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HONITON TOWN COUNCIL

AGENDA
Minutes of a Meeting of the Town Council held at the Town Council Offices on 

Monday 8th April 2013
Present

St Michael’s Ward




St Paul’s Ward

Cllr Nick Cornwell




Cllr Vivienne Ash

Cllr Gary Elliot





Cllr Les Bayliss

Cllr David Foster (Chairman)



Cllr Roy Coombs
Cllr Peter Halse **




Cllr Peter Corke



Cllr Susan Groves




Cllr Marianne Harman
Cllr Sharon Pavey




Cllr Vera Howard



Cllr John Taylor





Cllr Les Lunt
Cllr Vernon Whitlock 




Cllr John Zarczynski

** Also EDDC Councillor

In Attendance

Cllr Sara Randall Johnson


Devon County Council

Cllr Paul Diviani




Devon County Council

Cllr John O’Leary



East Devon District Council

Cllr Phil Twiss




East Devon District Council

Mrs. Chetna Jones



Town Clerk
PCSO Anning

A minutes silence was observed in remembrance of the recent tragic incident in Honiton.
13/51
To receive apologies for absence
Cllr Liz Tirard (S); Cllr M Allen (P)
13/52
To receive declarations of interest and requests for new DPI dispensations on items on the agenda
Cllr Bayliss
Honiton Street Market (P) – Director
Cllr Harman
Honiton Street Market (P) – Director
Cllr Lunt
Honiton Street Market (P) – Director
13/53
Minutes of meeting held on 11th March 2013
The minutes, having previously been circulated, were amended and then approved and signed by the Chairman as a true record.

The Chairman declared the meeting out of session

13/54
To receive the Police Report
PCSO Anning provided a written report stating that there had been a total of 37 crimes since the last meeting. This compared to the same period last year of 67 crimes. The crimes included 10 assaults, 9 of which were known to the victim, 13 thefts, 8 being shoplifting offences, 0 burglaries, 1 heft from insecure vehicle and 1 starter motor taken from underneath a parked van and 2 motor vehicle thefts. Other matters included harassment, exposure, communications act and arson. 
13/55
To receive reports from District and County Ward Members

Cllr Randall Johnson informed the Town Council that the recent fire in Honiton resulting in the tragic death of 3 people was under multi agency investigation led by the Police and was not being treated as suspicious.
Cllr Diviani did not have anything to report.
Cllr O’Leary informed the Town Council that streetscene have been out and about in Honiton with him and he has alerted them to the state of the alley way by William Hill and that this would be addressed and the potholes repaired. Pot holes at King Street will also be repaired.
Cllr Diviani added that it would be a good idea to take a photograph of any potholes seen and send them to DCC straight away. He will confirm the exact address where they need to be sent. 
Cllr Twiss informed the Town council that likewise, from the grumblewalk, pot holes identified in St Paul’s Estate would also to be repaired.
Cllr Twiss also took this opportunity to inform the Town Council of some general EDDC statistics. 99.57% of all rent due was collected

Council Tax benefit claims were turned around within 6 days – however this was likely to change with the new benefit scheme.

98% of all bills were paid within 7 days

Recycling – over Christmas when waste collection allowance was increased temporary, this was the only time that saw a decrease in recycling.

A member of public was interested in being a volunteer/warden at The Glen. The mayor informed Cllr Twiss that the Glen belonged to EDDC.

Cllr Ash commented that nationally recycling was not a high priority as it was being disposed of as general waste. Cllr Twiss responded by saying that nothing like that happened at EDDC and that they were 2nd in the Country in the amount that was recycled. Cllr Halse commented that EDDC have made an amazing turnaround and congratulated them on their efforts. However he was concerned about the level of packaging used by supermarkets and that Europe was far more advanced than us. Cllr Twiss suggested buying local as this would avoid excessive packaging. Cllr Pavey having attended a recent waste conference commented that a new campaign was being launched about excessive packaging.
Cllr Pavey asked for an update on whether EDDC intend to recycle cardboard and plastic. Cllr Twiss’s response was that EDDC were due to commence with the re-tendering late 2013/2014 as the contracts were due for renewal in 2015. Nothing would be done before this as there was no funding available.

Cllr Taylor added that cardboard does not need to be kept dry and in fact compacted a lot more once wet. 

Cllr Halse had nothing further to add.
Cllrs Randall Johnson, Diviani, O’Leary and Twiss left the meeting

13/56
Public Questions

None
The Chairman declared the meeting back in session

13/57
Mayor’s Announcements and Questions for the Mayor
Cllr Foster expressed his sadness regarding the tragic fire incident and for the family for their loss.
Cllr Foster attended the health watch seminar by Devon Senior Voice, Devon in sight roadshow, and luncheon at Rugby club. A bench has finally been installed in Davey playing field.
A variety show has been orgainised for 4th May in aid of Mayor’s charities. All welcome.
13/58
To receive reports from Members with Special Responsibilities

Cllr Zarczynski - LAG
Cllr Zarczynski reported that he and the Town clerk attended a site meeting on 27th March. The good news and that was the excavating work was now done, and there were no signs of contamination, nor was it used as a former dumping round. Piling has been completed and the foundations were being laid down. The work was probably two weeks ahead of schedule and piling only took 3 days instead of 2 weeks.
Cllr Halse asked if the Town Council would be receiving money back as less work was required.

Cllr Zarczynski explained that as it was a fixed price contract it would not work like that.

Cllr Howard - Twinning
The AGM will be on 18th April 2013 and all are welcome.

