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Honiton Town Council

 Minutes of the meeting of Honiton Town Council held at the Senior Citizens’ Centre, New Street, Honiton on the fourteenth day of May, 2007.

Members present

	St Michael’s Ward
	St Paul’s Ward

	Cllr V C Whitlock (Town Mayor)
	Cllr Ms V Ash**

	Cllr A Boom
	Cllr R E Coombs

	Cllr Mrs S A Casson
	Cllr R Farnham

	Cllr R H Gaughan
	Cllr P Halse**

	Cllr K H Hopkins
	Cllr Mrs S R Holloway

	Cllr M McGuire
	Cllr Mrs V A Howard

	Cllr Mrs J F McNally
	Cllr Mrs D Morgan

	Cllr J Taylor
	Cllr Mrs E M Tirard

	Cllr M J Teare
	Cllr C Tratt **( Deputy Town Mayor)



** N.B. Also District Councillors

Before the meeting commenced there was a period of prayer led by Rev. P Robinson.


1.     Election of the Town Mayor

Cllr Tirard proposed Cllr Whitlock for the position of Town Mayor. This was seconded by Cllr Casson and put to the members and duly carried unanimously.

2.     Election of the Deputy Town Mayor

Cllr Howard proposed Cllr Hopkins as Deputy Town Mayor which was seconded by Cllr McNally.  Cllr Ash proposed Cllr Tratt and this was seconded by Cllr Coombs. A paper ballot then took place and the result was that Cllr Tratt had 14 votes and Cllr Hopkins had 4 votes. Cllr Tratt was therefore elected as Deputy Town Mayor.

3.     To confirm the appointments to Council Committees for 2007 / 8

Planning Committee

All Councillors in Membership

Policy Committee (recommendations on all aspects of expenditure and changes to policies and procedures.)

Town Mayor, Deputy Town Mayor, Cllrs Ash, Boom, Casson, Coombs, Farnham, Gaughan, Halse, Holloway, Hopkins, Howard, McNally, McGuire, Morgan, Taylor, Teare  & Tirard.


General Purposes Committee (respond to consultation documents from and monitor other services provided by other tiers of government and other organisations)
Town Mayor, Deputy Town Mayor, Cllrs Boom, Casson, Coombs, Farnham, Gaughan,   Hopkins, Howard, McNally, Teare  & Tirard.


Signed Chair
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Emergency Committee
Town Mayor, Deputy Town Mayor and the Committee Chairs (Planning, Policy and General Purposes Committees)

Town Management Advisory Committee (a discussion forum for Town Councillors to meet with officers of other local authorities and organisations which provide services in the Parish.   No decisions made and does not meet in public but reports back to the Town Council).
Town Mayor, Deputy Town Mayor, Cllrs Boom, Casson, Coombs, Farnham, Morgan & Tirard together with representatives from Devon County Council, East Devon District Council, Police and other organisations according to items on the agenda.

All the above were confirmed.

4.     Appointments of Council Members to Outside Bodies for 2007 / 2008


1.    Allhallows Charity – Cllr Hopkins and Mr K.L. Joy

2.    Honiton United Charities – Cllrs  Howard, Casson, McNally, Hopkins, Gaughan and Whitlock

3.    Churchyard Management (sub-Committee of PCC) – Cllr Gaughan

4.    Honiton Twinning Association – Cllr  Howard

5.    Devon Association of Parish Councils – Cllr Howard

6.    Allhallows Museum Committee – Cllr Casson 

7.    St John Ambulance Committee – Cllr Tratt

8.    Citizens’ Advice Bureau Management Committee – Cllrs Hopkins & Boom

9.    Senior Citizens’ Centre Social Committee – Mayor in Office

10.  1st Honiton Scout Group – Cllr Tratt

11.  Honiton Health Locality Planning Team – Cllr Boom & Morgan

12.  Honiton & District Chamber of Commerce & Industry – Cllr Tirard

13.  East Devon Police Liaison Group – Cllrs Gaughan and McNally

14.  Honiton Street Market Advisory Committee – Cllr Whitlock 

15.  Honiton Library Advice & Information Centre – Cllr Boom

16.  Liaison Officer – Recycling and Waste Disposal – Cllr Holloway 


17.  Honiton Ring & Ride Management Committee – Casson

18.  Honiton Festival – Mayor in Office (ex-officio) Joint Patron & Cllr Tirard

19.  East Devon Safety Partnership (Including Local Action Group) – Cllrs Tratt & Morgan.

20.  Larger Councils Sub-Committee (LCSC) – Cllr Howard


Signed Chair







11th June 2007.


