AGENDA ITEM 7

Strategy, Economy, Tourism and Transitional Committee

7 October 2026

Neighbourhood Plan for Honiton

Purpose of Report

Thie report provides Committee with an update on a proposed Neighbourhood Plan for
Honiton

Recommendation

Committee is asked to RESOLVE to express an interest in making a Neighbourhood
Plan for Honiton and to DELEGATE to the Acting Town Clerk to investigate further the
process and costs required for a Neighbourhood Plan with a view to recommending a
budget for 2027/28 to Finance & Policy Committee.

Background

1. Neighbourhood Plans, introduced by the Localism Act, are planning documents
prepared by a local community to guide and shape development in the local area.
Neighbourhood Plans deal with local development issues, such as where new
homes and community buildings should go. They must focus on guiding
development rather than stopping it and need to be in general conformity with
national planning policy and local planning policies.

2. There is no obligation for a community to have a Neighbourhood Plan. EDDC's
Local Plan for these communities is used to determine planning applications.

3. In East Devon, Neighbourhood Plans are prepared by town and parish councils
working with the local community. Once drafted the Neighbourhood Plan has to be
approved by the local community by way of a referendum and as such community
involvement in the preparation of a plan is required.

4. The first step in the process is to have a designated Neighbourhood Plan area.

5. Neighbourhood Plans take significant time and work to prepare, especially as there
are statutory requirements which have to be met and the Neighbourhood Plan must
comply with national policy and the strategic policies of the local plan. EDDC’s
guidance advises that a NP will usually take around 2 years to produce.
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6. NP’s are used by EDDC to assist in the determination of planning applications.

7. The cost of producing a NP varies from parish to parish. The maijority of the costs
fall to the Town Council. EDDC would fund the referendum.

8. EDDC will also provide technical advice and support. EDDC also has to agree the
composition and designate neighbourhood forums, agree the boundary of the area
to be covered by the Neighbourhood Plan, organise the independent examination
of the NP, arrange and fund the referendum and then formally adopt the NP and
bring it into force.

Report

9. Honiton Town Council started the process of delivering a NP in 2015. A request
was made for the parish of Honiton to be designated as a neighbourhood area and
this designation was approved on 26 August 2015.

10.A NP Working Group was set up made up of Councillors and members of the public.

11.Whilst a public survey was carried out, interest from the public and Councillors
waned and subsequently the Earmarked Reserve allocated to a Neighbourhood
Plan was removed as was the annual budget.

12.Honiton Town Council has in the past been advised that whilst EDDC no longer
provide any grant funding for Neighbourhood Plans, it has retained its NP Officer
and the Acting Town Clerk has arranged an informal meeting to discuss the process
with that officer on 15t October 2026.

13.1t is the case that a made NP would increase the proportion of Neighbourhood CIL
that the Town Council would receive from developments in the area from 15% to
25%.

14.1t has also been suggested that Honiton’s NP could relate only to a few key local
issues and priorities instead of covering as many NPs do, all land use planning
matters. This approach could mean that the process would be less onerous than
expected.

15.There is no budget in the 26/27 Budget for a Neighbourhood Plan and one would
need to be allocate in the 27/28 Budget should Council RESOLVE to proceed.
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16.Committee is asked to RESOLVE to express an interest in making a Neighbourhood
Plan for Honiton and to DELEGATE to the Acting Town Clerk to investigate further the
process and costs required for a Neighbourhood Plan with a view to recommending a
budget for 2027/28 to Finance & Policy Committee.

Name: Heloise Marlow
Post: Acting Town Clerk
Month Year: October 2026



