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HONITON TOWN COUNCIL

AGENDA
Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held at the Town Council Offices @ Beehive on 

Monday 11 August 2014
Present

St Michael’s Ward




St Paul’s Ward

Cllr Nick Cornwell




Cllr Vivienne Ash

Cllr Gary Elliot





Cllr Les Bayliss

Cllr Susan Groves




Cllr Henry Brown

Cllr Peter Halse  **




Cllr Roy Coombs

Cllr Sharon Pavey




Cllr Peter Corke

Cllr John Taylor





Cllr Vera Howard

Cllr Jackie Wadsworth




Cllr Les Lunt
Cllr Vernon Whitlock




Cllr John Zarczynski
** Also EDDC Councillor


In Attendance

19 Members of the public
PCSO Steve Mingo

Press – Katy Griffin (Midweek Herald), Jack Dixon (Pulman’s View)
Chetna Jones - Town Clerk

Apologies received from Cllr Sara Randall-Johnson (DCC), Cllr Paul Diviani (DCC), Cllr John O’Leary (EDDC) and Cllr Phil Twiss (EDDC).
The period of prayer prior to the start of the meeting was led by Rev David Beazley
The Chairman requested members to approve that the agenda be amended to defer items 15 and 16 and substitute with the recommendation as per the report tabled due to advice received earlier in the day and that Mr David Perkins be allowed to remain in the meeting when the Council considered item 17. This was agreed with 15 in favour and I abstention.
14/340
To receive apologies for absence

Apologies were received from Cllr Caroline Kolek (A/L). 
14/341
To receive declarations of interest
Cllr Ash - Community Complex Director (DPI) and Friends of Beehive member (P) 
Cllr Whitlock - Community Complex Director (DPI) and Friends of Beehive member (P) 
Cllr Pavey - Friends of Beehive member (P) 
Cllr Lunt – Street Market Committee member (P)

Cllr Taylor – Street Market Committee member (P)

14/342
To sign the Minutes of meeting held 11th July 2014 
The minutes, having previously been circulated, were approved and signed by the Chairman as a true record.

The Chairman declared the meeting out of session

14/343 To receive the Police Report

PCSO Steve Mingo provided a written report stating that there had been a total of 32 crimes between 15th July and 11th August. This compared to the same period last year of 53 crimes. The crimes included 4 assaults, 9 thefts (6 from the same offender), 3 burglaries from dwelling (currently being investigated), 1 burglary other, 1 theft of motor vehicle, 6 criminal damage., 1 production of Cannabis. There were 7 other crimes including 2 making off without payment, 2 public order offences and 3 other offences.

With regard to the burglaries above 2 were in the same street and 1 was carried out by a teenager against another teenager.
The Mayor thanked PCSO Mingo for attending and providing the report.

14/344
To receive reports from District and County Ward Members

There were no Ward members present except Cllr Peter Halse. Cllr Halse confirmed that he was doing his best for Honiton. He also confirmed that in light of the proposed cut backs by Devon County Council the County Ward members were very approachable and continually worked hard for Honiton. 
Cllr Whitlock asked if there were any plans to replace the East Devon Business Centre facilities now that the residents were about to receive their notice to vacate. Cllr Halse felt that he Town of Honiton was being put up for Sale in order for the District Council to be able to move. He was sympathetic to their need for a purpose built building but not at the expense of the people of Honiton.

Cllr Ash added that Councillors should be mindful of protecting all the assets of the Town.
14/345
Public Question Time
The Clerk advised that a number of questions/statements had been received and the Mayor invited the following to speak
· David Perkins regarding the need for the public to show its support for the Beehive and for the Council to continue with its support for Charitable Status.

· Wendy Van der Plank regarding the lack of charitable status affecting the ability to obtain grant funding across a range of different needs.

· Martin Potts regarding the support from the people of Honiton and surrounding areas that would be gained by obtaining charitable status

· Ros Weller regarding her support for charitable status and 10 year lease in order to build on the success of the last  6 months.
· Richard Gaughan regarding the new legislation that has come about that affects openness and transparency and urging the Council to think carefully
· Jill McNally regarding her concerns of the Town Council giving the Company Charitable Status

· Emma Kennedy regarding why the Town Council would object to the Beehive obtaining Charitable Status

· Lindsay Hislop regarding the support and praise for the Beehive from both Honiton Community Cinema and Friends of Beehive

· Karen Wilson regarding the support from both a user and volunteer’s point of view.

· Liz Hayler regarding the thanks and praise to all the dedicated volunteers that have assisted in making the Beehive the success it is to date.

The Mayor thanked everyone for attending and explained the importance of the letters whether they were in support or bringing concerns to the Councils attention.
The Chairman declared the meeting back in session

14/346
Mayor’s Announcements and Questions for the Mayor

The Mayor confirmed that he has had a very busy month and has attended:
· Hot Pennies which was very well attended and the Mayor particularly wanted to thank the Town Crier and all the marshals for their help on the day.
· Fashion Show to fundraise for the Beehive

· Military Wives concert which was a sell out and very moving

· Grub Club  which was attended by over 100 people

· Charter Day – the Mayor was impressed by the dedicated team of volunteers who gave up their free time

· TRIP AGM

· Farway School in recognition of their federation with Branscombe Primary School

· Axminster Town Council commemoration service

There were no questions for the Mayor.

