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Honiton Town Council

Minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held at The Beehive, Dowell Street, Honiton on Tuesday 17th of November 2015 at 7.00pm.
Members present

St Michael’s Ward



St Paul’s Ward

Cllr Ashley Alder



Cllr Roy Coombs (Chairman)

Cllr Ken Hopkins




Cllr Jill McNally





In Attendance
Deputy Town Clerk
1 member of the public

15/133
To accept apologies for absence
Cllr Howard (S); Cllr Kolek (P); Cllr Taylor (P); Cllr Wadsworth (S)
15/134
 To receive declarations of interest in items on the agenda and receipt of requests for new DPI dispensations on the agenda
Cllr McNally – Lilac Haven – former owner of the site known to member - personal
15/135
To confirm the minutes of the Planning Committee meeting held on 3rd November 2015  
The minutes of the meeting had been circulated in advance and were agreed and signed as a correct record. 
15/136
To consider the following applications, based on the information available:

The following applications were considered, based on the information available.  Participation of those Councillors who are also Members of the District Council in both the debate and subsequent vote is on the basis that the views expressed are preliminary views taking account of the information presently made available to the Town Council. The District Councillors reserve their final views on the application until they are in full possession of all the relevant arguments for and against. 

	The Chairman advised that the member of the public, who is also the applicant, wished to speak on application 15/2459/FUL.  It was agreed to bring this item forward on the agenda.
15/2459/FUL

The Chairman declared the meeting out of session

The applicant addressed the Committee and members put questions with regard to surface water drainage, impact on the East Devon AONB and the trees on the site.
The Chairman declared the meeting back in session

Signed Chairman

The Town Council supports this application and wishes to encourage the use of Passive House design.  The Town Council would also wish to see that the conditions in the Appeal Decision with regard to trees are adhered to.
The member of the public left the meeting


	J, B & S Marshall
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	Land north of Willowtrees, Higher Brand Lane, Honiton
Construction of 2no. semi detached dwellings

             1st December 2015

	15/2486/VAR
The Town Council unanimously supports this application (Cllr McNally did not vote)
	Mr D Vallender
	Lilac Haven, Jerrard Close, Honiton EX14 1DX
Variation of condition 2 of planning consent 15/0895/MFUL (redevelopment of site with 10no. dwellings) to alter internal layouts, fenestration detailing and re-configuration of units 5 & 6 (with unit extending over garage)



	15/2335/COU
The Town Council supports this application (for 2; against 2; Chairman’s casting vote used)
	Mr D Hawkins
	200 High Street, Honiton EX14 1AJ
Change of use from dwelling to large house in multiple occupation for up to 10 people




15/137
To note planning decisions, copy letters and correspondence received and to resolve any matters arising
Decision Notices
1. 15/2267/FUL – 21 Brand Road, Honiton EX14 2FD – construction of two storey side extension – granted
2. 15/2200/TRE – 8 Mathews Close, Honiton EX14 2WD – T1 & T2 Oak: crown reduction to points 1.5m below previous reduction points with pruning cuts of up to 200mm diameter – granted
3. 15/2296/FUL – Little Orchard, Orchard Way, Honiton EX14 1HJ – retention of first floor window in east elevation.  Provision of window to south and west roof slopes - granted
Other

4. Protocol on consultation with developers – response from EDDC 

5. 15/0895/MFUL – Lilac Haven – reply from EDDC 

6. EDDC – letter regarding paper copies of planning applications from 1 May 2016

7. Notification of Premises License Minor Variation Application – Premier Inn – minor alterations to the layout of the premises

8. DALC Newsletter November 2015 – The Housing and Planning Bill

9. Notification of temporary prohibition of through traffic – 5th December 2015 between 17.00 and 19.30 – High Street and Exeter Road – for Honiton Christmas Carnival

10. Notification of temporary 10mph speed limit – 27 – 30 November 2015 – Littletown Road from a point 35 metres east of the junction with Streamers Meadows in a westerly direction for a distance of 435 metres – for resurfacing

11. Notification of temporary prohibition of through traffic – 11- 15 January 2016 – Northcote Hill, west side of railway bridge – under and to east side of railway bridge – for installation of new illuminated traffic signs adjacent to the railway bridge in Northcote Hill

Item 4. – The Deputy Town Clerk read the response from EDDC.

Item 5. – the Deputy Town Clerk read the reply from EDDC.  The reply was noted and it was agreed that no further action be taken.

Signed Chairman
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Item 8. – the Deputy Town Clerk read the DALC Newsletter with regard to the Housing and Planning Bill.  This was noted and it was agreed to draw the potential implications of the Bill to the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group.

Late Correspondence
a. EDDC Gypsy and Traveller Development Plan Document – call for sites

b. EDDC – notification of licensing applications received – JK’s Bistro and Premier Inn

c. Notice of cancellation of temporary prohibition of through traffic & parking – Middlehill Farm to Blannicombe Farm – works cancelled

d. 15/2439/TCA – Whitewings, King Street – enquiry and response from EDDC regarding previous tree works

Item c. – It was agreed to enquire as to the reason for the cancellation of the road works from Middlehill Farm to Blannicombe Farm.

Item d. – The Deputy Town Clerk read the response from EDDC which advised that pruning a productive fruit tree is an exception to the requirement to give notice to the District Council.  It was agreed that the Tree Wardens would assess any future applications involving fruit trees in order to decide whether any comments were necessary.

15/138
15/2439/TCA – Whitewings, King Street, Honiton EX14 1AG – T4 Apple – fell and replant – to note the comments submitted to EDDC following the site visit

The comments submitted were as follows:

A site visit was undertaken on 12th November and the following comments noted with regard to T4, Apple:

· The tree is still partly in leaf

· There is no obvious evidence of disease in the whole tree although heavy past pruning has not been done well resulting in some die back.  One branch has been lopped with disease setting in from the saw cut 

· There are new leaders and new stems are very strong

· There is no sign of any fungus near the fence but is superficial loss of bark near the root

· The tree does not seem to be affecting the trees on either side – the Silver Birch and Crab Apple

· The tree has been mistreated but will recover given the chance.  If the tree had been kept at a reasonable height it would have been visible from King Street as the Silver Birch is very visible

Taking the above comments into account, and the fact that the tree is not dead, dying or dangerous, the Town Council considers that there are NO grounds for felling this tree in the Conservation Area.

15/139
To close the meeting
Prior to the close of the meeting, the Chairman advised that the Deputy Town Clerk has followed up the matter of the informal agreement for replacement planting following the removal of the Conifer at the rear of NatWest Bank.  Further information from EDDC is awaited.
The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.40pm.

Signed Chairman
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