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HONITON TOWN COUNCIL

AGENDA
27th May POLICY COMMITTEE AGENDA
Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held at the Town Council Offices @ Beehive on 

Monday 9 June 2014
Present

St Michael’s Ward




St Paul’s Ward

Cllr Nick Cornwell




Cllr Vivienne Ash

Cllr Gary Elliot





Cllr Les Bayliss

Cllr Susan Groves




Cllr Henry Brown

Cllr Peter Halse  **




Cllr Roy Coombs

Cllr Sharon Pavey




Cllr Peter Corke

Cllr John Taylor





Cllr Caroline Kolek







Cllr Les Lunt







Cllr John Zarczynski
** Also EDDC Councillor


In Attendance

Heather Penwarden and Sue Holland
Press – Katy Griffin (Midweek Herald), Jack Dixon (Pulman’s View)
Chetna Jones - Town Clerk

Apologies received from Cllr Sara Randall-Johnson, DCC

The period of prayer prior to the start of the meeting was led by Rev David Beardsley
14/308
To receive apologies for absence

Apologies were received from Cllr Vernon Whitlock.
14/309
To receive declarations of interest
Cllr Ash - Community Complex Director (DPI) and Friends of Beehive member (P) 

Cllr Pavey- Friends of Beehive member (P) and Transition Town Honiton member
14/310
Minutes of meeting held 12th May 2014 
The minutes, having previously been circulated, were then approved and signed by the Chairman as a true record.

The Chairman declared the meeting out of session

14/311 To receive the Police Report

Apologies were received and absence was due to an emergency situation arising at the Station.
14/312
To receive reports from District and County Ward Members

Cllr Diviani will be attending a meeting with Wonford House to review the set up for discharging patients in order that this is made more efficient. Cllr Diviani will also be meeting up with Nick Boles, MP to discuss housing matters in Devon and attending a meeting of the People and Places Board. He will be away on holiday after that.
Cllr O’Leary confirmed that Cabinet at EDDC had agreed to transfer the Thelma Hulbert Gallery to the LED Trust subject to successful grant application. Cllr O’Leary felt this was the best way forward in order to ensure the Galley survives.

Cllr Twiss confirmed that the environmental health team have received a “clean bill of health” following and audit by the Food Standards Agency. Cllr Twiss went on to give a few statistics including that 20 requests had been received by the environmental health team of which 2 were for infectious diseases and 8 for work related incidents.
Cllr Twiss informed the Council that a report on Cardboard Collection will be given to Cabinet in July and he hoped that collections will commence within this financial year. Discussions were also taking place with SITA regarding recycling of plastics.

Cllr Pavey asked if the Council would be willing to attend and provide support . This was agreed by the Mayor who then asked which members would like to attend. Cllr Pavey and Cllr Kolek both stated they would be interested and the office will provide them with a statement on behalf of the Council.

Cllr Ash asked what progress was made on the sports strategy. Cllr Twiss confirmed that this was a really important piece of work, one that was on-going and would ensure an update would be provided to the Town Council.
Cllr Elliot asked about grass cutting in the Town. Cllr Twiss confirmed that due to a wet and mild spring the grass was growing at a much faster rate than normal. EDDC normally cut approximately 4 times within the season. Cllr Diviani confirmed that that the County completed the safety aspects and the remainder would normally be done by Streetscene.

Cllr Kolek asked about timescales for when all plastics would be recycled. Cllr Twiss confirmed that discussions were currently taking place and that ways of improving the process were also being investigated.
Cllr Pavey confirmed that Transition Town Honiton had been given permission to set up a community recycling area within the school grounds.

County and Ward members left the meeting

14/314
Presentation on Dementia Awareness by Heather Penwarden 

Mrs Penwarden gave a presentation on how the Town was aiming to become a Dementia Friendly Town. Her presentation included an explanation of her role as a dementia champion and her personal pledge to create 200 friends, Her aim was to form an alliance group to define the criteria and organise events such as a Dementia Awareness Day. 
Cllr Ash confirmed that Honiton Together project could be used to help develop this.

Cllr Pavey asked how the Town Council can help. Mrs Penwarden confirmed that members could join the steering group, display information on the website and provide meeting rooms.

