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Honiton Town Council

Minutes of the Town Management Advisory Committee held on Monday 

16th June 2008

Present

Councillors – Cllr Boom, Cllr Casson, Cllr Coombs, Cllr Farnham, Cllr Morgan

Non- Councillors – Sgt John Gait (Honiton Police)

33. Apologies for absence

Apology received from Roger Stribling (Highways Agency), Paul Wilson (DCC), Cllr Ash, Cllr Tratt. 

34. Appointment of Chairman and Deputy Chairman

Cllr Boom proposed Cllr Casson to be Chairman. This was seconded by Cllr Morgan and carried. Cllr Casson proposed Cllr Morgan to be Deputy Chairman. This was seconded by Cllr Farnham and was carried.

35. A35 Safety Measures

Mr Wilson had sent a message to the committee that he had chased the Highways Agency on the long overdue report. Mr Stribling had sent a message to the committee saying that the Highways Agency designers were currently working on schemes in and around Honiton but he did not feel there was anything appropriate to form a meaningful discussion with the Council at this time. He sent assurances that work was progressing on the schemes and he would be having a meeting during the following week to receive an update from the designers on progress of the schemes. 

Sgt Gait confirmed that the police would support a reduction in the speed limit on Kings Road in support of local opinion.

The committee reinforced Honiton Town Council’s instruction to the Clerk to write to a higher authority within the Highways Agency to express their dissatisfaction and frustration regarding this matter and enclosing 2 letters recently received from members of the public expressing their concern about safety on Kings Road.

Cllr Morgan would follow up a suggestion to go to Angela Browning MP’s local surgery to raise this matter personally.

36.  Reversing Priority for Orchard Way

Mr Wilson had sent a message to the committee commenting that the link road from Orchard Way to the roundabout on the A35 is a private road so any proposals for this would need to be addressed by the owners.

37.  Layout of High Street/New Stree junction

Mr Wilson had sent a message to the committee that there is £10,000 allocated for the design of this junction this year and the brief is with the designers. As soon as they come up with a proposal, a plan will be sent to the Town Council for their consideration.

The Clerk was instructed to ask Mr Wilson for the time factor in this concern.

38.  Large Vehicles trying to gain access under Railway Bridge

Mr Wilson had sent a message to the committee reporting that this matter had been looked at before and Devon County Council had struggled to find a solution. 
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Members considered that the main problem was with vehicles accessing Bradfords and that it was not a major problem.

39.  Repainting of Lines at entrance to Heathpark + Improvements to Minifie Road/Lee Close

Mr Wilson had sent a message to the committee confirming that he would ask the maintenance team to add these to their list.

40.  Provision of dropped kerbs at Dunning Court 

Mr Wilson had indicated that most of Dunning Court is private so it is likely that this is something residents need to consider for themselves. The Clerk was instructed to raise this matter further with East Devon District Council.

41.  Markings of Cycleways

Mr Wilson had reported that the problems in Waterleat have been reported back to the developer to address. Cllr Coombs reported that this matter referred to a missing cycle way and the Clerk was instructed to pursue this matter with Mr Wilson.

Mr Wilson had reported that in the case of Heathfields Farm, he believed everything was correct according to the agreed drawings. Cllr Coombs reported that this matter concerned the creation of a new cycle path.

42.  Town Signs

Cllr Coombs outlined his concerns regarding the town sign at the top of Church Hill and his reasons for feeling, from a safety point of view, it needed moving to Lower Marlpits Hill. He also felt that a sign should be put up at Roundball Bridge. The Clerk was instructed to follow this up with Mr Wilson.

43.  Residents’ Concerns

Mr Wilson had reported that Devon County Council is still waiting for a response from Cllr Roger Boote on the proposed changes re the parking restriction review. Unfortunately there was no funding allocated in the Local Transport Plan for new traffic orders for this financial year and he suggested that an approach be made to Cllrs Boote and Nicholson to see if they would jointly fund this through their Community Budget allowance.

Letters had been received from residents regarding parking at the hospital and the surgery and also regarding disabled parking in the High Street. Sgt Gait reported that the police were no longer able to take action against parking violations unless they included an obstruction which could cause danger. Cllr Casson reported that the hospital had conducted a recent traffic survey and found that the majority of people parking in the hospital car park were local. 

It was felt that disabled drivers were well catered for in the car parks but the Clerk was instructed to speak to Highways regarding the possibility of designated disabled parking in the High Street.

Sgt Gait reported that recent analysis of the 290 PACT cards completed since Christmas showed anti‑social behaviour as the top priority for residents, with traffic and parking second. Only 3 people had reported problems with vandalism but concerns about litter were higher.

A resident had raised the problem at the Annual Town Meeting of the crossing outside Somerfields not having an audible indicator. The Clerk was instructed to discuss with Mr Wilson the replacement of this crossing with a straight crossing with a central aisle and audible indicator.
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A group of residents had raised concerns regarding affordable housing. Cllr Casson reported that the housing sub‑committee had recently met with the new housing officer but she was concerned about the Development Trust indicating they had identified 2 sites. It was agreed that the Housing Sub‑Committee should ask someone from the Development Trust to join as a member to ensure cohesion.

44.  Narrow Footways in King Street and Mill Street

Members discussed this problem but were unable to suggest a solution. The Clerk would discuss with Mr Wilson.

45.  Progress with CCTv

Sgt Gait reported that progress had been slowed due to Headquarters procedures. The local police were very supportive of the scheme and the BT broadband line was now in. The Town Council had bought the laptop for the police and this was currently being loaded by Cougar. This would allow the police to monitor footage before asking the Clerk to download images. Progress with Cougar had recently been slow but the Mayor had been in contact with them and this was now beginning to move again. 

The scheme was being expanded and there was a possibility that more money was being donated, allowing for more cameras in the near future. East Devon District Council had indicated that they were unable to support financially but Sgt Gait reported that he was asking Devon County Council for funding under the monies received for the sale of Exeter Airport. 

Heathpark remained a problem and the police had spoken with the traders about installing a private CCTV system – they were however not keen to do this. Refurbishments in Lace Walk would result in the upgrading of their system.

46.  Meeting with Town Traders

The Town Council and Chamber of Commerce had recently jointly had a meeting with a group of traders from the town. The Clerk circulated the results of the concerns raised. These were being taken forward by the Chamber supported by the Council.

Cllr Farnham queried progress on fingerposts for the town. The Clerk reported that there was currently no funding available for this other than adding to the precept. 

Cllr Boom reported that the signs for the Glen (paid for under the Lottery funding) were being put up outside W H Smith; at both ends of Ducks Path; on Church Hill. In addition a notice board was being put up in Lace Walk car park which would include details of other areas of the town. 

47.  Design Statement

Honiton Town Council is taking over responsibility for planning applications for advertisements on fascia boards and hanging signs and is interested in putting together guidelines for traders. A working party of Cllrs Casson, Farnham, Morgan and the Clerk would discuss this further and take recommendations to the Planning Committee. 

The Chair closed the meeting at 4.15pm
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