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HONITON TOWN COUNCIL

AGENDA
Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Town Council held at the Town Council Offices on 

Monday 10 June 2013
Present

St Michael’s Ward




St Paul’s Ward

Cllr Mike Allen
**




Cllr Vivienne Ash
Cllr Nick Cornwell




Cllr Les Bayliss
Cllr Gary Elliot





Cllr Roy Coombs
Cllr David Foster




Cllr Peter Corke
Cllr Susan Groves




Cllr Vera Howard
Cllr Sharon Pavey




Cllr Lunt











Cllr Zarczynski

** Also EDDC Councillor


Prayers were given by Peter Robinson
In Attendance

Cllr Paul Diviani, Cllr John O’Leary, Cllr Phill Twiss.

Apologies received from Cllr Sara Randall-Johnson, DCC

2 Members of public

Town Clerk

13/85
To receive apologies for absence
Cllr Harman (P), Cllr Halse (P), Cllr Tirard (S), Cllr Whitlock (P), Cllr Taylor
13/86
To receive declarations of interest

Cllr Allen – Local Plan (EDDC Local Plan Panel) (P)

Cllr Cornwell – Community Complex Director (P)
Cllr Pavey – Friends of Beehive member (P)

Cllr Ash - Community Complex Director (P) and Friends of Beehive member (P)

13/87
Minutes of meeting held 13th May 2013 

The minutes, having previously been circulated, were amended to add Cllr Allen as second representative for Health and Care locality and Cllr Lunt as representative for Millennium Green and then approved and signed by the Chairman as a true record.

The Chairman declared the meeting out of session

13/88
To receive the Police Report

PCSO Mingo having introduced himself as the new PCSO provided a written report stating that there had been a total of 36 crimes between 13th May and 10th June. This compared to the same period last year of 72 crimes. The crimes included 5 assaults, 7 thefts, 2 burglaries, 1 vehicle interference, 6 criminal damage, 2 public order and 2 harassment. Other matters included dog on dog, sexual offence, communications act and arson. 

13/89
To receive reports from District and County Ward Members

The Mayor congratulated Cllr Diviani on his successful re-election and asked that he pass on the same to Cllr Randall Johnson.
Cllr Diviani reported that the planning meeting to be held today has been postponed and that he would be attending a health and well being scrutiny meeting on Friday. Dementia costs are likely to be doubled and will require careful consideration. If the recycling efforts could be raised to 70% then this would enable 50,000 jobs to be created.
Cllr O’Leary reported that the Thelma Hubert Gallery has extended their shop and will be changing things in the car park to try and increase the footfall. A new person has been employed specifically to assist with generating income via grants.
Cllr Twiss reported that the Thelma Hubert Gallery shop recorded an increase in sales from £728.18 in April 2012 to £2602.78 in April 2013.

EDDC has collected 98.7% of rent bust this was a decrease by 1% due to changes in the benefit system.

Recycling was currently at 48.2% and less cardboard and plastic was being generated in the first place. There has also been a drop in amount sent to landfill.

There was no further section 106 money but this will be confirmed by the officer. Unilateral funding can only be used for Parks and open spaces and it may be possible to receive match funding.

Cllr Ash congratulated EDDC on being shortlisted for Thelma Hubert Gallery as being a popular family attraction.

Cllr Allen apologised for withdrawing from planning but explained that he did not think it was appropriate now that he was a member of the Development Management Committee. He was also appointed business champion to enhance the economy and was very much focused on improving this within the East Devon area. He has produced a report and would be happy to be involved with the Town Council to develop this further.
Cllr Diviani and O’Leary left the room.

13/90
Public Question Time

The Clerk advised that no questions had been received.
The Chairman declared the meeting back in session

13/91
Mayor’s Announcements and Questions for the Mayor
The Mayor informed the Town Council that he attended a recent Christmas Bygone meeting and their plans for that weekend sounded very exciting. He also informed everyone that he and the clerk attended a mayoral banquet for Tiverton Town Council.
13/92
To receive reports from Members with Special Responsibilities

Cllr Zarczynski – Charter Day

Plans were progressing well but help was required on the day.

Cllr Howard – Twinning
The next meeting was on the 19th July and all were welcome. The visit to Germany will be going ahead. Cllr Howard attended the DAPC meeting and clerk will receive a copy of the minutes.

Cllr Coombs

Known sites have been surveyed for Himalayan Balsam and generally it seemed that they were being reduced in all but one place and that this site should be referred to the River Otter Project.
Cllr Coombs also informed the Town Council that he has been in contact with 2 members and they have agreed an outcome. He has also attended the first of 3 walks.
Cllr Pavey – Transition Town

There were 3 groups operating successfully. The planting group was in discussion with the Thelma Hubert Gallery regarding the development of a front garden.

Cllr Pavey – Credit Union

Cllr Pavey attended the second session and reported that both have gone really well and that referrals were being made by East Devon District Council’s housing Team and even some high Street Banks. Cllr Allen commented that this was a really important service and thanked those involved for initiating it.

