PAGE  
314

HONITON TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting of the Town Council held at the Town Council offices on

Monday 14 February 2011 
Present

St Michael’s Ward



St Paul’s Ward

Cllr P E Fleming* (Chairman)


Cllr Miss V Ash*  **

Cllr M Allen*




Cllr R E Coombs *

Cllr A B Boom *




Cllr J P Corke *
Cllr Mrs S A Casson*



Cllr R Farnham *
Cllr N J Cornwell



Cllr P Halse * **
Cllr J B Taylor*




Cllr V A Howard * 
Cllr M J Teare*




Cllr Mrs M D Morgan*

Cllr V C Whitlock*

* Trained in Power of Wellbeing

** Also District Councillor

In attendance

Cllr P Diviani

Devon County Council

Cllr Mrs M Olive

East Devon District Council

The period of prayer was led by Cllr Halse
11/18
To welcome Honiton Community College

The Mayor welcomed students from Honiton Community College who were interested in becoming student advisors.

11/19
To receive apologies for absence

Cllr Foster (P); Cllr Groves (S)
11/20
To receive declarations of interest

Cllr Ash – Community Complex (P)

Cllr Howard – Community Complex (P); DALC (P)
Cllr Morgan – Community Complex (P)
Cllr Farnham – Community Complex (P)
Cllr Teare – Community Complex (P)
11/21
To receive and confirm as a correct record the minutes of the Council meeting held on 10 and 24 January 2011
Copies having been circulated, IT WAS RESOLVED that the minutes be approved as a correct record and be signed.

The Chairman declared the meeting out of session

11/22
To receive the police report

Acting Sergeant Matt Sinker introduced himself as the new contact for Devon and Cornwall Police following PC Atyeo’s retirement and during Sgt Burrow’s prolonged sickness absence. He reported that the crime figures for the month totalled 53 with the comparative figure for last year being 49. 26% of the month’s crimes had already been detected and others ongoing. 
Cllr Whitlock asked for an update on the recent armed robbery and Acting Sergeant Sinker reported that CID were still working on this and that enquiries were still actively ongoing.

11/23
To receive reports from County and District Councillors

Cllr Diviani advised Members that the County Council budget was due to be confirmed on Thursday with 27% of cuts over the next four years, 12% in 2011-12. The transfer of discretionary fares from District to County had led to a £5m shortfall. Senior officers were being reduced and there would be 2000 job losses over the next four years. Funding for domestic violence had been largely reinstated. Trading Standards had been facing cuts re the farming community but this had been restored as Members were aware of the need to be prepared for events such as Foot and Mouth Disease. 
In response to questions from Town Councillors, Cllr Diviani advised :

· The County Council had originally made draconian cuts across all services in line with other councils

· He would report back on how much of the County Council’s services was statutory and how much non-statutory

· The concessionary fare scheme applied to people over 60 and to bus services after 9.30am. However if there was an infrequent bus service this rule was relaxed, allowing people to catch buses prior to 9.30am. He advised that full details of the scheme were available on the DCC website.

· He would prepare a specific briefing on the structural changes to education, health and transport.

· To his knowledge, the Chief Executive of Devon County Council earned less than the Prime Minister. (Following the meeting Cllr Diviani has advised that the DCC Chief Executive does in fact earn £149,000 compared with the Prime Minister on £142,500 plus accommodation and travel)
· He agreed that both sports and cultural facilities needed to be preserved and he would continue to see what could be achieved within the new budget.

· He would check the outstanding highways issues relating to the Glen Farm estate, particularly on Waterleat Avenue and would ascertain when the developers (now Taylor Woodrow) were going to complete their obligations.
· The route for materials for the Cranbrook development would be decided by the Highways Agency, DCC Highways and the police and the developers would be advised.

· He agreed that the local authorities needed to work closer together and that ideally the County Council should be meeting with the Town Council to discuss developments before decisions were taken. He would keep Councillors informed of any developments. 

Cllr Diviani left the meeting

Cllr Olive reported that East Devon District Council would be meeting on 23 February when the budget would be set. She reminded Members that the public was able to attend and ask questions.

Cllr Olive expressed concern about the current difficulty in getting answers from officers at East Devon due to the uncertainties on structures and staffing. The Clerk would follow up queries regarding the nature reserve play trail and the reported damage on the bridge over the River Gissage.
Cllr Olive advised that the discussion of the Honiton community centre had been under a confidential item at the EDDC Executive Board and she was therefore limited in what she could report back. 

Cllr Ash reported that she felt the budget process undertaken by East Devon District Council had been very thorough. She also advised that there was to be a special development management meeting on 15 March to discuss feedback on the Local Development Framework. It was agreed that the Town Council’s Planning Committee should undertake consideration of the LDF proposals.

