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Honiton Town Council

Minutes of the meeting of Honiton Town Council held at the Town Council offices, New Street, Honiton on Monday the Fourteenth of June 2010
Members Present

St Michael’s Ward




Cllr A B Boom*




Cllr Miss V Ash*  
Cllr Mrs S A Casson*



Cllr R E Coombs*
Cllr P J Fleming* (Chairman)


Cllr J P Corke*
Cllr M J Teare*




Cllr R A Farnham*
Cllr V C Whitlock*



Cllr D Foster






Cllr P Halse*  **






Cllr Mrs M D Morgan*

*
Trained in Power of Wellbeing

** 
Also District Councillor

In Attendance

Cllr P Diviani


Devon County Council

Cllr Mrs M Olive


East Devon District Council

The period of prayer before the meeting commenced was led by Cllr Halse
10/93.
To receive apologies for absence
Cllr Allen (P); Cllr Groves (P); Cllr Howard (P); Cllr McGuire (P)
10/94.
To receive declarations of interest in items on the agenda

Cllr Ash – Community Complex (item 11) (P)
Cllr Boom – The Bungalow (item 17) (P)
Cllr Coombs – Village Green (item 14 and Correspondence Item 8) (P)
Cllr Farnham – Community Complex (item 11) (P)
Cllr Teare – Community Complex (item 11) (P)
Cllr Whitlock –Community Complex (item 11) (P)
10/95.
To receive the police report
PC Ian Atyeo submitted the crime figures for the past month which showed 70 recordable offences against 86 in the same period last year. He highlighted the high number of assaults (20) but explained that several of these had resulted from the same incident and in the majority of cases the offender was known.
Cllr Ash raised a query concerning contacts she had received about alcohol problems in Davey Playing Field. PC Atyeo confirmed that he had looked at the statistics and advised that the police would support any application by EDDC to restrict alcohol use in areas of the town.
Inspector Antonia Weeks addressed the Council regarding the recent exercise undertaken by Devon & Cornwall Police on reducing the opening hours at police stations across the region. She advised that this was a force-wide review of opening hours, looking at what could be sustained and what the public wanted in terms of accessibility. The timescale for this work had now been set at September and she expected to be able to table actual proposals to discuss with the Town Council. This would take account of the analysis that had been carried out and the need for the police to adapt to changing needs.
In response to a question from Cllr Whitlock, Insp Weeks advised that the police were having to look across the board at changes, mainly driven by financial considerations. A consequence of the review was that vacancies for enquiry officers were not being filled. Members appreciated the excellent work being done by the police in Honiton but had concerns about the ability of the public to contact the police officers when they needed to. 

In response to a question from Cllr Farnham, Insp Weeks explained that the police had looked into the possibility of volunteers manning the desk but this raised issues regarding employment which needed to be discussed with the staff associations. Cllr Whitlock commented that the Council welcomed the reducing crime figures in the town but expressed concern that this may lead to cuts in the community team; Insp Weeks confirmed that this was not planned at this time. 

10/96.
Discussion on aspects of East Devon District Council’s budget

Cllrs Ash and Halse declared a personal interest in this item with regard to their role as District Councillors

The Mayor welcomed Mr Mark Williams and Mr Diccon Pearce to the meeting. Mr Pearce outlined for Members the financial situation at the District Council, resulting in a need to cut £5m from the budget, as a result of 
· Annual revenue expenditure rising faster than income

· Use of reserves to fund revenue and capital programme

· Earmarked reserves being depleted

· Lower reserves and lower interest rate resulting in lower interest receipts

· Reduction in grant settlements as Government cuts back public spending

· Council tax frozen

Mr Pearce outlined the ways being considered by the District Council to address this situation so that it could set a budget in which expenditure in a given period was matched by revenue. This included a review of District priorities :

· Partnership/shared services

· Procurement

· Service redesign

· Asset management

· Better use of technology

Mr Pearce and Mr Williams wished to discuss whether there could be an enhanced role for town councils in the identification of what EDDC services were valued by local communities; whether the town councils could provide services currently provided by the District; whether the town councils would be prepared to fund the cost of delivering services. It was however recognized that the council tax freeze was likely to affect town councils as well as principal authorities. Mr Williams asked for the Town Council to decide its priorities for services, in consultation with the Honiton residents, so that the Town and District could work together to provide services. 

Cllr Teare reminded the District Council officers that in the past cuts had been announced by East Devon District Council with very little notice to town councils and this had resulted in a relatively negative relationship. He asked the District Council to put forward proposals so that the Town Council could consider these and consult with the public. 

