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Honiton Town Council

Minutes of the meeting of Honiton Town Council held at the Senior Citizens’ Centre, New Street, Honiton on Monday the Twenty‑fourth day of November 2008.

Members present

	St Michael’s Ward
	St Paul’s Ward

	Cllr A Boom
	Cllr Miss V Ash *** (Acting Chairman)

	Cllr Mrs S A Casson
	Cllr J P Corke

	Cllr P J Fleming
	Cllr R A Farnham

	Cllr R H Gaughan
	Cllr Mrs V A Howard

	Cllr Mrs J F McNally
	Cllr Mrs M D Morgan

	Cllr M J Teare
	

	Cllr V C Whitlock
	


*** = Also District Councillor


The period of prayer before the meeting commenced was led by Rev Allan Sheath and contained a minute’s silence in memory of Cllr Tratt.

 
315.    To note the death on Friday 7 November of Cllr Chris Tratt, Mayor of Honiton

Councillors noted with deep regret the death of the Mayor of Honiton. Cllr Ash expressed, on behalf of the Council, her full commiserations to Mrs Tratt, her family and the wider community of Honiton. She thanked the Clerk and Assistant Clerks for all their hard work during this difficult time and also Cllr Whitlock for returning to the office on 7 November to help. She also thanked all Councillors for their offers of support and help. She noted that in the middle of these difficult times, the Tesco Inquiry had taken place and she thanked Cllr Coombs, the Clerk and the residents of Honiton for all their hard work on this matter.

316.
To discuss the Chairmanship of the Council following the death of Cllr Tratt

Cllr Gaughan proposed acceptance of the proposals put forward by the Clerk. This was seconded by Cllr Whitlock and WAS RESOLVED as follows :

a.
That the Council does not elect a Mayor to replace Cllr Chris Tratt until May 2009.

b.
That Cllr Vivienne Ash continue as Deputy Mayor and Acting Chairman of the Council until May 2009. (Note : Under the Local Government Act this will mean that legally Cllr Ash will be the Chairman since the Council has to have a Chairman).

c.
That Mrs Jean Tratt continue as Mayoress of Honiton until May 2009, undertaking civic duties as she feels able and by agreement with the Council.

d.
That no deputy be appointed to support Cllr Ash but that the Chairs of the Council’s committees (Cllrs Casson, Teare, Whitlock) jointly be regarded as taking responsibility in Cllr Ash’s absence – as set by precedent by the late Cllr Tratt.

e.
That signatories to the Council’s bank accounts be extended to Cllrs Casson and Teare (Cllrs Ash and Whitlock being current signatories).

f.
That a fitting tribute as a memorial to the late Cllr Tratt be discussed by the Council at its meeting on 8th December.

Cllr Whitlock stated the Council’s appreciation of the burden being taken on by Cllr Ash and confirmed its wholehearted support for her.

317.
Apologies for absence.

Apologies for absence had been received from Cllr Halse (P), Cllr McGuire (A/L) and Cllr Holloway (P).

318.
To receive declarations of interest in items on the agenda

Cllr Howard – A35 

Cllr Morgan – A35

Cllr Ash – Community Complex

Cllr Farnham – Community Complex

Cllr Boom – Community Complex

Cllr Whitlock – Community Complex

319. 
To receive and confirm as a correct record the minutes of the Council meeting held on 

13 October 2008.

The minutes having been circulated prior to the meeting were approved and signed as a true record.

Signed Chair
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320.  
Reports from County and District Councillors. 

Cllr Boote had sent his apologies.

Cllr Ash reported that East Devon District Council has set up a Sustainable Buildings Task and Finish Forum to look at imaginative ways of building houses in the future using sustainable methods. She would report back progress as appropriate.
321.  Public question time 

The meeting was suspended.

a) Mrs Sheila McBrearty asked 

1. What is a breakdown of monies paid to architects and ancillary consultants (ie re landscaping and acoustics etc)

a) since February 2003

b) during the twenty years before February 2003

c) where did these funds come from?

