AGENDA ITEM 10

Town Management and Green and Open Spaces Committee

5 October 2026

Devon Highways Update: ENQ262002798

Purpose of Report

For the Committee to RECEIVE an update on the provision of a traffic mirror at
Clapper Lane

Recommendation:

Committee is asked to NOTE the report and to RESOLVE no further action.

Background

1.

At Town Management & Green and Open Spaces Committee meeting on 11t
August 2026,the Committee RESOLVED to Delegate further investigation into
the proposal to install a traffic mirror at Clapper Lane to the Acting Town Clerk
(in consultation with the Chair and Deputy Chair of the Town Management and
Green & Open Spaces Committee further to Devon County Council’s advice
that traffic mirrors were not allowed on the public highway because experience
showed that mirrors can increase safety risks, which include:

e Reflecting light and interfering with a driver’s vision

e Reducing the ability to judge an oncoming vehicle’s speed

e Creating an unreasonable dependence on the mirror
In addition, DCC advised that if mirrors are dirty, they can distort or restrict the
view. They are also an easy target for vandals. (26/09/TM/GO).

Report

2. Further investigation has now been undertaken, and any installation would

need to comply with the following:

e The mirror, bracket, and frame must remain entirely within the private
boundary of the property. If any part of the unit overhangs a public
pavement or street, it can be classified as an illegal obstruction or sign,
and the local council can remove it and charge for the costs of removal.

« On private property, formal planning permission is generally not
required for standard traffic mirrors under 1 metre in diameter mounted
below 2 metres in height. However, if the property is in a Conservation
Area or is a Listed Building, the local planning authority would need to
be consulted
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e It should cause no danger to any other road user. Possible issues
could be as follows:
i. Weather Blindness: Rain droplets, morning frost, thick fog, or
condensation will regularly coat the surface, rendering the mirror
completely useless or dangerously misleading during bad weather
ii. Distorted Depth Perception: Convex traffic mirrors broaden the field
of view but distort the perceived speed and distance of oncoming
traffic. Drivers frequently assume a vehicle is much further away than it
actually is
iii. Dangerous Glare: The mirror can catch sunlight during the day or
headlights at night, dazzling or temporarily blinding drivers passing by
or trying to pull out.
lv. False Sense of Security: Drivers can become overly reliant on the
mirror. Because mirrors have a restricted angle, smaller road users like
pedestrians, children, and cyclists often disappear entirely from the
reflection

o It should have permission of the property owner to erect/install and the
property owner should consult his/her insurers in the first instance to
check for any liability issues, or whether the Council’'s insurance will
cover any claims eg if a driver misjudges traffic using the mirror and
causes a collision, as this could result in a claim for negligence. No
costs or liability would be passed onto DCC as the Highway Authority

« Anyone installing a traffic mirror may be liable if an incident occurs that
can be related to the installation

e If a mirror causes problems for road users, DCC could have the right to
have it removed and charge for the cost of removal.

3. Whilst the likely property on which the mirror would need to be installed is not
in a Conservation Area or is listed, permission would need to be obtained from
the property owner. In addition, it is likely that any mirror would overhang the
public highway, namely Clapper Lane and as such would not be permitted in
view of Devon County Council’s response to the original enquiry.

4. In view of the above, the recommendation is not to pursue the matter further.

5. Committee is asked to NOTE the report and RESOLVE no further action.
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