Cllr Whitlock asked for clarification of the figures relating to the sharing of the Chief Executive with South Somerset Council. Mr Williams advised that the East Devon CEO salary had been £110K and the South Somerset CEO salary had been £132K. The new salary had been set at £121K with both councils contributing 50% of the cost. The costs involved in reaching the point of a shared CEO had been split with South Somerset paying 60% and East Devon paying 40%.

Cllr Whitlock queried whether East Devon District Council would be considering putting up its fees, such as car parking charges, and pointed out that the District Council tax was relatively low but its charges were significantly higher. Mr Pearce stated that he could not guarantee that the charges would not go up and reminded Members that new charges had been introduced, such as a charge for pre-planning advice. He accepted, however, that it would be unproductive for charges to be raised to a level where they were unsustainable.
The Council agreed that this matter should be discussed in full at the Policy committee meeting on 26 July.
10/97.
Reports from County and District Councillors
Cllr Diviani reported that he had circulated copies of the County task group report to all Town Councillors and thanked Cllr Teare for his input. He also reported that, subject to the bus pass scheme continuing, this would in future be taken over by County or by East Devon District Council on behalf of the whole of Devon. At the same time he would ensure that the situation concerning carers and also the need to move to a 9am start would be considered. Cllr Diviani advised Members that he was currently involved in the County’s investigations into waste energy. He also updated the Council on the situation with the road development plans at J29 which were currently on hold until the Government’s autumn spending review.
Cllr Whitlock queried whether East Devon District Council had considered any further the move to a pay on exit scheme for car parks. He had carried out research with Exeter City Council and been advised that its revenue had increased and it had seen savings on enforcement costs. Cllr Diviani advised that car parking was constantly under review but when last considered it had been apparent that attendants needed to be present at the car parks to fulfill health and safety considerations.

Cllr Diviani left the meeting

Cllr Olive informed Members that she was now on the Rationalisation Panel which had been set up to make recommendations to the Executive Committee on new structures and different ways of working; she advised that these meetings were at the moment confidential as they involved discussions on people’s livelihood. Cllr Olive also informed the Council that she would be attending the next meeting of the Joint Integration Panel as this would be taking place at the Knowle; she advised that these meetings were open to the public and the only decision made to date had been to share the Chief Executive. 

Cllr Olive advised the Council that the Asset Management Group was currently looking at the future use of the Knowle.

Cllr Boom asked whether decisions by Somerset County Council could impact the work of East Devon District Council in the same way as those made by Devon County Council. Cllr Olive assured him that this would not have a direct impact due to the range of services. 

Cllr Coombs raised a concern regarding the new Brand Lane play area where new equipment had been fenced off. Cllr Olive advised that she was due to have a meeting to identify serious hazards on one of the elements. The Clerk advised that the Council had received correspondence from a resident regarding this matter and it was agreed that this should be passed to Cllr Olive. 

Cllr Ash informed the Council that most of EDDC’s committee had a political balance but the Asset Management panel was not balanced and was in the hands of the controlling group. Cllr Halse advised that the panel consisted of all senior officers plus two councilors; the panel did not make decisions but made recommendations to the Executive Board.

Cllr Ash explained that the Rationalisation Panel had experienced difficulties investigating District services when officers were defending their individual areas. She felt that the Rationalisation Panel and the Joint Integration Panel needed to work in a more integrated way. 

Cllr Ash advised Members that the Thelma Hulbert Gallery had now been open for 2-3 weeks following its major refit. She was sorry that not more Town Councillors supported events at the Gallery and urged them to do so and advised that in the first 8 days of opening there had been 549 visitors to the Gallery.

Cllr Halse advised Members that he was no longer the Portfolio Holder for Economy at the District Council but he remained on the Scrutiny Committee. He further advised that a complete review of car parking had taken place and it had been accepted that pay on exit would be the best model to adopt; however this would cost £50K per car park. The District had however increased the season ticket from 2 hours parking to 3 hours. 
10/98.
Public Question Time
The Clerk advised that three questions had been received. 
The Mayor declared the Council out of session so that the public could speak
. 

All questions related to the Council’s discussion on village greens.
Mrs Kimbell asked the following question :

Should the Town Council, as a member of the Open Spaces Society, not only support the application to register the land at Honiton Bottom Road as a village green, but also take into consideration the OSS’s recommendation that it is good practice for authorities to await the determination of village green applications before progressing with any application for development of that land?

