AGENDA ITEM 14

Town Management and Green & Open Spaces Committee

5 October 2026

Dowell Street Corner Wall

Purpose of Report

This report provides Committee with an update on work proposed to the Dowell Street
Corner retaining wall.

Recommendations:

Committee is asked to NOTE the report:

Background:

1.

This report follows earlier reports to Town Management Committee April 2025;
191501-Agenda_07.04.25.pdf, June 2025 195746-Agenda 02.06.25.pdf and August
2025, Item 7 TMC Dowell Street Corner Wall.pdf and October 2025 Item 6 TMC 6.10.25.

2. The Town Council owns the land at Dowell Street corner, which includes a small
amenity space and there is an adjoining retaining wall.

3. The budget for Dowell Street corner 26/27 is £20k. Full Council on 8 June 2026
RESOLVED to earmark £75,000 for works to Dowell Street Corner (26/68). This is
in addition to the £20k budget for 26/27.

4. Full Council March 2026 RESOLVED to award the contract for construction at the
Dowell Street retaining wall (25/277).

Report

5. As part of the tender and contract awarded the Contractor was due to obtain the

relevant permissions and consents.

. East Devon District Council has issued a Certificate of Lawful Development

26/1214/CPL 10t August 2026 confirming that the construction of a retaining wall in
front of, and to support, the existing wall is lawful development.

Building Control has confirmed that the works do not require Building Control
approval.


https://www.honiton.gov.uk/_UserFiles/Files/_Agendas/191501-Agenda_07.04.25.pdf
https://www.honiton.gov.uk/_UserFiles/Files/_Agendas/195746-Agenda_02.06.25.pdf
https://www.honiton.gov.uk/Sites/2819/_UserFiles/Files/Item%207%20TMC%20%20Dowell%20Street%20Corner%20Wall.pdf
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8. The Acting Town Clerk and Maintenance met with the contractor 29" September
2026.

9. Now that the relevant planning permission has been obtained, the contractor will be
providing Council with its final design to include finishes to the new wall.

10.1t is anticipated that the final design will be provided to Full Council October 2026 for
approval.

11.0nce approved, the contractor anticipates a start date of 1.11.26 with a completion
date of 18.12.26. EDDC has confirmed that parking spaces in Lace Walk car park
can be hired for a works compound and DCC Highways has provisionally agreed to
a temporary closure of the footpath.

12.HTC is in contact with the owners of adjoining properties who have been kept
informed of developments and who will be provided with a copy of the final design
once this has been approved by Full Council.

13.The contract awarded requires that a Structural Engineer certifies the design and
construction. Originally the new wall was only to be built up to ground level of 161
High Street. However, the contractor obtained advice from a structural engineer the
new retaining wall should be built up to level with the existing retaining wall of 161
High Street. As this is additional work the contractor will be reviewing his tender offer
(26.1.26) to include a review of material costs.

14.Any change to the tender offer previously accepted by Full Council will be brought to
Full Council for agreement in October 2026.
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