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Honiton Town Council

Minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held at the Council Offices, New Street, Honiton on Tuesday 18th October 2011 
Members present

St Michael’s Ward



St Paul’s Ward

Cllr N J Cornwell



Cllr Mrs E Tirard (Chairman)
Cllr D Foster




Cllr Miss V Ash
Cllr Mrs S Pavey



Cllr L Bayliss
Cllr J B Taylor




Cllr R E Coombs






Cllr J P Corke






Cllr Mrs V A Howard

In Attendance

Deputy Town Clerk

** Also District Councillor







11/129
To accept apologies for absence
Cllr Allen (P); Cllr Farnham (S); Cllr Groves (P); Cllr Halse (P); Cllr Harman (P); Cllr Whitlock (P); Cllr Zarczynski (S)
11/130
To confirm the Minutes of the Planning Committee held on 4th October 2011 
The minutes of the above meeting had been circulated.  They were approved and signed as a true record.
11/131
To receive declarations of interest in items on the agenda
Cllr Howard – Holyshute House (P)

With regard to application 11/2106/MFUL – Holyshute House - it was noted that Cllr Halse is an immediate neighbour
11/132
The following applications were considered, based on the information available. 

Participation of those Councillors who are also Members of the District Council in both the debate and subsequent vote is on the basis that the views expressed are preliminary views taking account of the information presently made available to the Town Council. The District Councillors reserve their final views 
on the application until they are in full possession of all the relevant arguments for and against. 

	11/2106/MFUL
The Chairman noted that letters of objection had been received from local residents.

The Town Council objects to this application for the following reasons:

Access/traffic

· Congestion and speeding on already busy Monkton Road

· Increased pollution in air quality management area due to increased volume of traffic

· Current difficulty in exiting Langford Rd onto Monkton Road due to volume of traffic 
· Current difficulty in exiting side roads onto Langford Road due to volume of traffic
Signed Chair

· The development will generate an additional 90 trips per day

· The Town Council questions why the existing exit onto Monkton Road cannot be used

· The Town Council questions the evidence provided which suggests that Holyshute Cottage (Tollhouse) must be demolished to increase visibility and contends that the problem is traffic volume and not visibility

The Town Council fully supports the objections and comments of local residents with regard to access and traffic issues.

Parking

· Already limited parking for local residents in Langford Road and surrounding roads

· Proposed 14 spaces for 41 apartments are not considered sufficient

· No designated parking space for emergency services

Privacy/overbearing

· Loss of trees would lead to loss of privacy in properties in Monkton Road and Langford Road

· Proposed building clearly exceeds the footprint of the existing building and would dominate the streetscene

Ecology

· Loss of trees protected by TPO

· Loss of wildlife habitat for various species

· Threat to bats known to be at the property
· Loss of open space (privately owned) and encroachment onto greenfield site due to increased building footprint

· No proposals for dealing with Holyshute Spring 

· Potential for increase in surface water due to loss of trees

Signed Chair

Visual impact

· Four storey frontage out of keeping and detrimental to amenity

· Loss of trees will exacerbate visual impact

· Proposed building will dominate the street scene

· Out of keeping with surrounding area

Overdevelopment

· Need for affordable housing for young people, not any more provision for the elderly

· Increased pressure on existing services eg. medical services

· The Town Council challenges the statement (4.12 Planning Statement) that no provision for affordable housing can realistically be made either on the site or as a financial contribution

Loss of non designated heritage asset

· The Town Council supports the comments of the Senior Conservation Officer in the pre-application discussion and objects to the demolition of both Holyshute House and Holyshute Cottage (Tollhouse)

· The outcome of the application to English Heritage for the listing of both Holyshute House and Holyshute Cottage is not known at the present time 
      and the Town Council urges 
      East Devon District Council 

      not to make a decision on the

      planning application prior to 
      the outcome of the listing

      application
· Loss of Honiton’s history

· The Town Council questions the statement that Holyshute House does not make a contribution to the street scene and notes that the property is clearly visible once the surrounding foliage has been shed
Signed Chair

· The Town Council notes that the applicant refers to Honiton’s history as a selling point whilst also wishing to demolish a part of that history

Health & Safety

· Safety concerns for pedestrians in Langford Road

· Wrong position for such a development as there are safety issues for pedestrians accessing town’s services

· Insufficient pavement width on Monkton Road to support electric buggies

Sustainability

· There are currently no bus stops on Monkton Road

· There is only one regular bus service which passes this location despite the numbers listed by the applicants

· Severe lack of services and facilities at the eastern end of Honiton

· It is a considerable distance including a steep hill from the proposed site to the doctors’ surgery which will generate additional car journeys 

The Town Council considers that the application is overwritten and makes misleading claims with regard to the ease of access to local facilities and services.  The Town Council unanimously supports the objections and comments of local residents which demonstrate detailed local knowledge.