Cllr Teare responded as follows :

Between 2005 and 2007 £85697.12 was paid in professional fees. This included a £60,000 anonymous donation and a drawdown from the funding available from East Devon District Council. In the twenty years prior to February 2003 £58000 of Lottery funding was spent to form the basis of a feasibility study.

2. How many sub‑committees are there?

a) what are the names of those on the steering committee of the Honiton Community Complex?

b) what are the names of those on the finance committee?

c) what are the names of those on the planning committee?

Cllr Teare responded as follows :

Members of the Community Complex steering committee are Cllrs Ash, Teare, Holloway, Boom, Whitlock and Halse representing Honiton Town Council, East Devon District Council, Honiton Development Trust and Honiton Community Complex Association. Mrs Marion Olive has also been a member and other people have expressed an interest.

Members of the Policy committee (which is responsible for finance) are currently all Councillors in office.

Members of the Planning committee are all Councillors in office.

3. Bearing in mind that Honiton attracts tourists – sometimes by the coach load, what is the update on providing additional lavatories?

Cllr Ash responded that this matter would be taken to both the Town Management Advisory Committee and the Local Development Framework working group.

b) Mr Syd Taylor asked whether the Town Council would take steps that are needed to guarantee public consultation occurs upon matters arising from the proposals regarding changes to the High Street/New Street layout.

Cllr Ash replied that she would ask the Council, when back in session, whether it wished to write to Devon County Council to ask what public consultation they would be undertaking.

c) Mrs Marion Olive read out a letter supporting the community complex and asking Councillors whether they were aware of the consultations and discussions which had taken place before to get the project to the present stage and the waste of money that would occur should the project be delayed. She pointed out that Honiton currently had nowhere suitable to receive important visitors and asked how much the loan would now cost each household each week for the next 25 years.

The Clerk responded that the previous Town Clerk’s estimate of 4p per week was still accurate, taking account of the current interest rate of 4.53% giving a half yearly payment of £8405.38 and a total over 25 years of £420269.

The meeting was resumed. 

Signed Chair
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322.  Matters Arising from Public Question Time

Cllr Ash asked Members whether it was their wish that the Council write to Devon County Council following Mr Taylor’s letter to enquire what public consultation they will be undertaking regarding proposed changes to the High Street/New Street junction. This was agreed.

323.  Police report.

PC Atyeo had been unable to attend and there was no police report.

324. Correspondence received

East Devon District Council 

1.
The Knowledge Issue 23

2.
The Knowledge Issue 24

3.
The Knowledge Issue 25 including article on Thelma Hulbert Gallery “Present Makers 08”

4.
Correspondence re Removal of Telephone Kiosks

4a.
The Knowledge Issue 26

4b.
The Knowledge Issue 27 including article on Thelma Hulbert Gallery and Obituary re Cllr Tratt

Meetings

5.
Agenda and papers for Corporate Overview Committee 23 October

6.
Agenda and papers for Honiton Street Market Advisory Forum 28 October

7.
Agenda and papers for Executive Board 5 November including (a) forward plan to 28 February (b) proposal to support a Town Centre Manager for Seaton

7a.
Agenda and papers for Development Control Committee 18 November

Others

8.
Correspondence from residents with regard to Community Complex loan and provision of allotments

9.
Correspondence from Honiton 729 Club thanking for advice of 2009 loan

10.
Correspondence from Citizens Advice Bureau setting out future representation by Honiton Town Council

11.
Open Space Autumn 2008

12.
Notes of a meeting between Blackdown Hills residents and East Devon District Council regarding future planning for motor sports

13.
Correspondence from East Devon Volunteer Support Agency with invitation to Forum and AGM on 12 November

14.
Switchover News October 2008

15.
DAPC Annual Report 2007‑8

16.
DIS Extra Issues 694 and 695

17.
The Playing Field Autumn 2008

18.
Countryside Voice Autumn 2008

19.
RD&E Annual Report 2007/8 + RD&E Express

20.
Local Councils Update November 2008

All the above correspondence was noted.

