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Honiton Town Council

Minutes of the  meeting of Honiton Town Council held at the Town Council offices, New Street, Honiton on Monday the Twenty-Second of February 2010
Members Present

St Michael’s Ward



St Paul’s Ward

Cllr M R Allen




Cllr Miss V Ash   ** (Mayor)
Cllr J J Ayres




Cllr R E Coombs
Cllr A B Boom




Cllr J P Corke
Cllr Mrs S A Casson



Cllr R A Farnham

Cllr P J Fleming




Cllr D Foster
Cllr M McGuire




Cllr Mrs S Groves
Cllr J B Taylor




Cllr P Halse  **
Cllr M J Teare




Cllr Mrs V A Howard
Cllr V C Whitlock



Cllr Mrs M D Morgan



** 
Also District Councillor

In Attendance

Cllr P Diviani


Devon County Council

Cllr Mrs M Olive


East Devon District Council
10/30.
To receive apologies for absence

None received
10/31.
To receive declarations of interest in items on the agenda

The Clerk advised that advice had been obtained from the Standards Board. She advised that, as the proposed resolution concerned a Town Council project, Members should only declare an interest if they felt that they had a level of interest greater than the other Councillors.

Cllr Ash (P) Trustee of HCCA
Cllr Farnham (P) Neighbouring property

Cllr Teare (P) Chair of Working Group

Cllr Whitlock (P) Member of HCCA

10/32.
Public Question Time
Four sets of questions had been received as follows
Mr K L Sherman, Chairman of Northcote Lane Area Residents Association

I would like to raise the following points

a)
Location of site, the loss of parking places

b)
The effect of traffic flow in Dowell Street

c)
The risk that is more than apparent brought about by the regional, national and international financial crisis that is ongoing at this moment in time

d)
As this wold seem to be going to be with us for many years to come it should have serious consideration before any further decisions are made

Mr D Cooper, former Borough Councillor and Vice Chairman of Finance – also Deputy Mayor

In view of the present cost of the community centre project now revealed to the general public does the Council consider they have a mandate from the Honiton ratepayers to continue with the burden of debt which will last for generations, one would suggest that a referendum should be held to decide whether the ratepayers want this project which after all would only be a glorified Council office.

Mr S Taylor

a)
Will the Council form part of the solution to Global Warming by ensuring a Ground Heat Pump and Solar Roof Panels are added to the build specification of the Beehive Community Complex of Honiton

b)
Will the Council publicly reconcile the tension that exists between securing the Honiton Eastern Bypass by adding 800 residential units to the housing stock of Honiton and thereby increasing local vehicle numbers well beyond that figure whilst reducing the number of car park spaces demanded by the Beehive project

Miss Lara Drake and Mr Ben Barton, Honiton Community College

a)
Do Councillors agree that the new building will give further opportunities to the youth of Honiton?

b)
Do Councillors realize that when asked about consultation of the new building the College’s executive team (student council) was in unanimous agreement that the proposed building will benefit not only the youth in Honiton but the whole community?

Cllr Teare responded as follows.

Numerous sites were considered for the complex and the Dowell Street site was by far the best, its advantages greatly outweighing its disadvantages. As with any site there will be issues to consider, parking places lost will be minimal, will be replicated in the adjacent car park and we are working with East Devon District Council to improve the parking on offer in the town.
Councillors are aware of the issues of traffic in Dowell Street and are already working to address these issues, the central location of the complex within easy walking distance for many residents means users do not have to reach for their car keys and will be encouraged to leave their car at home.

Recessions are cyclical, this is a project to benefit generations of Honitonians; the financial arrangements proposed tonight in partnership with those agreed at the last Policy meeting will mean minimal impact for ratepayers in return for a first class facility.

Every aspect of this project has been considered at length and indeed the documents before Councillors tonight have been developed following consultation with Councillors and other parties.

There has been extensive consultation to date over recent years utilising a wide variety of means and support has been consistently demonstrated which will provide everyone in the community with first class community facilities, the town council’s offices is a minor part of the overall complex which primarily offers a multi-purpose hall for all.

