on the reduction in figures.

6. Funding is available from the Office of Police and Crime Commissioners
although the budget for the night bus 2026/27 has already been set based on
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the costs of the existing 10 routes in Devon and 2 in Cornwall. It has been
suggested that if more funding is provided by other Councils and partners, the
OPCC budget could be freed up to support new routes. However, it is
anticipated that long term funding should be considered and agreed, bearing in
mind that the OPCC funding may not exist in the future and to ensure the long
term viability of a Night Bus to Honiton and OSM.

7. The annual cost of a Night Bus is estimated at £18k (assuming no fare paying
passengers and no other funding). It is suggested that based on OSM and
Honiton’s populations that this cost be split £11k to Honiton and £7k OSM. This
could be agreed in the budget 27/28.

8. OSM Town Council in April 2026 RESOLVED to investigate the provision of a
night bus further and for a public consultation to be undertaken to seek
residents’ views on whether such a service would be supported, used or
beneficial within the parish and to contact Honiton Town Council to confirm
whether to be included within the consultation.

9. Devon and Cornwall Police has offered to promote any survey through its
communications team.

10.0SM Town Council, Honiton Town Council and Devon and Cornwall Police
have put together the following survey:
Late-Night Bus Service Survey (Exeter — Ottery St Mary — Honiton) — Fill in form

11.Committee is asked to APPROVE the proposed survey in conjunction with
Ottery St Mary Town Council.

Name: Heloise Marlow
Post: Acting Town Clerk
Month year: October 2026


https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.cloud.microsoft%2FPages%2FResponsePage.aspx%3Fid%3D402yMuNA8Uu7hvZEninM-sF13S65BEJKpcooPehlnb9UOVBOVlJZN1BGQzlZMVc5SlQ5NTZRN1NNNC4u&data=05%7C02%7CActingTownClerk%40honiton.gov.uk%7Cbb652f1103c0453ee9e608df1e1baef6%7Cea790e47d8284d99a63029a4456a3429%7C0%7C0%7C639262777058974168%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FPHn18PhYzgoDWbIXYCjeEj2GB95AoZJ5csoX%2Fs1LQY%3D&reserved=0