Late correspondence 19‑24 November 2008 

Government

a.
Government Opportunities November/December 2008

b.
ModernGov November 2008

East Devon District Council

c.
The Knowledge 7 November & 21 November 2008

d.
Council News Roundup September/October 2008 

e.
Environmental Health Newsletter Autumn 2008 

f.
Agenda and papers for Corporate Overview Committee 26 November 2008 

g.
Agenda and papers for Housing Review Board 27 November 2008 

h.
Agenda and papers for Scrutiny Committee 12 November 2008 

i.
Correspondence re planning application no 08/1275/MFUL – Public Conveniences, Northcote Lane – Residential development of 14 apartments & 3 commercial units – public meeting to be held 28 November 2008 

Other

j
Letters of thanks from Homework Club and Honiton Community College re grants for 2009‑10

k.
Digital Switchover news

l.
Letters of sympathy re Cllr Tratt from Axminster, Seaton, Ottery St Mary, Sidmouth, Awliscombe and Offwell councils plus Gronau Twinning Association

m.
Notification of Blackdown Hills Parish Network meeting 1 December

n.
IDeA Knowledge 18 November 2008

Signed Chair
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o.
The Clerk November 2008 

p.
Report of the Northcote Lane Area Residents Association AGM

q.
DAPC Newsletter Nov/Dec 08 

r.
Clerks & Councils Direct November 2008 

s.
Stop the Drop – Parish council toolkit  

Cllr Ash queried item (i) and the Clerk read out the correspondence concerned. Cllr Teare asked that East Devon District Council be reminded of the Town Council planning comments. Cllr Whitlock asked that East Devon District Council be made aware of the concerns of the Town Council concerning very short notice of meetings. Cllr Ash confirmed that she would be attending the site meeting and would represent both East Devon District Council and Honiton Town Council.

Cllr Ash asked whether Members were intending to attend the Blackdown Hills Parish Network meeting (item m). Cllr Farnham advised that he would be attending.

Cllr Ash drew Members’ attention to item (s) and suggested that this be passed to Cllr Taylor as Chair of the Street Cleaning Working Group. This was agreed.

325.  To receive, consider and confirm as a correct record the minutes of the Town Management Advisory Committee held on 20 October 2008

The minutes having been circulated prior to the meeting were approved and signed as a true record by the Chairman of the committee

326.  To receive, consider and confirm as a correct record the minutes of the General Purposes committee meeting held on 27 October 2008

The minutes having been circulated prior to the meeting were approved and signed as a true record by the Vice‑Chairman of the committee.

Cllr Ash advised Members that a representative was urgently needed to work with the Clerk on allotments. She asked that anyone interested should speak direct to the Clerk.

327.  To discuss the approval of a loan facility for the Community Complex

A motion had been put forward at the Town Council meeting held on 13 October by Cllr McNally (seconded by Cllr Howard) that the ratification of the loan for the Community Complex be agenda’d for this meeting. Cllr Ash therefore asked Cllr Teare to put forward his original proposal.

Cllr Teare proposed that Honiton Town Council give approval for the application for a loan of £250,000 over twenty‑five years from the Public Works Loan Board (having gained the necessary approvals from DAPC) to contribute to the costs of building a community complex for Honiton. This was seconded by Cllr Ash. 

Cllr Ash reminded the Council that the debate concerned the loan facility only and not the wider subject of the provision of a community complex for the town, which had already been resolved. 

Following a lengthy debate, Cllr Howard asked for a recorded vote. This was seconded by Cllr Whitlock. The result of the recorded vote was 

	Councillor
	For
	Against
	Abstain

	Ash
	√
	
	

	Boom
	√
	
	

	Casson
	√
	
	

	Corke
	√
	
	

	Farnham
	
	√
	

	Fleming
	√
	
	

	Gaughan
	
	√
	

	Howard
	
	√
	

	McNally
	
	√
	

	Morgan
	
	
	√

	Teare
	√
	
	

	Whitlock
	√
	
	


The motion was carried 7 votes for, 4 votes against, 1 abstention and WAS RESOLVED.

