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HONITON TOWN COUNCIL
AGENDA
Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held at the Town Council Offices @ Beehive on 

Monday 14 July 2014
Present

St Michael’s Ward




St Paul’s Ward

Cllr Nick Cornwell




Cllr Vivienne Ash

Cllr Susan Groves




Cllr Les Bayliss

Cllr Peter Halse  **




Cllr Henry Brown

Cllr John Taylor





Cllr Roy Coombs

Cllr Vernon Whitlock




Cllr Peter Corke








Cllr Vera Howard

Cllr Caroline Kolek







Cllr John Zarczynski
** Also EDDC Councillor


In Attendance

2 Members of the public
Staff, parents and pupils of Honiton Community College

PCSO Steve Mingo

Press – Katy Griffin (Midweek Herald), Jack Dixon (Pulman’s View)
Chetna Jones - Town Clerk

Apologies received from Cllr Sara Randall-Johnson, DCC

The period of prayer prior to the start of the meeting was led by Rev David Bearsley
Students from Honiton Community College were presented by the Mayor with certificates for outstanding achievement together with gift tokens from the Town Council and badges from the Principal of the Community College.

14/325
To receive apologies for absence

Apologies were received from Cllr Gary Elliot(A/L), Cllr Les Lunt(P) and Cllr Sharon Pavey(P).
Apologies were also received by Cllr O’Leary (EDDC).
14/326
To receive declarations of interest
Cllr Ash - Community Complex Director (DPI) and Friends of Beehive member (P) 
Cllr Ash - Community Complex Director (DPI) and Friends of Beehive member (P) 
Cllr Coombs – Glen Volunteer (P)
14/327
Minutes of meeting held 9th June 2014 and Extraordinary Town Council meeting held on 23rd June 2014
The minutes, having previously been circulated, were amended  to include Cllr Howard as being present, and the Domestic abuse date being 15th July in the 9h July meeting and the words “responded at the meeting and in writing” added to the 23rd July meeting. They were then approved and signed by the Chairman as a true record.

The Chairman declared the meeting out of session

14/328 To receive the Police Report

PCSO Steve Mingo provided a written report stating that there had been a total of 42 crimes between 10th June and 14th July. This compared to the same period last year of 43 crimes. The crimes included 10 assaults (5 of these the offender was known to the victim), 11 thefts, 1 burglary from dwelling (currently being investigated), 2 burglary other, 7 criminal damage, 1 drink drive. There were 9 other crimes including 1 making off without payment and 3 public order offences.

14/329
To receive reports from District and County Ward Members

Cllr Randall-Johnson confirmed that Devon County Council had secured in addition to the original £7m a further £9.1m to spend on Highways but it was to be spent before March 2015. This is the  highest amount received by any County Council. The Council has also not had a need for short or long term borrowing and has been able to repay £20m towards existing borrowing.
Cllr Whitlock asked if there were any proposals to secure youth services in the Town. Cllr Randall-Johnson confirmed that a meeting has been arranged on the 15th to discuss any future proposals.

Cllr Diviani has attended the LGA conference and was able to confirm that both the County and District were on the right tracks in terms of fiscal measures. He also confirmed that CDS has secured extra funding to deliver broadband to more rural areas than indentified to date and this will help greatly towards meeting the target of 95% coverage by 2018.
Cllr Twiss firstly wanted to add a personal note that he was thrilled to hear about the consent for permanent dwellings at Otter Valley park being approved.
Cllr Twiss informed the Council that 99.81% of rent due from Council owned properties in Honiton was collected on time in May and that all Council Tax benefit claims were being processed in 5 working days.
Cllr Twiss explained that he had hoped to move forward with recycling cardboard but unfortunately legal implications means that this has had to be delayed until October.
Cllr Ash asked the Council’s newsletter, The Knowledge could be forwarded to Devon Association of Local Councils in order that they may keep abreast of what was happening in Devon.
County and Ward members left the meeting

14/330
Public Question Time
The Clerk advised that no questions had been received.

14/331 Co-option of a Councillor

The Mayor invited the first candidate to speak.
Phillip Barnes  introduced himself and informed the Town Council of his personal life and that he had hoped to get more involved with the Town.

The Town Clerk informed the members that Jackie Wadsworth sent her apologies earlier that day as an unexpected incident had occurred with her elderly parent and she was unable to leave her alone. However she asked that the Council be informed that she remained committed to this role and was very passionate about helping all generations in particular the older generation and about general planning development concerns around the Town.

The Mayor thanked Mr Barnes and asked that he leave the room whilst the Council deliberated.
The Chairman declared the meeting back in session

14/332 To resolve to appoint a Co-opted Member

IT WAS RESOLVED that Mrs. Jackie Wadsworth be co-opted on to the Council, 
14/333
Mayor’s Announcements and Questions for the Mayor

The Mayor confirmed that he attended a meeting relating to health care in the Town, the Tiverton Mayoral Banquet, Honiton School Fete, TRIP AGM, Meeting at EDDC with the Town Clerk regarding the surrender of New Street and the Health Clinical Commissioning Group meeting which was working hard for the future of Honiton Hospital.
Cllr Zarczynski attended the Honiton Gymnastics Inter House event and was very impressed by the standard of all the students.

The Mayor reminded all Councillors about the Hot Pennies event on 29th July. The Town Clerk will send out details of where to meet and what time.

