
On behalf of Mr John Burgess, Mrs Howe asked the following question: 

The schedule of payments for April (item 18) shows an HR expenditure for March of 

£4978.74.  What was this payment for? 

Response from Cllr Carrigan 

This was a payment to HR Services, the Council’s HR advisors in respect of an 

independent Appeal hearing. Cllr Zarczynski confirmed that this was an appeal 

hearing in respect of a previous employee. 

Question asked by Mrs Howe on behalf of Mr John Burgess 



Mrs Howe asked the following questions: 

1. Whilst the standing committees must remain in existence, are the number on

Committees limited which would prevent any of the new Cllrs being able to join a

Committee?

Response from Cllr Zarczynski 

Whilst there was a limit on Committee numbers prior to 2017, currently any Cllr can 

join any Committee subject to Full Council approval apart from the HR Committee 

which is made up from the Chairs of Committees. 

2. Would it be sensible to defer the appointments as set out in agenda items 16 and

17 until after the new Cllrs are elected?

Response from Cllr Zarczynski  

As these were agenda items that would be discussed later in the meeting. 

Question asked by Mrs Howe



 Mrs S Sexton asked the following questions 

1a.  Why is it that the G7 countries can hold face-to-face meetings, but Honiton 
Town Council insist on a Zoom meeting even after 17th May, when they could quite 
adequately comply with Government guidelines by using the facilities at the Beehive, 
which implements Covid safe protocols?   

Response from Cllr Zarczynski 

HTC does not have the same resources.  HTC first noted DALC’s advice in this 

matter at its meeting 8.2.21 and then decided on the date of the Annual Council at its 

meeting 8.3.21. The decision to hold the Annual Council meeting followed DALC 

advice and is in line with other local councils, the majority of whom have already had 

their meetings. The decision was upheld at Full Council on 26.4.21.  The first 

meeting of Full Council after the May 2021 local Elections must be face to face and 

in public and will therefore be as soon as a venue permits and is available to comply 

with Covid-19 restrictions and venue rules. He had discussed this fully with the Town 

Clerk and they are looking at possible venues for the next meeting.  

1b.  Why are the present group of Councillors voting on the appointment of the 
Mayor and Deputy Mayor, and key positions on committees, 2 days before the Town 
Council elections being held on 6th May, after which there would be a bigger pool of 
people from which to choose.  Could it be that they do not wish to allow the incoming 
Councillors to have any say in the matter?  This is particularly pertinent as the 
normal protocol when an election is due is to take these key decisions after the 
election.  A deferment now would avoid the need for a subsequent challenge to what 
would be premature decisions, thereby avoiding conflict between sitting Councillors 
and those who are newly appointed.   

Response from Cllr Zarczynski 

The Mayor is always elected at the Annual Council Meeting and Members have 

followed DALC’s advice in relation to this. Once elected the new Cllrs would have the 

opportunity to join any of the committees and working groups.  The election of Chairs 

and Deputy Chairs of Committees would take place at the first meeting of each 

Committee. No Chairs of Committees would be elected at tonight’s meeting. 

Cllr McNally referred to the recent court case regarding remote attendance of 

meetings, the outcome of which had not been known at the time the Council 

resolved to have the annual meeting on the 4 May.  Councillors have followed the 

law and DALC’s advice throughout and once elected any new Cllr will have the 

opportunity to join the Council’s committees, but they cannot do so until they have 

been elected and have signed the relevant forms. She viewed Mrs Sexton’s 

questions as confrontational and unfair when the existing Cllrs would be welcoming 

the new Cllrs to be elected. 

Mrs Sexton thanked Cllr McNally but reiterated that by having the annual meeting 2 

days before an election, the perception was that the existing Cllrs were trying to 

hijack the positions.  She apologised if Cllr McNally felt her question was full of 

conflict as she was merely trying to put forward a solution that by deferring some of 

Question asked by Mrs Sexton



these decisions, this would be more welcoming for the new Cllrs as they would then 

be fully involved in those decisions. 
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