Signed Chair
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328.  To discuss the Town Council’s position with regard to the Government White Paper “Communities in Control”

The Clerk had circulated a briefing paper at the request of the General Purposes committee. Cllr Whitlock said this White Paper indicated the role for the Town Council for the future and would be the subject of debate. Cllr Ash felt that important issues needed to be addressed and could be done so in the short term via the Local Development Framework working group and at precept planning. Cllr Boom asked that a meeting be set up with the Chamber of Commerce and the Honiton Development Trust to discuss this further and Cllr Ash said that this would be happening at the meeting with the parishes on 9 December.

329.  To approve an amendment to Standing Order No 56 so that setting of the precept for 2009‑10 may be discussed in the re‑arranged Policy committee meeting to be held on Monday 15 December.

The Clerk outlined that standing orders oblige the Council to set a budget in November each year but that this would not be possible during this year due to the need to take account of information regarding transfer of assets from East Devon District Council that had still not been agreed. She confirmed that the proposed amendment would only refer to this year. Cllr Howard proposed that the amendment be agreed. This was seconded by Cllr Casson and WAS RESOLVED.

330.  To discuss proposals from the Chamber of Commerce

Cllr Whitlock outlined proposals arising from Chamber of Commerce working groups :

a) Christmas car parking charges

b) Signage

c) Silver Street – to reverse the one way traffic system

Following discussion it was agreed to refer the matter of signage to the Town Management Advisory Committee. 

The Christmas free parking charges related to Mondays, Wednesdays and Thursdays in December. Cllr Whitlock felt that there was a particular need this year to encourage people to use local shops and stimulate the local economy.

It was agreed unanimously to support the proposals of the Chamber of Commerce.

331.  To discuss progress with developments for the A35.

Cllr Ash advised that notification had just been received for the Clerk and a Councillor to attend a meeting on Thursday 27 November with South West Highways and the Highways Agency concerning Kings Road and Monkton Road. Cllr Morgan agreed to attend.

Cllr Morgan outlined the recent meeting held with Devon County Council re the eastern bypass. She felt that this had been a very good meeting where all the issues had been discussed. The police had submitted a very supportive report. Cllr Morgan reported that the Highways Agency had stated to Devon County Council that there were not enough accidents on the road but Cllr Morgan reiterated that the main problems were HGVs, speeding motorbikes, heavy traffic, problems for residents of Seeability, and severance of residents from the community.

332.  To approve the Members’ Allowance for 2008‑9 of £283 gross (£220.74 after deduction of tax at the basic rate).

Cllr Whitlock outlined that the allowance had been kept at the same rate as last year as it was felt this was the right thing to do in the current economic climate. Cllr Farnham proposed approval of the allowance. This was seconded by Cllr Casson and WAS RESOLVED.

333.  To note that the next meeting with the local parishes is to be held on 9 December at 7pm

This was noted by Members.

334.  To receive reports from the Council’s working groups

a) Glen Regeneration

Cllr Boom reported that 4 further volunteer days were being planned for the new year. During these, the new trees would be planted at The Glen. The Community College had now allocated two further members of staff and this was leading to a very good working relationship with the young people at the school. Cllr Whitlock reported that a recent meeting of the Friends of the Glen had been very well attended. Cllr Ash thanked Cllr Boom for his work on The Glen.

Signed Chair
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b) Local Development Framework

Cllr Ash reported that a meeting had recently been held to discuss the town centre. Minutes had been circulated. Further LDF meetings were being organised and all Members would be informed.

335.  To receive reports from Members with Special Responsibilities

Cllr Ash advised that, due to the change of dates of Town Council meetings, reports would be discussed at the meeting on 8 December. She did however bring to the attention of the Council a letter received from All Hallows Charity asking for the name of the second Councillor to serve as a Trustee on the Board. She asked for anyone interested in this position to inform the Clerk. (Note : following the meeting Cllr Boom offered to take on this role).

336.  The meeting went into a Part 2 session to discuss matters of a confidential nature (review of salaries of the Town Council staff). The press and public were asked to withdraw from the meeting at this point due to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.

337.  The Acting Chairman closed the meeting at 8.30pm

Signed Chair
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Copies of this document are available in large print on request