Cllr Ash advised that the restructuring at East Devon District Council was likely to mean that in future there would only be one committee in addition to planning and housing and that other work would be carried out through think tanks and task and finish forums. In response to a question, Cllr Ash would find out information regarding EDDC’s future role in health and social services and would report back to the Council. 
Cllr Ash said she felt the Town Council owed Cllr Olive a real debt of gratitude for the hard work she had put in at East Devon District Council regarding the community complex. 

Cllr Halse expressed his concern over the reduction of committees at the District Council as he felt the new structure would give powers to portfolio holders without sufficient recourse to Members.  He also advised that he remained dissatisfied with the recent decisions by EDDC over the community complex which had been taken without due warning or consultation. 

Cllr Whitlock asked that meetings be set up with East Devon District Council to discuss cuts in services and how these may affect Honiton. Cllr Ash advised that it would take 2-3 months for the new council to bed in after the May elections but that this should then lead to stronger dialogue and partnership working.
Cllr Ash advised that Mr Karime Hassan had now left East Devon District Council to take up his appointment at Exeter City Council and it was agreed that the Clerk should write on behalf of the Town Council to thank him for all his support and to wish him well in his new position.

11/24
Public question time 

Mr Sherman asked the following question :

Having attended the meeting at which the council tax precept was debated, I was surprised to hear that the community complex fund was to be increased by £9,000 to £36,000. This seems to be a large sum of money to be virtually ringfenced in favour of a single not yet approved project; would not now be the time for that fund to be renamed as the Honiton Community Amenities Fund an be therefore available to give financial aid to any community project that may need some help. I believe that this may possibly help some people who believe that the current project is a long way from implementation to accept the taking of a further £9,000 in tax from their incomes at this time when serious restraint is being called for by central Government.
The Mayor responded as follows :

I would point out that the Council has formally resolved to go ahead with the community complex and it is therefore not true that this is not an approved project. At the Town Council Extraordinary Meeting on 24 January, Cllr Allen did ask for this budget heading to be renamed and this was taken to a recorded vote. That amendment was defeated and the Council resolved to approve the precept. As this resolution has been passed it is now not possible to change the headings. It is also worth noting that the funding from East Devon District Council can only be used for a community centre.

The Chairman declared the meeting back in session.

11/25
Mayor’s announcements

The Mayor advised that he had attended an East Devon Towns meeting for Chairs and Clerks at Sidmouth Town Council Office, the purpose of this new group to build trust between the town councils so that they are able to speak more with one voice to the District and County Councils.  He had also been the guest speaker at the Devon Link Up friends and family group. The Mayor had attended the Sports Centre Advisory Committee and had presented awards at the St John Ambulance Cadet and Badger evening, including 3 Grand Prior awards (the highest award a cadet is able to gain). He had welcomed the first Mayor’s Cadet from the St John Ambulance Cadets and had also been introduced to the new Mayor’s Cadet from the Air Cadets. He had attended the Sidmouth Town Council Civic Service at St Peter’s Church, Sidford.
11/26
To receive questions from Councillors not part of the agenda

Cllr Coombs raised two questions relating to A boards in the town. It was agreed that these should be discussed by the Town Management Advisory Committee.
11/27
Correspondence
Correspondence received from 10 January to 7 February 2011

Devon County Council

1. Devon InTouch January 2011

2. Correspondence re provision and enforcement of on-street parking

East Devon District Council

3. The Knowledge issues 32, 33, 34, 35, 36
4. Correspondence from Karime Hassan following Executive Committee discussion on Honiton community complex
Meetings

5. Forward Plan to 31 My 2011

6. Agenda and papers for Service Delivery and Performance Overview and Scrutiny Committee 19 January

7. Agenda and papers for Overview Scrutiny – Economy Committee 20 January

8. Agenda and papers for Executive Board 9 February including item on Honiton community centre under Part B

9. Agenda and papers for Communities Overview and Scrutiny Committee 16 February including report on the implication of the Localism Bill for EDDC

Other

10. Local Action Group Agenda and Papers 20 January

11. Senior Council for Devon Newsletter January 2011

12. Devon and Cornwall Police Authority correspondence re consultation on Police Reform and Social Responsibility Bill

13. Annual accounts from Honiton Tourist Information Centre

14. Treasurer’s Report from Honiton Twinning Association

15. Notice from Mrs Olive re resignation as Chair of the Honiton Community Centre Association

16. Report “Enterprising Councils” – Getting the most from trading and charging

17. Annual report from St Paul’s Children’s Worker 2010

18. GreenSpace South West Regional Forum 2011-2012

19. Local Councils Update January/February 2011 including articles on Localism Bill and plans re Big Society

20. Agenda and papers for DAPC Larger Councils Sub Committee including agenda items on the Localism Bill and on DCC plans for on street parking in market towns