21.  Mobile Lengthsman Liaison – Cllr McNally

22.  Honiton Sports Advisory Committee – Cllr Hopkins

23   Honiton Tourist Information Centre Ltd – Cllr Tirard (as director)

24.  Liaison Officers for Youth – Cllrs Holloway and Ash 

25.  International Tree Foundation Devon Branch –  Cllr Gaughan

26.  Thelma Hulbert Gallery Advisory Committee – Cllrs Boom & Whitlock

27.  Tree warden – Cllrs Gaughan & McNally

28.  Roundball Wood Wardens – Messrs R.M.P. Howe & R.F.W. Webb with Cllr Tirard acting as Liaison Officer

29.  P3 (Parish Paths Partnership) Co-ordinators – Cllrs Coombs & Gaughan

All the above were confirmed

5.    Apologies for absence

Apologies had been received from Cllr Boote (4 other meetings) & Cllr Nicholson (Other Meetings)

6.     Reports from County & District Councillors.

Cllr Ash reported that the committees & responsibilities would be decided at the EDDC Council Meeting on 23rd May.

Cllr Halse  said he had had meetings with the other District Councillors and was confident that they would all work together for the benefit of the Town.

7.     To confirm the minutes of the Council meeting held on 16th April 2007. 

There had been one minor alteration to item 200 – Northcote Lane should read as Lower Northcote Road and were therefore confirmed as correct and duly signed.

8.      Police Report

P. C. Atyeo reported a reduction in the number of recordable offences down from 83 last year to 74 in the same period this year. Two burglary offences had been recorded, one was a theft of a cycle from a communal area in a block of flats and the other related to a caravan which was occupied for 5 days per week but had to be recorded in this manner. The two arson offences occurred on Allhallows Field by young people setting waste bins alight. There were no other questions.

9.      Declarations of interest in items on the agenda.

	Cllr Coombs
	Item 4 Late Correspondence
	Personal

	Cllr Howard
	Item B correspondence & Twinning
	Personal

	Cllr Tirard
	Item 10 Late correspondence TIC, Chamber of Commerce & Roundball Wood
	All personal

	Cllr Morgan
	Item M Correspondence
	Personal

	Cllr Ash
	Letter re Trip
	Personal

	Cllr Casson
	Letter re Trip
	Personal

	Cllr Teare
	Community Centre
	Personal


Signed Chair
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10.    Notified matters arising from previous meetings.

None

11.    Public question time 

No questions received

12.    Town Clerk:‑ correspondence  received from 16th April to 8th May 2007.

H M Government

a. How to go smoke free w.e.f. 1st July. Our own arrangements are already in place.

Devon CC

b. Letter advising that they are closing Silver Street on 13th May in order to create a safe crossing point for the pupils at Honiton Community College

c. Parish Paths Partnership – Newsletter Spring 2007. 

d. Consultation document on waste development – representations by 11th June 

e. Devontalk Magazine Spring 2007.

f. E‑mail  & 2 letters re Exeter’s bid for Unitary status recommending e‑mails are sent to :‑ structures@communities.gsi.gov.uk and also to consultation@devon.gov.uk with the Town Council’s position.

East Devon District Council 

g. The Knowledge Issue nos. 45 & 46 

Others

h. DAPC Newsletter May / June

i. Playing Field newsletter ‑ Spring 2007

j. MCTA – Advice of 13 towns joining the initiative including Newton Abbot & Axminster

k. Letter from the Lord Mayor of Exeter on their bid to seek unitary status.

l. DISextra Issue 655 & 656

m. Letter from the Highways Agency – re A30/A35‑ The instruction for the study is to be issued in the near future and after discussions they have promised to keep us informed of progress.

n. E‑mail from Highways Agency advising that the speed indicator device does not record data it is merely activated when approaching vehicles exceed the speed limit. 

o. Economic trends report April 2007

p. Volunteering vacancies in East Devon.

q. Minutes of the Honiton Local Action Group

r. Request for grant of £500 to £2,000 from Devon wheels 2 work

s. Budleigh Salterton – details of their festival of music & arts.

t. Letter from Mrs Gage offering to help the young people in the Town.

u. EU Cohesion Policy 2007 – 13

v. VIVA  ‑ East Devon Volunteer Support ‑ Newsletter April 2007

w. Clerks & Councils Direct May 2007

x. LCR – Journal of NALCX – May 2007.

y. Economic trends report – April 2007.

z. Letters of thanks following the payment of grants

All the above were noted except for items f & k which are to be discussed at a future meeting.

Late correspondence received from 8th to 14th May 2007.