Mr Kimbell asked the following questions :

Does Honiton Town Council believe that the covenant between Prowting Homes and East Devon District Council provides adequate security of tenure for allotment holders and users of the open space claimed as Littletown Green?

What agreements or other understandings does East Devon District Council have with Prowting Homes concerning this land?

What time limits apply or will apply to any agreement between Honiton Town Council and East Devon District Council concerning the use of the land as allotments?

Mr Crew made the following statement :

I seriously question this application and support the allotment scheme. There are many public places within Honiton for recreation which covers most needs. Here are those that I know of :

· Allhallows Sports Ground

· Mountbatten Park

· Violet Hayman Playing Field

· The Glen

· Millennium Green

· Davey Play Area – Streamers Meadows

· Roundball

· Play areas – Cherry Close, near St Marks Road and rear of Redwood Close

Honiton has an abundance of these amenities so the need for this application is questionable. Is it to spite the plans for allotments? Today’s recommendations must not jeopardize the allotment scheme otherwise it would support those with a selfish attitude. A balance must be sought to address needs of others.

The Mayor brought the Council back in session and advised all three members of the public that written responses would be made to their questions. 

10/99.
Mayor’s Announcements

The Mayor reminded all Members of the forthcoming Armed Forces Day taking place in the town on 26 June. 
10/100.
Correspondence

Correspondence received from 11 May to 7 June 2010
Government

1. Government Opportunities June 2010

Devon County Countil

2. Devon InTouch May 2010

East Devon District Council

3. The Knowledge Issues 50 + 1,2,3
4. Copy of letter to resident regarding concerns raised at Annual Town meeting 
Meetings

5. Forward Plan to 30 September 2010

6. Agenda and papers for Executive Board 9 June

7. Agenda and papers for Overview/Scrutiny – Economy Committee 10 June

Other

8. Official notification from Cllr Allen regarding application to register The Field at Honiton Bottom Road as a town or village green

9. Local Councils Update June 2010

10. Correspondence regarding Tour of Britain and associated events in Honiton with request for grant to cover printing of advertising

11. Correspondence from a resident regarding the Town Poll on the community complex, together with the Clerk’s response

12. Blackdown Hills AONB Ebulletin May/June 2010

13. Blackdown Hills Business Association newsletter 14 May

14. Thank you letter from CAB regarding annual grant

15. Correspondence from the Highways Agency regarding speed limits on Kings Road

16. Agenda and papers for DAPC Larger Councils Sub-committee 3 June

17. Correspondence from a resident regarding the post office

18. Agenda and papers for Honiton Local Action Group meeting 3 June

19. Correspondence from Devon Partnership NHS Trust regarding the temporary re-opening of The Bungalow

20. Correspondence from a resident thanking the Council for its efforts to have a crossing put in Monkton Road

21. Village Green June 2010

22. Honiton Community College newsletter June 2010 including article on marketing launch

23. The Awliscombe and Weston times June 2010
The Clerk drew Members’ attention to item (10) and advised that the local organisers of the Tour of Britain had requested financial assistance from the Council for marketing materials for this event. It was agreed to pass this matter to the Marketing Working Group.

Late Correspondence 8-14 June  2010
Devon County Council

a) Devon InTouch June 2010

East Devon District Council

b) The Knowledge Issue 4

c) Agenda and papers for Service Delivery and Performance Overview and Scrutiny Committee 16 June

d) Agenda and papers for Joint Integration Committee 17 June 

Other

e) Correspondence from Honiton Millennium Green re Charter Day Band Concert

f) Correspondence from a resident raising queries regarding the nature reserve site at Battishorne Way

g) Minutes of DAPC Larger Councils Sub-committee

h) Minutes of Meeting of Honiton Local Action Group 3 June

i) LCR magazine Summer 2010
The Clerk drew Members’ attention to item (e) concerning the plans by the Honiton Millennium Trust for the Charter Day band concert. It was agreed to pass this correspondence to the Charter Committee. 
10/101.
To receive, consider and confirm as a correct record the minutes of the Policy committee meeting held on 24 May 2010
The minutes having been previously circulated were signed by the committee Chairman as a true record.
Cllr Halse left the meeting
10/102.
To receive, consider and confirm as a correct record the minutes of the Community Complex Working Group meeting held on 25 May 2010
Cllr Farnham asked for the minutes to be amended to reflect his comment that not enough Councillors had attended the meeting and the importance of all Councillors to participate in this major undertaking by the Council. With this amendment, the minutes having been previously circulated were signed by the working group Chairman as a true record. THE COUNCIL RESOLVED that future confirmation of the group’s minutes would indicate ratification of the decisions made.
10/103.
To address finance issues
THE COUNCIL RESOLVED

