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Honiton Town Council

AGENDA
Minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held at the Council Offices, New Street, Honiton on Tuesday 7th January 2014
Members present

St Michael’s Ward



St Paul’s Ward

Cllr Gary Elliot




Cllr Les Bayliss
Cllr David Foster



Cllr Roy Coombs

Cllr Sharon Pavey



Cllr Peter Corke

Cllr John Taylor




Cllr Vera Howard






Cllr John Zarczynski (Chairman)
In Attendance
Cllr Mike Allen, Cllr Vivienne Ash, Cllr Les Lunt, Cllr Vernon Whitlock
Town Clerk

Deputy Town Clerk

Mr Andrew Davies – Yelverton Properties

15 members of the public
3 members of the press

14/160 
To accept apologies for absence
Cllr Halse (P); 
14/161  To receive declarations of interest in items on the agenda and receipt of requests for new DPI dispensations on the agenda
Cllr Allen – East Devon District Councillor and Member of Development Management Committee
Cllr Pavey – Land West of Hayne Lane – attended residents’ meetings - personal

Cllr Lunt – Land off of Clapper Lane – wife works for estate agent – personal

Honiton Garage - it was noted that the Town Council has responsibility for the adjoining Turks Head Lane under the Parish Paths Partnership

14/162
To confirm the minutes of the Planning Committee held on 17th December 2013  
The minutes of the above meeting had been circulated and were approved and signed as a true record.
14/163
To consider the following applications, based on the information available
The following applications were considered, based on the information available.  Participation of those Councillors who are also Members of the District Council in both the debate and subsequent vote is on the basis that the views expressed are preliminary views taking account of the information presently made available to the Town Council. The District Councillors reserve their final views on the application until they are in full possession of all the relevant arguments for and against. 

	13/2744/MOUT
The Chairman declared the meeting out of session
Two members of the public addressed the meeting and raised various concerns and objections
Cllr Taylor joined the meeting at 7.15pm

The Chairman declared the meeting back in session

Signed Chair

The members of the public were thanked for their comments.  The Town Council agreed with the concerns raised.  

The Town Council unanimously objects to this application on the following grounds:

· Policy and guidance – under the new Local Plan process this site has been identified as a reserve housing site.  The Town Council considers that the Local Plan process should be duly followed and that any grant of planning permission at this stage would be premature
· Sustainability – the Town Council considers that the site is isolated from the town centre and is not easily accessible to public transport.  The Town Council is concerned that these factors will generate increased car usage and dependency.  The proposals with regard to cycle networks require close scrutiny with regard to whether these can be realised given the current cycle network in the town

· Infrastructure – the Town Council has serious concerns that, as yet, no deliverable scheme for improving Turks Head junction has been identified and there is no evidence that sufficient funding will be available to complete the work.  The Town Council strongly recommends that an improvement plan be put in place prior to any grant of planning permission for this site

· Access and traffic – the Town Council has concerns over the suitability of Hayne Lane for the proposed increase in traffic given that the road is single track with soft verges.  One access route will be through the AONB

Signed Chair

· Flooding and drainage – the Town Council has concerns regarding flooding and surface water run off given the increase in impermeable land should planning permission be granted 
· Loss of agricultural land – the Town Council is concerned over the further potential loss of agricultural land

· Affordable housing provision – the Town Council is concerned that the report states that an affordable housing provision of between 25-40% is subject to further discussion.  The Town Council is of the view that, should planning permission be granted, provision of not less than 40% would be acceptable in line with the recommendation of the Housing Officer
· Boundaries – the Town Council notes that the entire site is in Gittisham Parish whilst the impact on infrastructure and services will fall on Honiton.  Due to the East Devon District Council boundaries, Honiton Ward Members do not have full representation on proposals which will affect their Ward.  The Town Council requests that consideration be given to re-drawing boundaries in this location to more accurately reflect the situation
Due to the above issue of representation, Cllr Elliot proposed that the Ward Member for Feniton and Buckerell be asked to call in this application.  This was seconded by Cllr Pavey and WAS RESOLVED.

Signed Chair

It was agreed that a representative be appointed at the next meeting to attend and speak at the Development Management Committee.
	Ms Charlotte Robinson
c/o Heynes Planning Ltd
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	Land West of Hayne Lane, Honiton
Outline application comprising residential development (up to 300 units 40% of which would be affordable) including a new access onto Hayne Lane, highway improvements, open space, allotments and drainage (access only to be considered at this stage)

            21st January 2014 

             21st January 2014 

       21st January 2014 



	13/2698/MFUL
The Chairman declared the meeting out of session

A member of the public addressed the meeting in support of the application
The Chairman declared the meeting back in session

Cllr Coombs raised several concerns regarding a small part of the site which is outside the Built Up Area Boundary and in particular the stream and drainage adjacent to Turks Head Lane.  It was agreed that these concerns be forwarded to East Devon District Council in order that the issues be addressed during consideration of this planning application. 
The Town Council noted that this business provides a vital service to the town and unanimously supports this application.