14/347
To receive reports from Members with Special Responsibilities

Cllr Zarczynski – Charter Day

Cllr Zarczynski confirmed that Charter day was enjoyed by all and thanked Heidi Radford, Cllr Elliot and Cllr Lunt for their help.

Cllr Coombs 

Cllr Coombs mentioned that he had received a phone call from a member of Devon County Council regarding rights of way and the Definitive Map Review.

Cllr Coombs informed the Council that the Glen volunteers were pleased to have received a visit from the Deputy Town Clerk at the Glen and by the Mayor at their Charter Day Stall.
Cllr Ash – Development Trust 
Cllr Ash informed the Council that the Trust hoped that East Devon District Council will make available the Sports Strategy in draft form for consultation. Nothing will be available until this strategy was in place so it was imperative that Honiton had a say in how future section 106 agreement funding was to be used.
14/348
Correspondence

Correspondence received from 15th July 2014 to 5th August 2014

Devon County Council

1.
Community News Roundup July 2014

2.
Email from Cllr Diviani re MP Neil Parish’s promotion

East Devon District Council

3.
Forward Plan 1 September to 31 December 2014 

4.
The Knowledge issues 10, 11, and 12 

5.
Email from Cllr Diviani regarding the LGA Conference

6.
Email from Cllr Diviani with an update on the campaign for rural fair share

7.
East Devon AONB summer newsletter

8.
Individual Electoral Registration

Other

9.
Honiton Glen Conservation Group Newsletter

10.
Northcote Lane Area residents association – minutes of meeting held on 29th May 2014 

11.
Devon Senior Voice Newsletter Issue N0 23

12.
Healthwatch Voice Newsletter Issue 5

13.
Connect – A30/A35 report on Project Road Performance

14.
Letter correspondence from local resident regarding coach parking issues at Beehive car park

15.
DALC Newsletter August 2014

16.
Christmas Tree Celebration at St Paul’s

Item 16 – It was resolved that the Town council participate in the St Paul’s Christmas Tree Appeal and that only a moderate amount was to be spent on acquiring a tree.
Item 14 - Cllr Coombs asked for clarification. The Clerk confirmed that the coach car parking spaces allocated may not be sufficient for the full size luxury coaches and that this was being confirmed by the architects.
Correspondence received from 6th August 2014 to 11th August 2014

Devon County Council

a) Devon Highways Town & Parish Conference 2014 – Wednesday 17th September at Clinton Hall, Merton and Monday 29th September 2014 at Stokeinteignhead Village Hall both starting at 9.30am

b) Devon Waste Plan: Consultation on the Proposed Modifications

c) Low Cost Training Workshops delivered by Devon County Council – Procurement Training at ED Business Centre – 19th August 10am – 1pm
       East Devon District Council


d) The Knowledge, issue 13

e) Openness of Local Government Bodies Regulations 2014

Other

f) Local Councils Update August 2014 issue 176

g)  Historic Towns Forum August Newsletter

h) Tony Hogg's Quarterly Report

i) EDVSA's New Offices

j) Request to read letter of support of the Beehive as a major community event organiser of Honiton
k) Request to read Statement of support for the Beehive from resident and twinning member

l) Request to read Letter of support from resident for the Beehive to obtain Charitable status

m) Request to read Letter of support from a local business and major contributor to the Beehive.

n) Letter from resident regarding new Government Legislation and to bear this in mind to item 15 and 16

o) Letter from resident regarding concerns around item 15 and 16 and why the Beehive finance were being considered after the debate related to the long lease and charity status and why under part b.

p) Request to read Letter of support from resident and asking why the Council would not want the Beehive to be managed by a charity and her belief in the current team.

q) Request to read Letter from volunteer co-ordinator stating the hard work and dedication that is put in to organising the many varied events

r) Request to read Statement from volunteer thanking the Town Council for its continued support since opening 6 months ago

s) Request for Town poll by 10 residents asking for a tender process to be carried out thereby giving anyone the opportunity to manage the Beehive via a long lease
t) Request to read Letter from volunteer and organiser of events at the Beehive

u) Request to read Letter from Beehive Director and resident thanking the Town Council for persevering and explaining the importance of obtaining the long lease and charitable status.

v) Letter from resident regarding his concerns around the finances and giving of the 10 year lease for peppercorn rent to the company with charitable status.

w) Letter from Alan Rowe MBE on behalf of the Baton requesting that his letter be read out at the Town Council meeting thanking the Town Council on such a fabulous facility and what a super hub it will be for the community.

It was agreed that members were to let the Clerk know if they were interested in items a, b or c.