East Devon District Council 

1. The Knowledge issue 47 – Highlights the New Councillor evening tomorrow!

Others

2. Letter from H M Revenue & Customs enclosing a cheque for £150 for filing on line. (This only occurs when the returns have been checked and are correct)

3. Letter from TRIP advising that Ring & Ride and Trip have merged – Copied to Councillors.

Signed Chair
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4. Press release from Blackdown Hills AONB advising the conference will be held on Saturday 9th June at Wych Lodge on Forestry commission land at Staple Fitzpaine. The event is free please contact Jackie Vaughan on 01823 680682.

5. Northcote Lane Residents Association – 2nd May 2007

6. SLCC ‑ The Clerk May 2007

7. SLCC ‑ Summer Seminar in July £136 + VAT + accommodation approval requested

8. Rural Transport Partnership – Newsletter Spring 2007

9. East Devon AONB Forum – Kilmington Village Hall – 25th June from 7.00 p.m.

10. Note from the Churchwarden advising the PCC would like the replacement tree to be a hornbeam. It will hopefully be planted in the autumn

All the above were noted and the item 7 was approved

13.    Mayor’s announcements, for information only.

The Town Mayor congratulated all the Councillors on being elected and re‑elected. Cllr Richards was the only councillor not to be re‑elected and the Mayor thanked her for her hard work for the town.

The Mayor has two roles, the first is to chair meetings and the second to act as an ambassador for the Town and this item on the agenda is to report back on what had been done over the past month.

At the start of the new council year there are continuing projects and two of these, the Glen & allotments, will be going to consultation in the very near future. It will be an interesting period working with EDDC, Devon CC & Honiton Development Trust to deliver the Vision of Honiton.

If there are any other projects or priorities the Councillors were asked to let him or the Town Clerk know. It was felt that the land owned by the Council in Dowell street should be improved, which was already in hand.

14.    To approve the accounts for the year ending 31st March 2007 and to approve the signing of the Statement of Assurance as required by the Audit Commission.

The accounts were duly approved and the Statement of Assurance was also approved for completion. All are subject to internal audit.

15.    To confirm the meeting dates for 2007/8. 

After a full discussion it was felt that the present system of a monthly Town Council meeting and two planning meetings would be better and this was duly carried.

16.     New Code of Conduct.

A copy having been circulated to all Councillors it was duly carried that the Code of Conduct be adopted.

17.     Councillor Training

Three places were approved for Councillor training on  21st June at Newton Abbot 10.00 to 16.00 hours at a cost of £45 per attendee.

18.     Devon Association of Parish Councils    

Cllr Hopkins was nominated for the role on the Council’s Committee for 2007 – 2011.  This was duly approved.

19.    Reports from Members with Special Responsibilities

Cllr Howard – Twinning

The next meeting of the Twinning Committee will be held here on 8th June at 7.00 p.m. All people interested will be very welcome. There is to be a meal in July to celebrate the 20th Anniversary of being twinned with Gronau.

Signed Chairman
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Cllr Tirard – Chamber of Commerce

Cllr Tirard advised that the Chamber of Commerce will be using advertising banners attached to lamp posts over the Christmas period. The Chairman has had a meeting with the Ottery Moor Lane residents and a questionnaire has been issued seeking the views of their members regarding the proposed Tesco move. These will form the basis of their response when the planning application is formally submitted

Cllr Tirard – TIC Ltd

The business is buoyant at the moment with an upturn in business. Tickets for the Honiton Festival are selling well. The new Town Guide is to be published in the near future and advertising space is being sold at the moment.

Cllr Tirard – Roundball Wood

Research into the history of this ancient woodland has begun. The Wardens and Cllr Tirard met with Kate Tobin of EDDC to identify and measure the trees and Mr Cass has expressed a wish to undertake a fern survey in addition to the one we already hold, which is a botanical survey.

Research has been commenced on the ancient maps to determine the development of the woodland.  Work will be needed on the lower boundary fence and remove some timber, comparative estimates are being collated.

Cllr Teare – Market 750

Cllr Teare advised that the celebrations for the anniversary are more or less finalised and it was good to see the number of people involved particularly from the surrounding villages.

Cllr Teare – Community Complex

Cllr Teare advised that we should hear by August how the application to the Big Lottery Fund had fared and recorded thanks to Cllr Holloway in particular for her assistance in completing the complicated application form. Cllr Boom added that there was to be a minor launch of the idea to firms on 15th May an event being sponsored by Nu‑Heat for which he was grateful.

Cllr Boom – The Glen

The repainting of the gates has been delayed because of the weather. Hopefully if the press advertises there are two plaques missing and someone may come forward who knows their location.

Cllr Coombs – Footpaths

Two footpaths have now been sorted out following our meeting with the RoW Officer of Devon CC. They are the A35 to Springfield Road and the St Michael’s to Gardiners Lane footpaths.

20.    Close the meeting.

The Town Mayor closed the meeting at 8.25 p.m.

Signed Chair
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Copies of this document are available in large print on request

