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Honiton Town Council

For the agenda, click here.
Minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held at The Beehive, Dowell Street, Honiton on Tuesday 21st July 2015 at 7.00pm.
Members present

St Michael’s Ward



St Paul’s Ward

Cllr John Taylor




Cllr Roy Coombs (Chairman)

Cllr Jackie Wadsworth



Cllr Vera Howard
In Attendance
Deputy Town Clerk

15/76
To accept apologies for absence
Cllr Alder (A/L); Cllr Hopkins (P); Cllr Kolek (A/L); Cllr McNally (P)
15/77
 To receive declarations of interest in items on the agenda and receipt of requests for new DPI dispensations on the agenda
Cllr Coombs – Lilac Haven – footpath co-ordinator – personal
15/78
To confirm the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 7th July 2015  
The minutes of the meeting, having been circulated in advance, were agreed and signed as a correct record.
15/79
To consider the following applications, based on the information available:

The following applications were considered, based on the information available.  Participation of those Councillors who are also Members of the District Council in both the debate and subsequent vote is on the basis that the views expressed are preliminary views taking account of the information presently made available to the Town Council. The District Councillors reserve their final views on the application until they are in full possession of all the relevant arguments for and against. 

	15/1208/FUL
(amended plans)

The comment from a neighbouring resident was noted.

Cllr Howard joined the meeting

The Town Council supports this application (For 3; Against 1)

	The Community Church Honiton
	The Kings Centre, Lees Buildings, High Street, Honiton EX14 1DH
Change of use and conversion of existing church centre to 4no. (C3 class use) residential units and associated parking provision



	15/0895/MFUL
(amended plans)

The letters from objectors were read and noted

The Town Council unanimously objects to this application on the grounds of loss of sustainability due to removal of the footpath from the proposals

Signed Chairman
	Mr D Vallender
	Lilac Haven, Jerrard Close, Honiton EX14 1DX
Redevelopment of site with 10no. houses

                    4th August 2015 



	15/1302/FUL
The Town Council unanimously objects to this application on the grounds that the fence is not in keeping with the street scene
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Mr A R Pellew
	Sunnyfield, Exeter Road, Honiton EX14 1AU
Retention of fence



	15/1600/LBC
The Town Council unanimously supports this application
	Mr M Witcombe
(MA Witcombe Ltd)
	Portland House, 149 High Street, Honiton EX14 1LJ
Replacement window to first floor rear elevation



	15/0889/ADV
The Town Council unanimously approved this application
	Mr T Smythe
Eden Vauxhall
	Eden Vauxhall, Heathpark Way, Honiton EX14 1SF
Display of 7no. internally illuminated fascia signs and 1no. externally illuminated fascia sign, 1no. internally illuminated totem sign and 1no. internally illuminated entrance panel and 4no. other signs




15/80
To note planning decisions, copy letters and correspondence received and to resolve any matters arising
1.
Notification of proposed base station upgrade works – South West Water Tower, Roodloft Reservoir, Honiton

Item 1. – the proposed work was noted and it was agreed that a response be sent confirming that the Town Council has no comment 

Late Correspondence
a.
Neighbourhood Plan – advice from EDDC that proposal to designate Honiton Parish as the Neighbourhood Area is open for consultation until 14th August

b.
Memo from EDDC advising of unauthorised occupation of EDDC owned land at Border Road, Heathpark, Honiton

c.
South West Highways – advice of fencing works on a section of Langford Road 29 July to 17 August 2015 

d.
Notice of temporary prohibition of through traffic and parking – 29 July to 2 August 2015 – Langford Lane – for fencing work

15/81
15/1413/FUL – land at rear of 147 High Street, Honiton – to note the comments submitted to East Devon District Council by those members who attended the site visit

A copy of the comments had been circulated in advance.  The comments were noted as follows:

The Town Council objects to the application for the following reasons:

Ecology and Biodiversity

Species of conservation concern
The Town Council notes that the applicant has stated that there are no protected and priority species near to the application site.  During a site visit on 10th July, the Town Council witnessed large numbers of swifts feeding near to and above the application site.    Swifts were also witnessed accessing the roof space of a building in very close proximity to the application site. Swifts are an RSPB Amber species and a bird of conservation concern.
Signed Chairman 







4th August 2015 
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Trees

The applicant has stated that there are no trees on land adjacent to the proposed development site that could influence the development or might be important as part of the local landscape character.  However, there is an established Horse Chestnut tree (with girth of approximately 88cm) on the boundary line of the site with the EDDC Lace Walk car park.  The Town Council is concerned that development close to this tree will have a detrimental impact on the health of the tree which has a high amenity value as part of the local landscape character and is in the Conservation Area.

Layout

The Town Council considers that the proposed development would have a detrimental impact on neighbouring properties due to overbearing and visual impact.

Ownership of Access

From Land Registry records (Title numbers DN70008 and DN289908) it would seem that the application site is separate from other land in the applicants’ ownership and that no right of access appears to exist.  The Town Council questions whether this would impact on the provision of public services to the proposed development eg. refuse collection.

Parking provision

The Town Council is also concerned that any development would exacerbate an already difficult situation with regards to residents’ parking in the local area.

15/82
Close of meeting
Prior to the close of meeting, Cllr Wadsworth reported a problem with a tree owned by East Devon District Council in Joslin Road.  It was agreed that the Tree Wardens would assess the tree and report back should any action be needed.

The Chairman advised that he had received a letter in a personal capacity from East Devon District Council regarding application 15/0655/MFUL - Brookfield Farm, Offwell.  The Chairman would be attending the meeting of the Development Management Committee on 4th August in order to object to the application, again in a personal capacity.  It was agreed that Cllr Taylor would represent the Town Council at the meeting.
The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.14pm.
Signed Chairman








4th August 2015     
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