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HONITON TOWN COUNCIL 
Agenda & Corresponding papers 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Town Council held at the Town Council Offices on 

Monday 13 August 2012

Present

St Michael’s Ward




St Paul’s Ward

Cllr Mike Allen **




Cllr Vivienne Ash
Cllr Nick Cornwell




Cllr Les Bayliss
Cllr Gary Elliot





Cllr Roy Coombs
Cllr David Foster (Chair)




Cllr Peter Corke
Cllr Peter Halse **




Cllr Marianne Harman

Cllr Sharon Pavey




Cllr Vera Howard
Cllr John Taylor





Cllr Les Lunt

Cllr Vernon Whitlock




Cllr Liz Tirard







Cllr John Zarczynski

** Also EDDC Councillor


In Attendance

Cllr Phil Twiss



East Devon District Council

Town Clerk

Apologies received from Cllr O’Leary EDDC, Cllr Diviani DCC, Cllr Randall Johnson DCC
12/131
To receive apologies for absence
Cllr Groves (P)
12/132
To receive declarations of interest

None declared
12/133
Minutes of meeting held 9 July 2012 

The minutes, having previously been circulated, were approved and signed by the Chairman as a true record.

The Chairman declared the meeting out of session

12/134
Public Question Time

a) The Clerk advised that a question had been received by Mr & Mrs Sweet, who were unable to attend the meeting; she advised that other members of the public with an interest in this question were present.
“May we first of all say how well we thought Lyn Hargood, our Town Clerk, represented us at the Development Management Committee meeting on 17 July. We were particularly delighted that after her comments on Heathfield Manor the allocation of 300 houses was withdrawn from the Local Plan. 

However, it is with some surprise and concern that we have read the reported comments from the Mayor David Foster, both in the Midweek Herald and in the minutes of the meeting at EDDC on 25 July, in favour of reinstating the Heathfield Manor allocation. This seems to be in complete contradiction with the stated position of Honiton Town Council as per the Town Clerk’s speech only a week before. 

Having met with various councillors who have made their comments quite clear on their objections to this due to this site being in an AONB and other brown field sites becoming available, please could you clarify, once again, where you stand on this issue?”

The Clerk advised that she had responded to Mr & Mrs Sweet as follows :

“I believe that the Midweek Herald has got its facts wrong – you will see that it states that residents and the mayor wanted the site re-instated and this is obviously not the case. I am attaching a copy of the question the Mayor put to the District Council, which you will see deals with the process of the Extraordinary Meeting.”

Members confirmed the Town Council’s opposition to Heathfield Manor being used as a strategic site for housing in the Local Plan. 

b) The Clerk advised that Cllr Randall Johnson, who was unable to attend the meeting, had intended to raise Widworthy Parish’s desire to extend the 30mph speed limit through the village and move the 40mph back towards Axminster. The Parish Council was looking to the Highways Agency for improvements for locals and residents living along the road. Cllr Randall Johnson realised that it was not directly a Honiton point but more to do with seeking solutions. 
The Clerk advised that she had responded to Cllr Randall Johnson stating that she was sure the Council would want to support this initiative, having fought hard for the 30mph on Kings Road. It would hopefully have a knock on effect in Honiton by taking out the change of speed limit by the Copper Castle. 

The Chairman declared the meeting back in session

12/135
Mayor’s Questions and Announcements

The Mayor announced with sadness the news that Mr Pat Allen, a former Mayor of the Town Council and also a former District Councillor, had died. It was understood that the funeral would take place at St Paul’s church on Friday 17 August at 2pm. Members paid tribute to the great contribution Mr Allen had made to the town through his involvement in a wide range of organisations as well as his service to both Councils. The Clerk was asked to write to Mrs Allen to express the Council’s condolences.
The Mayor advised that the town had been extremely busy over the past month and he had attended Hot Pennies, Charter Day, the visit by the Twinning partners from Gronau and the Beehive Bash. He paid particular thanks to the Town Council Chapter 8 trained marshals for their work at very short notice on the road closures for Hot Pennies. The Clerk confirmed that it was intended to run a further Chapter 8 training session to ensure more marshals were qualified to attend Honiton events in the future. 

12/136
Members’ Special Responsibilities

Cllr Howard – Twinning
Cllr Howard thanked all councillors who had attended the events organised for the visit by the Twinners from Gronau. She also thanked all those involved in the organisation of the visit. 

Cllr Harman – Young Person Liaison

Cllr Harman reported that she had attended a meeting at the Children’s Centre, where she had met the new volunteer co-ordinator. She had also attended the Young People’s Centre Open Day, where she had spoken with the Youth Worker re the Parishes Together Fund and ways to progress ideas.

Cllr Coombs – Roundball Wood
Cllr Coombs reported that a site visit had been made to the Wood. The Lead Warden, Richard Howe, had expressed his wish to hand over the lead responsibility in the near future and Cllr Whitlock had volunteered to take this on. Cllr Coombs advised that he felt the permissive paths leading to the Wood were under-resourced and he had spoken with the Clerk about making a budget allocation in next year’s precept. Cllr Coombs also reported that repairs needed making to the kissing gate but this involved resolving the issues with EDDC over Woodhill View pathways.
IT WAS RESOLVED that Cllr Whitlock be appointed Lead Warden for Roundball Wood.