The business plan for the complex includes a detailed analysis of the environmental design and build options in terms of practicality and cost and the design and build for the complex will be as environmentally conscious as possible.

The Council is committed to providing much needed affordable housing for the town and recognizes that a development of housing as part of an eastern bypass may be required but will press for the associated facilities to be put in place and to use planning gain to make any such application of benefit to Honiton. The number of spaces lost by the complex development will be minimal and regardless of whether there was a community complex project or not traffic and parking across the town would have to be addressed if there was to be any development on the scale referred to. 

The Council agrees with the comments made by the students from the Community College. The business plan for the community complex outlines how the whole community will benefit from this new facility and clearly it will give various opportunities to the youth of Honiton which is to be greatly welcomed. It is excellent to hear that there is this level of support and anticipation for the new building. 

10/33.
Community Complex
Cllr Teare proposed the following regarding the Honiton Community Complex
a)
To approve as a working document the plans submitted by the Bailey Partnership

b)
To approve a maximum borrowing from the Public Works Loan Board of £975,000 at a maximum cost on the precept of £9 per year (introduced over two years) from April 2011

c)
To approve as a working document the Business Plan Version 3 dated February 2010

d)
To hold a public consultation period from 24 February to 15 March 2010 to gain final comments on the plans and business plan
e)
To make a final decision on details of the planning application at the Town Council Planning Committee on 16 March 2010

f)
To give approval to the Project Manager to submit a planning application to East Devon District Council following the Planning Committee meeting on 16 March 2010

g)
Following planning permission, to go out to tender to build the Honiton Community Complex

h)
To appoint Foot Anstey as the Town Council’s legal advisors for the project

i)
To authorise the sub-committees to work towards the agreed objectives
j)
To delegate Powers to the Town Clerk to carry out the following


a.
Negotiate with legal and financial advisors


b.
Liaise with East Devon Project Manager


c.
Make payments according to a schedule pre-agreed by the Council


d.
Negotiate with possible lessees


e.
Make funding applications

This was seconded by Cllr Boom.

Cllr Farnham requested a recorded vote.

Cllr Farnham proposed an amendment that the resolution be decided with the exception of item (b) which should be taken separately. The amendment was not supported. 

Members were invited to express their views on the resolution. Points raised included

· After many years of debate, this was the right time to start the project even though the Council understands the pressures of the recession

· The community complex would be an asset for all people in the town

· The borrowing facility worries people but it’s worth doing although it will probably take a generation to prove it.

· Belief that the site is wrong due to traffic generation

· Not convinced there is sufficient demand from the town

· There should be a public vote

· There is a need to take account of the demand expressed by people over many years

· There is a danger of losing the investment from East Devon District Council

· The town is short of places to meet and there is a need to look to the future of the town

· Concerns over cashflow and risk analysis of finances looking at very slim margins
· Worried about the current status of HCCA

· This is the best plan produced to date, with flexible accommodation

· Precept rises are not large

· Historically low interest rates with fixed rate of interest

· Consultation has taken place over many years and the community centre has always come top of people’s wishes

Our only chance is now

In response to a question, Cllr Halse confirmed that East Devon District Council had a plan to be implemented if the community complex went ahead and this would secure the current number of parking places.

The Mayor and Cllr Teare thanked all Members for the debate, whether expressing support for or concern about the proposal.

Voting by the Members of the Council was as follows

	Councillor
	For
	Against
	Abstain

	Allen
	
	
	X

	Ash
	X
	
	

	Ayres
	
	
	X

	Boom
	X
	
	

	Casson
	X
	
	

	Coombs
	
	
	X

	Corke
	X
	
	

	Farnham
	
	X
	

	Fleming
	X
	
	

	Foster
	X
	
	

	Groves
	X
	
	

	Halse
	X
	
	

	Howard
	
	X
	

	McGuire
	X
	
	

	Morgan
	
	
	X

	Taylor
	X
	
	

	Teare
	X
	
	

	Whitlock
	X
	
	


The motion WAS RESOLVED.
10/34.
Close of Meeting

The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.05pm

Copies of this document are available in large print on request
Signed Chair

8 March 2010