Cllr Lunt – Millennium Green

Maintenance work was on-going at the Millennium Green and 4 benches have been refurbished.
Cllr Groves entered the room and joined the meeting.
13/93
Correspondence
Correspondence received from 14th May to 4th June 2013

Devon County Council


1.
Flooding update from Devon County Council’s Flood Risk Management Team
East Devon District Council


2.
The Knowledge, issue 51

3.
EDDC Forward Plan June to September 2013 

4.
East and Mid Devon Community Safety Partnership 2013 

5.
Email from Cllr Paul Diviani regarding East Devon housing numbers

6.
Email from East Devon District Council regarding methods of communication with the Council

Other

      7.
Local Council’s update June 2013 

       8.
East Devon AONB – invitation to apply for the Acland Award 

       9.
DALC – Larger Councils Sub Committee – agenda 6th June 2013 

      10.
Local Council Advisory Service (Zurich Municipal Insurance) newsletter

      11.
Community Council of Devon – Village Green summer 2013 

      12.
Rural Services Network newsletters May 2013

      13.
Fire Kills Campaign – monthly briefing pack June

      14.
East Devon Volunteer Support Agency – training and events news

      15.
Email correspondence from local resident regarding fundraising and reports for the Community Complex

Item 8 – It was agreed that Cllr Whitlock would be the best person to speak to about the previous sustainable grant.
Item 14 – Training was available from EDVSA and with the development of the Beehive and the possibility of working with Children these courses may be quite useful.
Item 5 – Cllr Ash asked if this email could be forwarded to all councillors and suggested that perhaps the Town Council should focus on affordable housing and invite Paul Lowe from East Devon District Council.

Item 15 – The clerk informed the Town Council that a response has been given and that the Town Council will be presented with a management plan.

Late Correspondence received from 3 to 10 June 2013

Devon County Council

a) Devon Remembers Project an update and links to funding for WWI projects 

East Devon District Council 

b) The Knowledge issues 3 2013/14 including details of AONB grant available again this year for projects that enhance, conserve or enrich the environment economy or way of life.
c) Information regarding a free community flood and emergency forum on 23/07/13 6pm at the Knowle offices.
d) Financial assistance for homeowners in financial difficulty to make essential repairs
Other

e) Blackdown Hill AONB Newsletter June/July 2013

f) Fields in Trust June ezine

g) DALC Newsletter June 2013 with details of future training courses

13/94 
 Minutes of the meeting of the Local Plan Working Group held on 28th May and to approve the summary of representations as amended for submission to East Devon District Council.
Cllr Allen reminded the Town Council that it was proven that anyplace other than Exmouth and Cranbrook could allow for up to 25% affordable homes and that anything above would not be a viable option and would be thrown out by the planning inspector. He also raised concerns that development could be put forward in an AONB area and urged the Town Council to be specific when identifying suitable sites.
Cllr Ash stated that the Town Council has consistently put forward sites it felt were suitable and that it has been East Devon District Council that has chosen to not select those sites.

Cllr Zarczynski agreed and reminded the Town Council that the “Bradfords” site was selected but taken out by East Devon District Council.

It was agreed to sign the minutes and that the summary of representations be sent and to include a list of suitable sites identified as being suitable for the development of new homes.
Cllr Allen also added that he disagreed with the objection to the excessive amount of employment land proposed for Honiton.

13/95 Appointment of a replacement member for the planning committee following the resignation from the committee of Cllr Allen
No nominations were received and so it was agreed that the planning committee continue with eleven members.

13/96 Appointment of the fifth HTC representative on the Community Complex Board of Directors as per the current Board’s recommendation.

Cllr Ash proposed that David Perkins be appointed the fifth Town Council appointed Director. This was seconded by Cllr Cornwell. This was RESOLVED.

13/97 Correct recording of the minutes of the Policy meeting held 28th May 2013 and to resolve the following recommendations:



a) agreement to sign up to the 10:10 Project
It was agreed that the chairman sign the minutes and Cllr Pavey proposed that the Town Council resolve to agree to sign to the 10:10 project whilst residing in the New Street Building. This was seconded by Cllr Foster. This was RESOLVED.

13/98 
Minutes of the Finance meeting held 3rd June 2013 and to resolve the following recommendations: 

a) To approve the Audited Accounts and to sign the Annual Return

b)    To approve the renewal of the contract with J Selwyn regarding the maintenance of Town Council’s flowerbeds and grass areas.

Cllr Allen asked if all associated papers could be sent out to all Councillors for all meetings regardless of whether they were members of that committee.

Cllr Bayliss proposed that the Town Council approve the audited accounts and sign the Annual Return. This was RESOLVED.

Cllr Foster proposed that J Selway’s contract be approved and that he be instructed to maintain the Town Council’s flowerbeds and grassed area. This was RESOLVED.

The Chairman proposed that the meeting go into Part B session to discuss matters of a contractual nature. The press and public will be asked to withdraw from the meeting at this point due to the nature of the business to be transacted.
13/99 Minutes of the Allotments Working Group and approval of recommendations with regard to the acquisition of a potential allotment site 
Cllr Ash complimented the working Group and Sarah, the deputy clerk for their very comprehensive report.
It was agreed to approve the recommendations with the amendment that any offer in excess of the agreed amount would need to come back to the Town Council to reconsider. This was RESOLVED

13/100 Details of a potential variation to the original tender specification under contract for the development of the Honiton Community Complex, The Beehive

The Town Council was informed on the need for the change to the original tender specification under contract and that they were working closely with East Devon District Council on this matter.
13/101

Close of Meeting
The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.49pm.
Signed Chair

8 July 2013

