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HONITON TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Town Management Advisory Committee held on

Tuesday 27th March 2012 
Present

Cllr David Foster (Chair)

Honiton Town Council

Cllr Les Bayliss


Honiton Town Council

Mr Mike Brown


Devon County Council Highways

Cllr Roy Coombs

Honiton Town Council

Cllr Paul Diviani


Devon County Council
In attendance

Mrs Sarah Jenkins 

Deputy Town Clerk

12/12
Apologies for absence

Apologies were received from Sgt Burrow; Mr Hellier (HA); Cllr Farnham (HTC); Mr Lacey (EDDC); Mr Ovenden (DCC); Cllr Randall-Johnson (DCC); Mr Richardson-Dawes (DCC); Cllr Tirard (HTC); Mr Walcott (EDDC); Cllr Zarczynski (HTC)

12/13
Declarations of interest from Town Councillors

Cllr Coombs (P) – Footpath co-ordinator 
12/14
Matters arising from the Minutes dated 24 January 2012 not forming part of the agenda

The Deputy Town Clerk reported back on the following items:
12/05 – Keep clear signs on the road in front of Marwood House – the Deputy Town Clerk advised that, following discussion of this matter with the Highways Agency at previous meetings, the owner of Marwood House had agreed to provide further information detailing the problem.  On receipt of this, the matter would once again be taken up with the Highways Agency.

12/06 – Retention of material from the water channel following planning permission 11/1982/FUL – the Deputy Town Clerk had written to the owner of the property to request that the Town Council be notified as soon as work commenced, in order to arrange for the storage of any material removed from the water channel.

12/07 – Order for Gardiners Lane – an objection to the order had been lodged on the grounds of the narrow width of the path in places.
12/07 – DMR – the consultation is expected to start at the end of March/beginning of April.
12/07 – FP7 – the Deputy Town Clerk advised that Ward Members had agreed in principle to the transfer of £3,000 of Locality funding and that £1,000 had been set aside by the Town Council.  The works to the footpath would now be led by DCC and Mr Brown requested that the Town Council forward its proposals to him.

12/07 – FP22 – the Deputy Town Clerk had followed up this matter with EDDC, however, to date no response has been received.  Cllr Diviani agreed to look into the situation.

12/08 – HLF for The Glen – a response to the Town Council’s enquiry is still awaited from EDDC.

12/10 – Traffic Management Plan – the first meeting of the working group had taken place.
12/15
To review matters specifically relating to the Police
CCTv in the town centre

The Deputy Town Clerk advised that the contractor is due to undertake maintenance work on the system.  It is anticipated that the Town Council will be seeking an alternative contractor.
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12/16
To review matters specifically relating to Devon County Council
Update on road maintenance/pothole repairs
Mr Brown reported on the road maintenance programme, including in outlying parishes and confirmed that the Programme Delivery Team will be carrying out all necessary works.
Mr Brown also advised that a new Parish Lengthsman’s programme would be available from 1st April.  Mr Brown agreed to provide details of the criteria for the Lengthsman’s work together with the specific localities for Honiton.

Mr Brown confirmed that the next visit of the Lengthsman would be 24th to 30th May.   Details of work required to be done should be submitted by the Town Council to Mr Brown prior to this date.

Progress on loading bay for New Street and new High Street parking signage to accommodate the Thursday Market

Mr Brown advised that there is still no progress with the traffic order.

The Deputy Town Clerk raised the issue of the loading bay outside St Paul’s Church and queried the lack of notice to indicate that it is also a coach dropping off point.  Mr Brown agreed to speak to Ms Pitchford (DCC) to check the wording of the traffic order and to report back.

Progress on handrail on the corner of Marlpits Lane

Mr Brown advised that this work is now quite imminent.
Progress on crossing improvements on Battishorne Way

The vehicle activated signs are now in place.  The Deputy Town Clerk advised that the Police had queried the positioning of the signs on the same side of the carriageway.  Mr Brown agreed to look into the matter and report back on the reasons for the position.

Mr Brown advised that the order for the dropped kerbs is currently with the Programme Delivery Team.

Cllr Diviani stressed that, due to the length of time taken to implement the above measures, they should be given high priority in the new financial year.

High Street maintenance – blocked drains

Mr Brown advised that the drains on the High Street had been jetted for a second time.  The effectiveness would not be known until there is sufficient rainfall.

With regard to maintenance of the water channel, Mr Brown advised that Devon County Council Highways is responsible for clearance west from Dowell Street as this is a highways safety matter due to the potential for flooding.  Other areas of the water channel are the responsibility of East Devon District Council Streetscene.  The Deputy Town Clerk was asked to raise the issue with Cllr O’Leary to ensure that the water channel remains clear of debris.
12/17 To review bus services
Town bus – Pine Grove/Turnpike
Cllr Coombs reported that he had monitored the town bus as agreed and confirmed that the bus is using Turnpike rather than Pine Grove as timetabled, resulting in passengers possibly being disadvantaged.  The Deputy Town Clerk was instructed to raise the matter again with DCC and to forward the photographs taken by Cllr Coombs, with copies of correspondence to Cllr Diviani.

Signed Chair
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Bus service from rural hinterland

The lack of bus services from outlying villages was discussed with particular reference to service 387 and people wishing to shop in Honiton and unable to do so.  Cllr Diviani reported that EDDC has recently provided financial support for TRIP which could possibly be utilised to improve such services.
Cllr Coombs declared a personal interest and advised that route 387 provides a very limited service to Otterhead which detracts from visitor enjoyment.  The Deputy Town Clerk was instructed to raise the matter with TRIP to see if it would be possible to address these issues.
12/18 To close the meeting
Cllr Coombs raised the issue of Dog Control Orders.  The Chairman advised that this matter was not on the agenda as it had been discussed at the last meeting of the Town Council and action had been agreed.

The Chairman closed the meeting at 3.15pm.
Signed Chair
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