a) To approve a list of cheques issued in April 2010, at page 241, for £22371.84

b) To approve the accounts for the year ending 31 March 2010

c) To receive the internal auditors report

d) To approve the signing of the Statement of Assurance and Annual Governance Statement as required by the Audit Commission

e) To approve the Clerk’s Statement of Internal Control for the year ending 31 March 2010

f) To approve the Clerk’s Review of Independent Audit Control for the year ending 31 March 2010

g) To note the appointment of Mr Wayne Richard as the Town Council’s external auditor

10/104.
To resolve to support the Tower Cross sports project being developed by Honiton Development Trust

THE COUNCIL RESOLVED to support in principle the provision of sports facilities being developed by Honiton Development Trust, and specifically its plans for Tower Cross.

Cllr Ash advised Members that the Development Trust AGM would be held on 9 July.

10/105.
To resolve to support the application for Littletown Green to be a Village Green

Briefing papers by Cllr Allen, the Clerk and the Deputy Clerk had been circulated. The Clerk advised Members that although a village green would not stop the development of allotments, it would not allow the construction of fencing and hardstanding and that vehicular access would not be permitted. In addition all parts of a village green needed to be accessible to all. In view of this she advised that it would not be possible for Members to support a resolution that directly conflicted with its previous resolution to use the land for allotments which had resulted in a planning application to East Devon District Council. It was however important to discuss the village green application in the Council’s role as a consultee to Devon County Council. 
It was agreed that Councillors needed more information before they could discuss this matter further and that the Clerk and Deputy Clerk should provide a full briefing paper with legal implications prior to a meeting to be held on Tuesday 6 July following the Planning committee meeting.

Cllr Farnham left the meeting

10/106.
To discuss the proposals by East Devon District Council for play equipment at Allhallows

A report from the officer at East Devon District Council had been tabled and Cllr Foster outlined the proposed improvements to play equipment at Allhallows. Members welcomed the proposals.

10/107.
To review progress on discussions regarding the Honiton Maternity Unit

Cllr Whitlock advised Members that a joint meeting with the NHS would be held at 10.30 on Saturday 26 June at the Royal British Legion where it was hoped that a resolution to the current situation would be reached.

10/108.
To review progress on the re-opening of The Bungalow

Cllr Boom outlined progress, including the results of a meeting held on 7 June at Honiton Hospital where it had been felt very strongly that the Bungalow needed to be reinstated to its previous position. The Partnership Trust had announced that the review of The Bungalow would be looked at towards the end of 2011. 

Cllr Whitlock felt that the real issue to be considered was the closing of The Bungalow on the basis of services in the community being set up but that it had gone ahead with nothing in place. 

THE COUNCIL RESOLVED to set up a small working group (including local GPs and hospital staff) to bring forward specific proposals to the Town Council. 

10/109.
To receive reports from Members with Special Responsibilities

Cllr Morgan – Safety Partnership

Cllr Morgan reported that the Safety Partnership Local Action Group had recently held its annual meeting. She reported that an AlcoBlow machine to identify alcohol in soft drinks was being trialled in Honiton. She also announced that letters were currently being sent to objectors of the recent traffic orders; the painting of the yellow lines would then go ahead. She raised the problem of how funding restrictions were likely to affect youth work locally. 

Cllr Foster – Youth Work

Cllr Foster reported that he had recently attended the St Paul’s Toddlers’ Group Healthy Eating event that had been supported by the Town Council. This had been a very successful event and had been led by the church’s new Youth Worker, Rose Millard, who had also received support from the Council.

Cllr Teare – Traffic & Transport

In Cllr Farnham’s absence, Cllr Teare reported that the Traffic & Transport Working Group was making very good progress. In particular it was working with East Devon District Council as a pilot to identify green spaces as part of the PPG17 work and it was suggested that this group should now be the main focus of the Town Council’s involvement in this.

Cllr Coombs – Roundball Wood

Cllr Coombs reported that the second of the two guided walks at Roundball Wood had taken place with a focus on Wild Flowers and Ferns.

10/110.
Close of Meeting

The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.55pm

Copies of this document are available in large print on request
Signed Chair

12 July 2010