Cllr Kolek was keen that the Town Council supported this and wanted to understand what difference being a dementia friendly Town would be as opposed to not. Mrs Penwarden explained that it was about giving the individual the confidence to lead an independent life knowing that on occasions they would be forgetful but that was acceptable. It was also about teaching staff how to handle such situations in a more sensitive manner. Cllr Kolek confirmed that as Champion she would be very willing to join the steering group.

Cllr Pavey and Cllr Taylor also indicate that they wished to join the group.

Mrs Penwarden requested that the Town Clerk provide contact details for all 3 members.

The Mayor thanked both Mrs Penwarden and Mrs Holland for attending and giving such an informative presentation.

14/314
Public Question Time
The Clerk advised that no questions had been received.

The Chairman declared the meeting back in session

14/315
Mayor’s Announcements and Questions for the Mayor

The Mayor confirmed that he attended a 104th birthday celebration. He will also be attending 3 events on 12th June. The Mayor went on to reiterate that the Beehive functioned as a combined team. He was very proud of this wonderful facility and grateful to so many people who work so hard together. He added that this Town Council would benefit from working together by taking into account any negative comments and ensuring that they are used to produce a positive outcome and also to show respect for each other. He finished by saying he was honoured to be the Mayor and that he could not function without the help of all members of this Council.
14/316
To receive reports from Members with Special Responsibilities

Cllr Corke – Chamber of Commerce and Tourist Information Centre

Cllr Corke recently attended a Chamber of Commerce meeting where they agreed that Tony McCollum will be the Marketing Committee representative on behalf of the Chamber of Commerce. He confirmed that there were at least 20 businesses members that attended the recent breakfast meeting and that businesses were being asked to contribute towards Christmas Lights.

Cllr Corke added that he will be attending a Tourist Information Centre meeting later this week.

Cllr Howard – Twinning

Cllr Howard recently attended the twinning celebrations in Mézidon-Canon along with Gronau, France with 9 other twinners. Cllr Howard also signed the Charter on behalf of the Town Council. There was a very good link between the three towns, one which should be kept going for future years.

Cllr Coombs – Footpath Inspection

Cllr Coombs informed the Council that an inspection was carried out and that areas requiring attention were identified and reported to Devon County Council.

Cllr Coombs – Himalayan Balsam 

Cllr Coombs was concerned that of the two groups involved in clearing Himalayan Balsam one had specified that they were clearing in Honiton in an area where he believe there was none of this invasive species. He was investigating this matter.

The areas known to Councillor Coombs are Northcote and Stoney Lane. The latter was in very serious state and if not eradicated would reach the River Gissage.
Cllr Elliot – Scouts

Cllr Elliot assisted the scouts in helping to clean the War Memorial in remembrance of the 70th Anniversary of D-Day landing.

Cllr Zarczynski – Deputy Mayor

Cllr Zarczynski thanked Cllr Elliot for attending on his behalf. He also attended the Hospital Fete on behalf of the Mayor and confirmed that there was a good turnout for the event.

Cllr Kolek – Domestic Abuse
Cllr Kolek confirmed that the Devon Domestic & Abuse Alliance was being set up and the Inaugural meeting was to be held on 1st July and she would be attending.

Cllr Pavey – Recycling

LED will be adding recycling bins in their changing room and cafeteria area.

14/317
Correspondence

Correspondence received from 13th May 2014 to 3rd June 2014

Devon County Council


       East Devon District Council


1. The Knowledge, issue 1 and 3

2. East Devon District Council Forward Plan 1st June 2014 to 31st September 2014

3. Press release regarding Sports Project in Honiton to receive s106 funding

Other

4. Community Payback Competition

5. Community Action Trust Newsletter – Spring 2014

6. Local Council’s Update Issue 174

7. Letter from Exeter and East Devon Mind requesting funding to continue the service they provide to help people with mental health problems.

Item 4 – It was agreed that the Town Clerk will make further enquiries regarding the Community Payback scheme and then the Finance Committee could review whether any funds were available.

