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HONITON TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Town Management Advisory Committee held on

Tuesday 24th January 2012 
Present

Cllr David Foster (Chair)

Honiton Town Council

Cllr Les Bayliss


Honiton Town Council

Mr Mike Brown


Devon County Council Highways

Sgt Martin Burrow

Devon & Cornwall Police

Cllr Roy Coombs

Honiton Town Council

Mr Steve Hellier


Highways Agency

Mr John Lacey


East Devon District Council Parking Services
Cllr John O’Leary

East Devon District Council

Cllr Liz Tirard


Honiton Town Council

Mr Eddie Walcott

East Devon District Council Parking Services

In attendance

Mrs Sarah Jenkins 

Deputy Town Clerk

12/01
Apologies for absence

Apologies were received from Cllr Farnham (HTC); Mr Ovenden (DCC); Cllr Pavey (HTC); Cllr Zarczynski (HTC)

12/02
Declarations of interest from Town Councillors

None received.
12/03
Matters arising from the Minutes dated 23 November 2011 not forming part of the agenda

There were no matters arising.

12/04
To review matters specifically relating to the Police
CCTv in the town centre

Sgt Burrow advised that there are no current issues.

Speeding issues

Sgt Burrow advised that there is nothing to report.
Road Closures for events – Sport Relief Mile

It was reported that correspondence had been received from the Honiton Running Club regarding the organisation of the Sport Relief Mile on Sunday 25th March 2012. It was noted that the Running Club anticipate that the event will take place between 10.30am and 1.30pm.  Sgt Burrow confirmed that the organisers of the event must apply to Devon County Council Highways for road closures and traffic diversion signs and must provide trained staff to man the event.  Mr Brown advised that should Dowell Street be closed for such an event, as it is an HGV route, a diversion suitable for HGVs would be required.  Mr Brown further advised that the organisers of the event should contact Ms Amanda Pitchford at Devon County Council Highways.
12/05
To review matters specifically relating to the Highways Agency
Signage on the A30 relating to A373

Mr Hellier confirmed that details of the size of the signage had been agreed with Mr Paul Wilson (DCC) and that the matter is progressing.

Signed Chair
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Advertising on trunk roads

Signage on the bypass in the vicinity of Dream Lodge has been removed.  The matter of signage on private land in the vicinity of Newcott is being pursued through the planning process.  There was concern over the ongoing parking of Cars4Cash vehicles in various locations.  The Deputy Town Clerk reported that East Devon District Council Enforcement is aware of the issue but had advised that since the vehicles are road legal no further action can be taken.  The Deputy Town Clerk was requested to raise the issue again with Enforcement.
Keep Clear signs on road in front of Marwood House

Mr Hellier advised that Highways Agency would be unlikely to progress this matter as it could set a precedent, create a knock on effect for traffic on Monkton Road and the High Street and could be cost prohibitive.  It was reported that difficulties for traffic turning right into Marwood House are currently causing a knock on effect.  Mr Hellier advised that further investigation could be undertaken if a case for the signage, strengthened by further evidence, could be made.  The Deputy Town Clerk was instructed to follow up the matter.

Progress with replacing worn carriageway markings

Mr Hellier confirmed that worn carriageway markings would be replaced as part of the works programme in the spring.

Visibility splay at Stopgate
Mr Hellier confirmed that the visibility splay at Stopgate had recently been cut back and visibility now improved.  Mr Hellier further advised that the cost of additional improvements would be too high and there is no accident record to support a case for alterations.
Bus stops on Monkton Road

Mr Hellier confirmed that bus stop flags are now in place.

Mr Hellier left the meeting

12/06  To review matters specifically relating to Devon County Council

Loading bay for New Street
New High Street Parking signage to accommodate the Thursday Market
Mr Brown advised that the traffic orders for both items are currently being processed by Devon County Council.
Handrail on corner of Marlpits Lane

Mr Brown advised that he is currently waiting for the contractors to progress the installation.  Traffic safety measures may be necessary to protect contractors during the works.
Crossing improvements on Battishorne Way

Mr Brown confirmed that the order for the traffic signs is now with the contractor and that funding which was previously allocated for the signs would now be used to install the dropped kerbs.  Mr Brown would be available to meet with Councillors for a site visit and the Deputy Town Clerk was instructed to liaise with Councillors and Mr Brown to arrange a date.
Ms Jill Wheller and Ms Amanda Lindfield  (East Devon District Council Dog Warden) joined the meeting