	Mr R Harris

	Honiton Garage, Turks Head Lane, Honiton EX14 1BQ
Demolition of existing buildings and erection of workshop, shop with fast food outlet, extended canopy, additional fuel pumps, extended parking areas and relocated car wash



	13/2641/MFUL
The Chairman declared the meeting out of session

Mr Davies of Yelverton Properties addressed the meeting and advised of changes made to the proposals as a result of the public consultation.  Discussions had been held with Devon County Council and the Highways Agency regarding potential impact on the highway.  The developer is offering to dedicate a strip of land to improve Turks Head junction.
One member of the public, on behalf of 15 local residents, addressed the meeting and raised concerns and objections to the proposals.

Signed Chair

Councillors thanked Mr Davies and the member of the public whose concerns were noted.

Mr Davies answered questions with regard to potential overlooking, the orientation of the proposed building on the site and the potential noise from air conditioning units.

Cllr Pavey left the meeting

The Chairman declared the meeting back in session

The Town Council unanimously supports this application and would make the following comments:

· The Town Council requests that East Devon District Council Planning Officers rigorously check the plans with regard to the proposed proximity of the building to neighbouring properties in order to address residents’ concerns about overlooking and overbearing
· The Town Council has serious concerns with regard to the lack of a pedestrian crossing at Exeter Road and Turks Head Lane and requests that this matter be given priority by the appropriate authorities

The Chairman thanked all members of the public for attending.  
Members of the public left the meeting

Cllr Allen and Cllr Lunt left the meeting

	Yelverton Properties
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	Honiton Motel, Turks Head Lane, Honiton EX14 1BL
Demolition of existing motel buildings and erection of replacement 66 bedroom hotel building with ancillary restaurant/bar and associated car park and landscape works

             21st January 2014 



	13/2508/MOUT
(amended plans)

Cllr Foster declared a personal interest as family members attend the primary school

Cllr Whitlock declared a personal interest as Chair of the Advisory Board for the Children’s Centre
It was noted that the amendment relates solely to a minor change to the site boundary line shown on the plans

Signed Chair

It was agreed to request that East Devon District Council Ward Members call in this application.  It was further agreed to seek a site meeting with both East Devon District Council and Devon County Council Ward Members in order to highlight the Town Council’s concerns.

The Town Council notes the amendment and stands by its previous comments.

Cllr Ash and Cllr Whitlock left the meeting


	John Pigott & Dale Brazenall
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	Land off of Clapper Lane (previously allotments) Honiton
Outline application for construction of 10no dwellings and re-location of allotment gardens (access to be considered)

                 21st January 2014 


	13/2431/FUL

The Town Council unanimously supports this application


	Grason Investments Ltd
	112A High Street, Honiton 

EX14 1JP

Demolition of existing building and construction of three no. apartments and one no. dwelling



	13/2709/FUL
The Town Council unanimously supports this application

1 member of the press left the meeting


	Bank of Ireland
	Post Office, 64 High Street, Honiton EX14 1PB
Installation of ATM machine

	13/2807/TRE
The Town Council does not wish to comment on this application

It was agreed that the Deputy Town Clerk would advise the Tree Wardens of the content of tree applications in order to determine whether further consideration of applications should be undertaken.


	Mr G Morgan
	12 Lilley Walk (Land to the south of), Honiton EX14 2EA
T1 Ash – Pollard at approx 2.5m

T2 Sycamore - Pollard


14/164
To note planning decisions, copy letters and correspondence received and to resolve any matters arising
1. 
Notice of temporary prohibition of through traffic and parking – 16th February 2014 – Queen Street, Honiton to allow for BT pole renewal

Late correspondence was tabled at the meeting

East Devon District Council
Decision notices

a.
13/2487/FUL – Churchill House, 23-25 Church Hill, Honiton EX14 2DB – conversion of former mental health unit into 4no dwellings including alterations and new access – granted

b.
13/2552/FUL – 7 Turnpike, Honiton EX14 2HX – retention of rear dormer with timber cladding – granted

14/165
Close of meeting

The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.05pm.
Signed Chair
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