Item w – The clerk was asked to read this out to members and Mr Rowe’s appreciation was noted.
14/349 To receive and resolve as a correct record the minutes of the Finance Meeting held on 21st July 2014 and to resolve the following recommendations: 

a) To approve lists of cheques drawn in April, May and June 2014 (enclosed)

b) To approve the Income and Expenditure for the First Quarter of 2014 (enclosed) 

It was noted that the Finance Committee had reviewed and agreed the reconciliation for April, May and June 2014.

IT WAS RESOLVED
14/350 To receive and agree to sign the minutes of the Street Market Committee meeting held on 22nd July 2014
It was agreed that the minutes be signed but that further investigation be carried out for alternative storage solutions for the market equipment.
THIS WAS RESOLVED
14/351 To note the following resignations due to other commitments and to receive nominations as replacements:



a) Cllr Les Lunt as Millennium Green Representative



b) Cllr Sharon Pavey as representative on Dementia Friendly Town steering Group 



c) Cllr John Zarczynski as representative for Charter Day

a) Cllr Lunt was thanked for his efforts and it was agreed that Cllr Brown replace him.

b) It was agreed that Cllr Wadsworth replace Cllr Pavey on the Dementia Friendly Town Steering Group

c) Cllr Zarczynski was thanked for his efforts and it was agreed to replace him with Cllr Elliot.
14/352 To appoint the following Councillors:


  a)  Cllr Jackie Wadsworth as a member of 



1) Policy Committee, 



2) Finance Committee and 



3) Planning Committee


  b)  Cllr Caroline Kolek as a member of



1) Risk and Emergency Planning working group

It was unanimously agreed that Cllr Wadsworth and Cllr Kolek be appointed as above.

14/353 To receive a report from the Directors of Honiton Community Complex t/a The Beehive
Cllr Ash and Cllr Whitlock left the room

Cllr Cornwell stated that he was increasingly uncomfortable that 2 Councillors acting on behalf of the Town Council were repeatedly required to leave the room when the Monitoring Officer has confirmed that consideration be given to grant a dispensation.
The Clerk confirmed that as this had yet to be defined and that Policy would be reviewing this at its next meeting.
Cllr Taylor informed the Council that representatives working on outside bodies could mean that the Council would be prevented from being indemnified. However he believed that insurance against such liabilities may be available.

The Mayor suggested that Cllr Taylor provides this information to the Clerk and that EDDC be contacted for further clarification.

It was agreed unanimously to receive the report.
14/354 To postpone the granting of a long lease and converting of Honiton Community Complex to a Charity

The Mayor informed The Council that all considerations needed to be taken into account equally and that advice had been received from the Council legal representatives that further investigations were carried out.  This in no way suggested that what was being proposed was wrong but merely that further details were required.
Cllr Zarczynski made the following proposal:

To agree to obtain further information in line with the advice obtained from Foot Anstey in order to have a complete and precise audit trail before proceeding with the signing of the 10 year lease and approving Honiton Community Complex’s request for charitable status. Due to this it would be prudent for the Town Council to extend the current lease for a further 6 months whilst the information is obtained.

 However he suggested that the length may need to be reduced to 3 months due to Purdha being unusually long and would commence on 18th December. The Clerk informed the Council that this information had not been received in the office and would need to seek clarification. Cllr Cornwell suggested that in the meantime the wording be amended to “further period consistent with Purdha” when determining the length of the short term lease. Cllr Zarczynski agreed to the amendment.
Cllr Coombs asked why the Town Council were considering leasing at all as he felt that a lease could be replaced with a management /maintenance contract.

Cllr Taylor requested a recorded vote.

The Clerk confirmed the proposal as the following:

To agree to obtain further information in line with the advice obtained from Foot Anstey in order to have a complete and precise audit trail before proceeding with the signing of the 10 year lease and approving Honiton Community Complex’s request for charitable status. Due to this it would be prudent for the Town Council to extend the current lease for a further period consistent with Purdha whilst the information was obtained.

	
	For
	Against 
	Abstain

	Cllr Bayliss
	x
	
	

	Cllr Brown
	x
	
	

	Cllr Coombs
	
	x
	

	Cllr Corke
	x
	
	

	Cllr Elliot
	x
	
	

	Cllr Groves
	x
	
	

	Cllr Halse
	x
	
	

	Cllr Howard
	
	x
	

	Cllr Lunt
	x
	
	

	Cllr Pavey
	x
	
	

	Cllr Taylor        
	
	x
	

	Cllr Wadsworth
	x
	
	

	Cllr Zarczynski
	x
	
	

	
	
	
	


This was agreed with 10 votes in favour and 3 against. This was RESOLVED.
IT WAS RESOLVED that the meeting goes into Part B session to discuss matters of a confidential nature and that Mr Perkins remain in the room should the Council wish to ask any questions.  

The public and press left the room.
14/355  To receive financial accounts for the 1st Quarter of trading on behalf of Honiton Community Complex t/a The Beehive

The Clerk reminded the Council that the figures were for the first Quarter only and that many of the overheads did not appear on the accounts.

It was unanimously agreed to receive the financial accounts.
14/356
Close of Meeting
The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.40pm.
Signed Chair

8th September 2014