Town Bus route and timetable

With regard to the query concerning the yellow lines in Pine Grove and the re-routing of the town bus along Turnpike, Mr Ovenden had confirmed by email that he had passed the matter on to Stagecoach and taken measures to ensure that the town bus is run as per the timetable.  Cllr Coombs agreed to monitor the situation.
Signed Chair
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High Street maintenance

Cllr Foster reported that problems with blocked drains are continuing and that it is not thought that this is caused by the South West Water storm drain capacity.  Mr Brown advised that the drains had previously been jetted through to the storm drains but that he would arrange for the procedure to be undertaken again.
Northcote Lane – possible extension to public footway

The issue had been referred to the Town Management Advisory Committee by the Planning Committee arising from a planning application for 4A Northcote Lane.  Mr Brown advised that an extension to the footway is unlikely to be considered unless it has been properly assessed.  Cllr Coombs referred to a planning condition for a footway and it was agreed to refer the matter back to the Planning Committee for further investigation.
Access to public open space at Waterleat Avenue

Following discussion at the previous meeting, Cllr Coombs referred those present to a letter from the Devon County Council Local Services Officer dated 30 October 2003.  Mr Brown advised that the letter refers to the building of the estate and that as this had now been concluded and adopted no further action could be taken.  

Retention of material from water channel following planning permission 11/1982/FUL

Cllr Tirard declared a personal interest
Mr Brown advised that, following the grant of planning permission, it is a matter for the Town Council to arrange for storage of material removed from the water channel.

12/07
To review issues relating to Honiton’s public rights of way

Progress with DMR and user evidence surveys
Cllr Foster reported that he, Cllr Pavey and Cllr Harman had offered to help with user evidence surveys.  Cllr Foster further advised that without Councillors volunteering to help, the user evidence surveys could not be undertaken.
Mr Brown would provide a map of walkways setting out the current position which would assist with planning surveys.

Cllr Coombs reported that an objection has been lodged to the order for Gardiners Lane and the Deputy Town Clerk was requested to look into the nature of the objection.
Installation of new bollard/gating on FP7 by Railway Inn
Mr Brown confirmed that a bollard rather than fencing will be installed.
FP7 resurfacing problems by private road at eastern end

Cllr Foster reported that the Town Clerk is liaising with Devon County Council ward members regarding funding in order to resolve the matter.

FP22 progress with works

The Deputy Town Clerk advised that she is awaiting an update on progress with remedial works from East Devon District Council.
12/08  To review matters specifically relating to East Devon District Council
Proposed changes to Dog Control Orders

The Chairman thanked Ms Wheller and Ms Lindfield for attending.  Ms Wheller outlined the background to the need to make changes to the dog orders.  Changes are proposed to the dog orders for The Glen and Chestnut Way – Laburnum Avenue/Hayne Lane.
Signed Chair
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Discussion on The Glen highlighted the fact that the area known as the Glen Park is currently not a dog on lead area and that this could be contributing to the instances of dog fouling on footpaths in The Glen which are dog on leads areas.  It was reported that damage to trees is being caused by dogs off leads.  
Cllr Coombs advised that some of the information on dog orders for Honiton on the EDDC website is incorrect.  It was agreed that Cllr Coombs would prepare a list of errors and that it would be recommended to the Town Council to approve and submit the list to East Devon District Council.

Ms Wheller and Ms Lindfield left the meeting

Woodhill View

It was reported that the Town Clerk had raised the issue of the lack of response to the Town Council’s freedom of information request with the Chief Executive of East Devon District Council.

HLF for The Glen

Cllr Coombs reported that discussions had previously taken place as to whether funding for restoration and maintenance of the Higher Glen could be obtained.  As the land is owned by East Devon District Council, any application for funding would need to be made by the landowner.  The Deputy Town Clerk was instructed to look into the matter to ascertain the current position.
12/09  To discuss progress on reviewing the town’s cycle ways

There was no further progress to report.

12/10  To discuss progress on the Traffic Management Plan for Honiton

Cllr Foster advised that the first meeting of the working group would be held on Tuesday 28th February 2012 at 7pm and would be open to all Town Councillors.
12/11  To close the meeting
The Chairman closed the meeting at 4pm.

Signed Chair
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