Cllr Ash proposed that, should the application proceed to the Committee stage for determination, the Town Council attends and makes a presentation.  This was seconded by Cllr Pavey and WAS RESOLVED.
Signed Chair

11/2159/COU
The Chairman declared the meeting out of session

Mrs Garrod-Smith addressed the meeting

The Chairman declared the meeting back in session

It was noted that one letter of objection had been received.  

Cllr Corke, Cllr Howard, Cllr Ash, Cllr Coombs, Cllr Taylor & Cllr Tirard declared a personal interest as the objector is known to them.

The Town Council supports this application


	Churchill Retirement Living Ltd
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Mrs N Garrod-Smith

	Holyshute House, Monkton Road, Honiton EX14 1PZ
Construction of 41 sheltered housing apartments for the elderly with communal facilities, access, parking and landscaping

                    8 November 2011 

                      8 November 2011 

                       8 November 2011 

             8 November 2011 

165 High Street, Honiton 

EX14 1LQ
Change of use from adult amusement centre to tattoo studio (sui generis) with ancillary retail sales area

	11/2205/LBC
The Town Council supports this application
	Mrs N Garrod-Smith
	165 High Street, Honiton
EX14 1LQ

Insertion of internal portion wall; and door on ground floor



	11/2035/ADV

The Deputy Town Clerk was instructed to clarify with the Conservation Officer whether the proposed materials for the hanging sign are acceptable.  It was agreed to carry this item forward to the next meeting

	Barclays Bank plc
	106 High Street, Honiton 

EX14 1JW

1no individually lettered fascia sign and 1no hanging sign



	11/2039/LBC
It was agreed to carry this item forward to the next meeting
	Barclays Bank plc
	106 High Street, Honiton
EX14 1JW

1no individually lettered fascia sign and 1no hanging sign



	11/2214/FUL

The Town Council supports this application


	Mr N Faulkes
	4 The Pines, Honiton EX14 2JF
Construction of side extension

	11/2105/TRE
The Town Council objects to this application as it will create a precedent for work on an ancient line of trees and reduce the tree to below the height of other trees in the line

Signed Chair
	Mr D Hosegrove
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	8 Willow Walk, Honiton EX14 2FX
T1 Oak – Remove epicormic growth and thin remainder of canopy by 25% of leaf area, removing 1st and 2nd order branches.

                8 November 2011 

Pruning cuts to be around 5cm diameter, with some 10-12cm diameter cuts on a few larger branches



	11/2230/COU
Cllr Foster left the meeting

The Town Council objects to this application as the erection of the fence is considered to be intrusive and detrimental to the visual impact of the street scene


	Mr R Quin
	4A Northcote Lane, Honiton 
EX14 1NH

Retrospective application for change of use of amenity land to garden, erection of boundary fence and construction of steps


11/133
Notification of planning decisions and copy letters
· 11/1933/FUL – 44 Streamers Meadows, Honiton EX14 2DN – construction of porch – granted
· 11/1791/FUL – Gittisham Hill House, Sidmouth Road, Honiton EX14 3TY – alterations to access (revision to landscaping and tree management plan approved under conditions (application 10/1236/FUL) – granted

· 11/1791/FUL – email from the agent regarding the application proposals

· Notice of temporary prohibition of through traffic 31 October to 6 November 2011 Silver Street, Honiton

· Notice of temporary prohibition of through traffic 7 November to 13 November 2011 Northcote Lane, Honiton 

· Notice of temporary prohibition of through traffic 26 September to 6 October 2011 main road to Eveleigh Farm, Honiton

· 11/0727/FUL – 9 Mead View Road, Honiton EX14 2DR – notice of appeal.  It was agreed to carry this item forward to the next meeting for further discussion

11/134
To resolve to form a working group to prepare the Town Council’s response to the Devon County Council Green Infrastructure Strategy consultation 
Cllr Coombs proposed that a working group be formed to prepare the Town Council’s response to the Devon County Council Green Infrastructure Strategy consultation.  This was seconded by Cllr Taylor and WAS RESOLVED.  Cllr Coombs, Cllr Pavey and Cllr Taylor agreed to join the working group and the Deputy Town Clerk was instructed to contact Councillors not present with regard to joining the working group.
11/135
Close of meeting
The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.05pm.
Signed Chair
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