Cllr Whitlock – Arts Forum  

Cllr Whitlock attended the arts forum at EDDC and informed the Town Council that many changes are proposed for the Thelma Hubert Gallery. All office space will now be upstairs which will enable the shop to increase in size and also to improve the café facilities.

Cllr Coombs - Allotments
Cllr combs informed the Town Council that Cllr Howard mentioned that possible allotment land was up for sale via an auction. Cllr Foster proposed that an Extraordinary meeting be called should the land be feasible and the Town Council needed to take action before the next scheduled meeting.
13/59
Correspondence
Correspondence received from 12th March 2013 to 2nd April 2013
Devon County Council


1. County Emergency Planning Service Newsletter – Homeowners guide to flood resilience

2. Honiton primary School Ofsted Report

3. Revised bus services

East Devon District Council


4. The Knowledge issues 42, (including portfolio Holder’s decision for increased charges for Home safeguard Alarm services and THG exhibition) and 43 (decision from finance portfolio Holder for ring & ride schemes application for financial assistance).

5. Forward Plan to 31 July 2013.

6. How your Council Tax is spent 2013/14

7. Environment Health Team charity event “Dogs Day Out 

8. EDDC Housing policy

Other

9. Blackdown Hills Newsletter – survey 2013 – have your say

10. The public sector show 2013 – Tuesday 30th April London Business Design Centre

11. BBC Things to do – activities run by the BBC and partners

12. Letter from resident complaining about recent level of noise from building work at Dowell Street

13. Letter from a resident regarding response to previous letter concerning Honiton Community Complex

14. Letter from resident regarding request for copies of correspondence items from previous Town Council meeting

15. Local Councils Update April 2013 Issue 161

16. Enquiry from resident regarding council tax 2013/14

Item 2 - Cllr Foster praised the school for the “outstanding” Ofsted report and wanted to congratulate the school for this achievement. The clerk will write to the school on behalf of the Town Council.
Item 3 - Bus service is to be improved and extended to cover Cranbrook on the Exeter to Honiton Route; however there will be no Sunday service.

Item 8 - Cllr Ash asked to see correspondence relating to EDDC’s proposed changes to housing policy.

Item 13 – Cllr Elliot asked if frequently asked questions and answers were available on the Town Council website to avoid the same questions being asked by the public. Cllr Whitlock explained that this was already available on Friends of Beehive website. It was suggested that both websites be linked together. Midas was also producing a monthly newsletter and would include notification of any events that would affect the residents.
Item 16 – an explanation of council tax and grant for council tax rebate was given by the clerk.

Item12 – Cllr Whitlock explained that all residents in local vicinity were sent a letter and thanked them for bearing with building work. Cllr Pavey hoped that the Town Council was sympathetic towards all complaints. Clerk confirmed that a letter had been sent in response apologising and that their concerns would be raised with the construction company.
Late Correspondence received from 2 to 8 April 2013

East Devon District Council 

a) The Knowledge issue 45 including details of new East Devon Editors and the Easter Art at the Thelma Hulbert Gallery
Other

b) Go Walkies at Countrywide Farmers store Honiton 12th April raising money for Guide Dogs

c) Road closure on A37 Sidbury Hill Monday 08/04/13 – Friday 10/05/13

d) Devon Senior Voice April 2013 issue 18

13/60 To discuss the need for updating declaration of interest registers
The clerk reminded all councillors that it was their responsibility to ensure that their forms were kept up to date.
13/61 To receive report from Deputy Clerk on planning committee vacancy and to appoint a replacement member following the resignation from the committee of Cllr Allen.

Cllr Groves confirmed she was happy to stand until May.
It was RESOLVED that Cllr Groves be on the planning committee.
13/62 To appoint a replacement Marketing representative following the resignation from the committee of Cllr Whitlock
Cllr Whitlock suggested that the Chamber of commerce take a lead on this without a representative from the Town Council.
Cllr Ash and Pavey were surprised that the town Council would not want to be involved. Cllr Harman mentioned that a number of people no longer attended and therefore agreed with Cllr Whitlock.

Cllr Elliot suggested that brainstorming this at Away Day would be of most benefit.
Cllr Foster proposed that this be discussed further at the Away Day on 1st May.

13/63 To receive and resolve as a correct record the minutes of the Policy meeting held 25th March 2013 and to resolve the following recommendations:



a) To approve the amended Data Protection Policy (attached)


b) To approve the amended Record Management Policy (attached)


c) To approve to appoint a representative for Bygone Christmas group

It was RESOLVED to receive, amend and agree the minutes of the policy meeting. 

Data protection Policy

Cllr Ash asked that CCTv be discussed further. It was agreed that this be another item for Away Day.

It was RESOLVED to approve the amended Data Protection policy.

Record Management Policy
It was RESOLVED to approve the amended Record Management policy.

Representative for Bygone Christmas

   It was agreed that this be discussed at the Away Day.

13/64 To receive report from Town Clerk regarding Sage Upgrade and to resolve to proceed with ordering the upgrade.

It was RESOLVED that the clerk upgrade the existing sage Instant 2009 to Sage 50 Version 2013 with 3 company license with a view to consider annual technical support/upgrades at a later stage.
The Chairman proposed that the meeting go into Part B session to discuss matters of a contractual nature. The press and public were asked to withdraw from the meeting at this point due to the nature of the business to be transacted.

13/65 To review market assistant’s contract
It was RESOLVED that the market assistant’s contract be changed to 16 hours per week fixed on an annual basis.

13/66 Close of Meeting

The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.55pm.
Signed Chair

13th May 2013

