HONITON TOWN COUNCIL
RESPONSE TO THE PROPOSALS FOR NEW NEIGHBOURHOOD PLANNING REGULATIONS CONSULTATION

Question 1

1a

Agree

1b

Neither agree nor disagree

Comment:
It is unclear at this stage whether a community group may apply to be a neighbourhood forum where a parish/town council does exist but does not wish to form a neighbourhood plan and whether or not the council must first confirm that it does not intend to form a neighbourhood plan before a community group may apply to be designated as a neighbourhood forum.

Greater clarity is required as to whether a neighbourhood forum can co-exist with a parish/town council.

1c

Agree

1d

Agree

1e

Agree

1f

Agree

1g

Agree

1h

Agree

1i

Neither agree nor disagree

Comment:
As the scope of the consultation does not include details relating to a referendum it is not considered possible to comment.

1j

Neither agree nor disagree

Comment:
It is unclear whether the question relates to all of the regulations to specific procedures and conditions.

1k

Agree

1l

Neither agree nor disagree

Comment:
Greater clarity is required on the relationship between parish/town councils and other community organisations.

Question 2 (Referenda)

The Town Council supports the proposition that where possible a referendum should be combined with other elections that are within three months (before or after) the date on which a referendum could be held.  This would reduce unnecessary duplication and make best use of resources.
Once the neighbourhood plan has reached the referendum stage it has been through several stages of public consultation, met the criteria for submission to an independent examiner and been recommended by the examiner for a local referendum.  Whilst the Town Council supports the proposition for combining the referendum with others elections, it does not support a delay of up to six months.  Due to the considerable investment of time and resources in producing a neighbourhood plan, the plan should be approved and adopted as soon as is practicable.

Question 3 (Support measures)

The Town Council notes the considerable involvement of the Local Planning Authority at all stages of neighbourhood planning.  If Local planning Authorities are to fulfil the role of providing advice and support to communities on any aspect of neighbourhood planning then they should be properly resourced in terms of finance and staff, possibly by way of a dedicated neighbourhood planning officer funded by central Government.
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