The Clerk was instructed to write to Mr Howe thanking him for his service as Lead Warden.
Cllr Coombs – Public Rights of Way

Cllr Coombs reported that the PROW committee in June reaffirmed the status of privately maintained highways and reminded Members that the Town Council continued to have issues with all its routes, particularly with regard to obstruction. It was agreed that the Clerk and Deputy Clerk should follow this up so that it could be resolved.
Cllr Coombs – Himalayan Balsam

Cllr Coombs reported that this was being looked at with Area 2 Connect Road Operators and would be looked at by the Environmental Issues Working Group.

Cllr Ash – DALC

Cllr Ash reported that she had attended the County Committee meeting and advised that the AGM would be held on 6 October with the theme “Localism on the Ground”. IT WAS RESOLVED that Cllrs Ash and Howard represent the Town Council. 

Cllr Ash reminded Members of the availability of support and finance from DALC to form area committees. The Clerk advised that this had been raised at parishes meetings in the past but there had been very little interest from neighbouring parish councils in formalising the arrangements. It was agreed that a parishes meeting be called in the near future as it was felt that there were a number of items for discussion. 

Cllr Ash advised that Newton Abbot had changed the format of their annual parish meeting from a formal meeting to councillors being available all day in the high street. She felt it was worth the Town Council giving consideration to changes to the current format. 

Cllr Ash reported that DALC members had expressed concern re wind farms and it was hoped to get guidance and information. There was particular concern about restrictions not being included in local plans. 

Cllr Ash advised that Beer Parish Council had carried out a survey on the proliferation of road signs and felt that this may be worth consideration in the Neighbourhood Plan.

Cllr Ash – Development Trust

Cllr Ash declared a personal interest as a Trustee of the Development Trust; Cllr Allen declared a personal interest as a Member of the Development Trust. 

Cllr Ash reported that at the recent AGM there were more positive indications regarding the proposed sports pitches and it was understood that the District Council may take a lead on this project. It was essential that EDDC developed a Sports Pitches Strategy to aid any funding application and it was understood that the Town Council would be included in the consultation on this strategy. 

Cllr Pavey – Library

Cllr Pavey reported that the former committee had been disbanded following the County Council cuts and that it was proposed to set up a Friends group. There would be a meeting on 5 September at 5.30pm to discuss this – all councillors were welcome to attend. 

Cllr Pavey – St John Ambulance

Cllr Pavey reported that there had been a regionalisation exercise, including the regionalisation of funds. There would be a local meeting soon which Cllr Pavey would attend. 

Cllr Whitlock – Children’s Centre

Cllr Whitlock advised that he would circulate the relevant newsletter giving an update on developments.

Cllr Whitlock – Dowell Street

Cllr Whitlock reported that, following a meeting with Cllrs Diviani and Randall Johnson, he and the Clerk had met with officers from Devon County Council Highways for a site visit at Dowell Street, for part of which ex-Cllr Farnham had been present. Discussions had taken place regarding resurfacing (which was now programmed for 2013), traffic levels and future development. Devon County Council would be undertaking a new traffic count and would also be reviewing the effectiveness of HGV routes. In addition the meeting had discussed the possibility of diverting traffic in the future. 

12/137
Correspondence

Correspondence received from 10 July to 6 August 2012

Devon County Council

1. Correspondence re DMR rejecting claims for Middlehills farm to Farway Hill and Turks Head Lance towards River Otter and A30 picnic area

2. Corrrespondence re DMR recommending claim on footpath nos 26 & 10
East Devon District Council

3. The Knowledge issues 8, 9, 10

4. Forward Plan to 30 November
5. Invitation to send one representative to “Working Together for the Future of East Devon” event on Friday 14 September 9.30-2.30 (representative needed)
Other

6. Devon and Cornwall Police Factsheet “A Police and Crime Commissioner for Devon, Cornwall and the Isles of Scilly”
7. Devon Senior Voice – Newsletter July 2012 

8. Minutes of East & Mid Devon Community Safety Partnership Local Action Group meeting 12 July

9. Correspondence from Chair of Honiton Primary School Parents Assn re discussions with Community College on proposed gate and requesting a member of the Town Council to join the working party to discuss this further (representative needed)

10. Copy of press release from Honiton TIC re withdrawal by Honiton Agricultural Show of ticket sales from TIC

11. Grant response form from Honiton Players

12. Request from Boundary Commission of England for use of Town Council facilities for public to inspect proposals to changes to parliamentary constituency boundaries (permission granted by Clerk)

13. Local Councils Update August 2012 

14. Invitation to DALC AGM and Conference 2012 to be held Saturday 6 October at Westpoint 10.00-4.00 (£20 per person)
Item 5 – IT WAS RESOLVED that Cllr Harman represent the Town Council and report back
Item 9 – IT WAS RESOLVED that Cllr Harman represent the Town Council, with Cllr Elliot deputising 