14/334
To receive reports from Members with Special Responsibilities

Cllr Ash – Development Trust 
Cllr Ash informed the Council that the AGM was to be held on 30th July 7.30pm at Lees Building.
Cllr Howard – Twinning

Cllr Howard informed the Council that a meeting was to be held on Thursday 17th at the Beehive.
Cllr Kolek – Read Easy Seminar
Cllr Kolek informed the Council she attended the Read Easy seminar which was a voluntary reading scheme with mentor’s working with adults on a 1 -1 basis.
Cllr Coombs – Flowerbeds
Cllr Coombs was concerned about what work was being done by the contractor as he believed that the area where the Don Hatch plants were planted just off Monkton Road had not been attended to at all this year. He also added that the residents of Pine Park Road were very disappointed with the Flowerbed in Pine Park Road and felt let down by the Council.
The Clerk confirmed that the funding was limited and with no sponsors coming forward there was only a certain amount of work that the funding would cover. Instructions had been given in January to buy summer bedding and grow them but unfortunately that did not happen. The main cost was the amount of time that was needed watering and weeding during the summer months and so if lots of flowers were planted the time needed to look after them would greatly increase.
14/335
Correspondence

Correspondence received from 10th June 2014 to 8th July 2014

Devon County Council

1.
People Scrutiny Committee Review Decision Notification with regard to Residential Care Services Review

2.
Correspondence from Cllr Stuart Baker with regard to Day Services provision

3.
Community news roundup June 2014 

4.
Copy correspondence from Neighbourhood Highways Officer regarding highway verge cutting

5.
Correspondence regarding grass cutting programmes

East Devon District Council

6.
Forward Plan 1 July to 31 October 2014 

7.
The Knowledge issues 5, 6, 7, and 8 

Other

8.
Parish Briefing July 2014 connecting Devon & Somerset to high-speed fibre broadband

9.
East & Mid Devon Community Safety Partnership (LAG) – minutes of meeting held on 12 June 2014 

10.
Thelma Hulbert Gallery – THG Open 2014 – celebrating artists living in the South West

11.
Email from Honiton Glen Conservation Group regarding thanks for donation of surplus daffodil bulbs

12.
Website correspondence from local teenager regarding lack of work and facilities for teenage residents

13.
Copy correspondence from local resident regarding Allhallows Field

14.
Enquiry from Local Works regarding submitting a proposal under the Sustainable Communities Act to allow parish councils the right to sell electricity generated from local schemes

15.
Correspondence from local resident regarding Beehive accounts

16.
Correspondence from local resident regarding Finance Committee meeting 16 June 2014 – Internal Audit report

17.
Devon Home Choice newsletter 11 June 2014 

18.
Enquiry from local business regarding Beehive car parking availability

19.
National Association for AONBs July 2014 e-news

The clerk was asked to read out items 11,13,15,16 & 18.
It was agreed that the Policy Committee should review how correspondence is to be presented to the Council as so few Councillors came into the office to read the correspondence. Cllr Ash also asked if the public could be asked to respect the Councillors by writing in a polite manner.  
Item 13 – It was agreed that a letter be sent to EDDC for a response by emphasising the Council’s concerns as well. Cllr Coombs was to check the validity before the Office responds.

Correspondence received from 9th July 2014 to 14th July 2014

Devon County Council

       East Devon District Council


a) The Knowledge, issue 9

Other

b) Letter from Landlord giving notice to surrender Garages in Central Place

c) Local Councils Update Issue 175

d) Clerks and Councils Direct Issue 94 July 2014 including an article on Village and Community Halls: the legal framework

e) DALC Newsletter July 2014

f) Youth Services in Honiton meeting 15th July 11.30 – 1.30

g) Blackdown Hills AONB newsletter July/August 2014

h) NALC Conference and Exhibition

i) Email regarding free tablet scheme for schools

j) Letter from Chair of Governors of Mill Water School regarding the proposal to leave SENtient Trust

k) Clerk Magazine July 2014

l) Letter from Mr Nix regarding the number of uncommitted Community Users at the Beehive

Item j - Cllr Whitlock informed the Council that Millwater School was likely to move in January 2015 as this was their only opportunity to obtain a new fit for purpose building.
It was agreed that a letter be sent to the School to say how much they have been valued and admired what they have achieved and will miss them when they move.

Cllr Ash asked if enquiries could be made about capacities of schools in Honiton and what Devon County Council’s intentions were for the future.

Item l – It was agreed that a Beehive report be given for the next meeting with details of occupancy and future plans.
14/336 To receive and approve the minutes of the Policy Committee meeting dated 23rd June 2014 

It was agreed that the minutes be amended to bullet points section from minute ref 14/95 left from the previous minutes.
It was agreed to sign the minutes following the amendment and all voted unanimously in Favour.

14/337 To resolve recommendations Policy Committee

IT WAS RESOLVED
a) To approve the draft Health and Safety Policy
b) To approve the amended Media Policy

c) To agree that the Parking Order schedule be reviewed further
14/338 To agree to commemorate the Centenary of the First World War by holding a civic service on 17th August.

It was agreed to proceed with the Civic Service on 17th August and to invite all religious leader in the Town to take part in this service.
THIS WAS RESOLVED
14/339
Close of Meeting
The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.18pm.
Signed Chair

11th August 2014