Correspondence received from 4th June 2014 to 9th June 2014

Devon County Council

a) Emergency Management Newsletter June 2014


       East Devon District Council


b) The Knowledge, issue 4

c) Honiton Community Festival Saturday 12th July 1 – 4pm

Other

d) Letter from NALC regarding the Raising of a Flag for the Commonwealth in March 2015

e) Historic Towns Forum – June newsletter including a very good article on Neighbourhood Plan What, Why and How.

f) DALC Newsletter June 2014

g) LCR Summer 2014 including articles on How to deal with Planning and how to make social media work for you.

Item d) – Cllr Coombs requested that the Town Council participate and the Town Clerk was asked to make further enquiries.

Item f) The Town Clerk was asked to provide the details on dementia to all Councillors.

Item e) The Town Clerk was asked to provide the details on dementia to all Councillors.

Item c) Councillors were informed of the Honiton Community Festival date and asked that suggestions for stalls be sent to Alex Gibson at EDDC.

14/318
Update of Devon County Council’s Consultation for Day Care and Youth Services Review 
It was agreed that the Town Clerk send an email to both County Councillors about concerns for youth and Day Care Services in particular
1. The provision may not be secular

2. Exmouth the only hub identified in East Devon even though Honiton has the second highest number of youth.

3. What provisions will be provided should Honiton’s Youth Centre close.

4. There had been no engagement or details of offers from organisations from Devon County Council

5. Taking away a service from those who are diagnosed with dementia and really appreciate being able to go to St Michael’s Day Care Centre.
14/319
To receive and approve the minutes of the Policy Committee meeting dated 27th May 2014 

It was agreed that the minutes be amended to include “based on the report produced by the Town Clerk” at the end of the first sentence in minute ref 14/89.

Cllr Elliot proposed the minutes be signed. This was seconded by Cllr Groves and all voted unanimously in Favour.

14/320 To resolve recommendations Policy Committee

IT WAS RESOLVED
a) To approve the draft Standing Orders

It was agreed that the letting of the Council meeting room be postponed until further information on the lease had been obtained.

14/321 Appointment of: 

It was agreed that additional names were to be included.

IT WAS RESOLVED


a) Cllr Susan Groves as a member of


  

1.  The Planning Committee


  

2.  The Finance Committee



b) Cllr Gary Elliot as a member of

1. The Finance Committee


   c)  Cllr Henry Brown as a member of




1.   The Planning Committee


  

2.  The Policy Committee

14/322
Resignation of David Foster as Councillor of Honiton Town Council

The resignation was noted and Cllr Halse thanked David Foster for all his efforts whist serving at Town Council and added that he was very grateful for the lead he took and his friendliness. The Town Council was very well served.
14/323
Update from Honiton Together Project
It was as agreed that this was the future way forward and that Alex Gibson should be invited to give a presentation.
14/324
To agree the terms of the Parking Order to be in place to allow for the set up of a Public Car park at The Beehive, Dowell Street
A debate took place and the following matters were discussed:
· Parents with young Children would want to be able to park for 10 minutes whilst they dropped older siblings inside.

· Charge on Sundays

· Charge until 6.30pm

· Why were 4 spaces allocated to Honiton Town Council

· Permits offered to users of the Beehive

· Members of the public wishing to drop in to report a problem to the Town Council should be able to park for a short time

· Parking Order was for a public car park and therefore cannot operate as a private car park

· Refund tickets to be available

It was agreed that a working group be set up and consist of Cllr Cornwell, Cllr Kolek, Cllr Coombs, Cllr Taylor and Cllr Ash and that a Beehive representative be allowed but only in an advisory capacity.

14/325
To update and provide any recommendations following a review of all the historical memorabilia that was originally located in the Senior Citizen Centre in New Street.
It was agreed that the memorabilia did belong at the Beehive and that the painting of Mrs Phillips and the Mayors boards should also be displayed. Further discussions were required before a final recommendation could be made.
Cllr Ash left the meeting.

14/326 To receive a report from Honiton Community Complex t/a The Beehive 
The report was received and it was noted the number of hours that were put in by the Directors and volunteers. Further comments were added and included:
· No financial report

· The report was excellent and reflected the amount of work that is put in but it was a pity that the part about not being able to employ staff without a Council’s decision on charitable status had been included

· Councillors had attended the Beehive Experience and were amazed by the about of organising, liaising and communicating that was required.
14/327
Close of Meeting
The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.47pm.
Signed Chair

14th July 2014