Cllrs Cornwell, Foster and Harman declared personal interests in the Primary School/Community College as parents/grandparents

Item 1 – Cllr Coombs expressed his concern regarding the DMR reports and highlighted the need to study the County Council report, particularly with regard to their assertion that there was insufficient evidence. This needed to be clarified.
Late Correspondence received from 7-13 August 2012

Government
a) Planning Inspectorate correspondence re DMR for Footpaths 26 & 10 including Order making Authority’s statement of case and comments on objections

East Devon District Council

b) Notification of planning application for Land North of Field View rear of 46/52 High Street – to be discussed at Development Management Committee 21 August (need for councillors to attend and speak) (Item brought to Town Council in absence of suitable Planning Committee meeting in timescale)

c) Notification of consultation on changes to Council tax benefit (full details previously circulated to councillors)

d) The Knowledge issues 11 & 12 including details of Blackdown Hills Heritage Day on 29 September; Thelma Hulbert Open 2012 winners

Other

e) Minutes of meeting of DALC County Committee held 16 July 

f) Correspondence from Millennium Green asking for a replacement representative following the resignation of Cllr Tirard (agenda item 15 refers)

g) Report on grant from East Devon CAB
Item b – Following discussion IT WAS RESOLVED
i)
That Cllr Coombs represent the Town Council at the meeting on 21 August

ii)
That a briefing paper be sent to all Honiton District Council Ward Members

iii)
That a briefing note be sent to all members of EDDC Development Management Committee

Item c – IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk draft a response on behalf of the Town Council and circulate for comment

Item a – Cllr Coombs asked that this matter be pursued as he felt the record needed to be put straight.

12/138
Policy Committee

The minutes of the Policy Committee held 30 July 2012, having been circulated, were approved and signed by the Chairman as a true record.

12/139
Recommendations of the Policy Committee
IT WAS RESOLVED 
a) That the revised Community Engagement Strategy be approved

b) That the revised Standing Orders be approved, subject to amendments agreed at the meeting

12/140
Finance Committee
The minutes of the Finance Committee held 16 July 2012, having been circulated, were approved and signed by the Chairman as a true record.
12/141
Recommendations of the Finance Committee
IT WAS RESOLVED
a) To approve the lists of cheques drawn in April, May and June 2012 

b) To approve the Income and Expenditure for the First Quarter of 2012 

12/142
Local Plan Project Group

The Clerk had circulated notes from a meeting of the Local Plan Project Group held on 6 August 2012. Following discussion IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk re-draft the complaint against the EDDC Development Management Committee to include an addendum of other issues of concern covering East of Honiton negotiations, confusion of sites, non listing of strategic sites and overlooking recommendations of the Town Council, Ward Members denied the opportunity to speak – disadvantaging Honiton in terms of local knowledge in the absence of Cllr Twiss. The Clerk would circulate for comment and then submit the complaint to the Monitoring Officer. 

12/143
Cllr Lunt Appointments

IT WAS RESOLVED that Cllr Lunt be appointed to the Policy Committee and to the Street Market Management Group.

12/144
Millennium Green

Members noted the resignation of Cllr Tirard as the Town Council representative on the Millennium Green and thanked her for her work on this project. It was decided that Members needed more time to consider whether this responsibility was suitable for them and the Clerk was asked to put it on the weekly briefing sheet. 
The Chairman proposed that the meeting go into Part B session to discuss matters of a confidential nature. The press and public were asked to withdraw from the meeting at this point due to the nature of the business to be transacted.
12/145
Standards Committee
It was noted that the Town Council Standards Committee had met on 12 July 2012 to discuss potential breaches of the Code of Conduct and that advice had been sought from the East Devon Monitoring Officer. Members discussed aspects of the work of the Standards Committee and the process being undertaken. 
Cllrs Howard, Pavey and Tirard left the meeting
12/146
Staffing
Members discussed the Clerk’s briefing note following the Awayday on 31 July.
IT WAS RESOLVED

a) To appoint a second Market Assistant for 15 hours a week @ salary level 6 with immediate effect

b) To appoint a new Town Clerk for 30 hours a week @ salary level 37-39 with effect from December 2012 or January 2013

c) To reduce the Deputy Clerk’s hours to 20 a week with effect from 1 April 2013

d) To appoint a new Clerk’s Assistant for 8 hours a week @ salary level 11 with effect from 2 January 2013 

e) To contract out website management to Vision ICT @ £6-700 per year with immediate effect
f) To increase Deputy Clerk to salary level 29 with effect from 1 April 2013

g) To increase Senior Clerk’s Assistant to salary level 15 with effect from 1 April 2013

h) To increase Market Manager to salary level 27 with effect from 1 April 2013

i) To increase Cleaner’s salary to £7 per hour with effect from 1 April 2013

12/147
Close of Meeting

The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.15pm.

Signed Chair

10 September 2012