21. Correspondence from two businesses re new parking/loading restriction in New Street, together with Town Clerk’s response
The Clerk drew Members’ attention to item (2) regarding the proposal by Devon County Council to introduce parking restrictions in the High Street. It was noted that the County Council had decided to suspend plans for early implementation of on-street pay and display parking but that this process had not been abandoned. The County Council stated that it wished to discuss the needs of individual communities in more detail with towns, parishes and traders and that it recognised the need for fuller consultation with individual communities over the range of parking issues, including the scope for residents parking. The County Council would contact the Town Council once it had reviewed the responses received to its consultation on the draft orders. 
Late Correspondence received from 7 to 14 February 2011
Government

a. Consultation paper – Revision and consolidation of the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2003

Devon County Council

b. Correspondence from a local business regarding new parking restrictions in New Street, together with Clerk’s response

c. Correspondence from Devon County Council asking the Town Council to suggest the location of a loading bay in New Street

d. Notification via DAPC of the developments to form a Devon, Plymouth, Somerset and Torbay Local Enterprise Partnership

East Devon District Council

e. Response from Kate Little regarding traffic routing for Cranbrook development along the A35

f. The Knowledge Issue 37

Other

g. Note of telephone conversation between the Clerk and HM Court Service re the future of the Magistrates Court

h. Minutes of meeting of East and Mid Devon Community Safety Partnership Local Action Group 20 January

i. Notification of annual conference for the East and Mid Devon Community Safety Partnership 13 April

j. Correspondence from a member of the Learning Disability Parliament regarding the need for a cinema in Honiton, together with the Clerk’s response

k. Correspondence from Honiton Pottery regarding the availability of Royal Wedding Mugs as an offer for the Council to give to local children

l. NALC Policy Consultation – A Community Right to Buy – Assets of Community Value

m. NALC Policy Consultation -  Community Right to Challenge

The Clerk drew Members’ attention to :

· Item (a) and advised that the new proposed regulations on accounts and audit would mean that there would be less conditions for the Town Council to meet. However there was no clarity about what would replace the Audit Commission.

· Items (b) and (c) and also to item (21) in the main correspondence following the introduction of parking restrictions in New Street. Members noted Devon County Council’s request that the Town Council identify a site for a potential loading bay and it was agreed that this should be discussed at the Planning committee.

· Item (d). Cllr Allen reminded Members that the County would shortly be losing all forms of business support with the loss of the Regional Development Agency and BusinessLink. He advised that both Cornwall and Bristol had been approved as new Local Enterprise Partnerships and that Dorset, Bournemouth and Poole intended to apply for a separate Partnership to cover their area. In order to put forward a meaningful application Devon, Somerset, Torbay and Plymouth had agreed to join together and he recommended that the Town Council endorse this. Concern was expressed by some Members that the common priorities included the development of nuclear power and it was agreed that the Town Council’s views on nuclear power should be made known. IT WAS RESOLVED to endorse the proposal in principle. It was noted that this was to be discussed by the DALC Larger Councils Committee on 17 February and Cllr Howard was asked to report back to the Town Council.
· Item (e) regarding Cranbrook. Following discussion IT WAS RESOLVED that the Clerk set up a meeting with relevant partners to discuss the current situation with the Cranbrook development and also the potential impact on Honiton.

· Item (g) regarding the future of the Magistrates Court. It was noted that the Clerk had received advice that the Magistrates Court was due to close on 1 April 2011 but that the closure was subject to a judicial review, the outcome of which was awaited. She had been advised that the site would be sold at market value on professional advice, although she believed that this could be negotiated in the light of the Community Right to Buy within the Localism Bill.

· Items (l) and (m) which had recently been received. She would circulate further information to Members.

Cllr Boom asked the Clerk to read out the correspondence in item (j) and reminded Members that the MP for the Disability Parliament had raised the issue with the Council on the timing of bus pass use. He welcomed the information supplied by Cllr Diviani on this point.

11/28
Town Management Advisory Committee
Minutes of the TMAC meeting held 25 January had been circulated and IT WAS RESOLVED that they be approved and signed. 
The Clerk advised that she had received confirmation from Cllrs Diviani and Randall Johnson that they would donate from their Locality Budgets towards the new handrail on the corner of Marlpits Lane and also towards the traffic calming measures and dropped kerbs near the nature reserve on Battishorne Way. She was waiting for financial information from DCC Highways so that she could process the bid. Members welcomed this news and thanked both County Councillors for their support.

11/29
Marketing Meeting

Members noted the minutes of the Marketing Meeting held 11 January. Cllr Whitlock, as Chair of the group, confirmed that plans for the Diamond Jubilee were at initial stages and he would suggest to the group that commemoration as well as celebration should be considered although he was conscious that this would require funding.

11/30
Street Market Advisory Committee

The minutes of the Street Market Advisory Committee dated 18 January had been circulated and were noted. 

11/31
Honiton Community Complex

Copies of the extract from the minutes of the EDDC Executive Board dated 9 February and the correspondence received from the Environment Directorate had been tabled. Cllr Whitlock advised that the recommendation to transfer Dowell Street Car Park to the Town Council had not yet gone through full District Council and it would therefore be inappropriate to discuss this in detail until the recommendation had been confirmed. IT WAS RESOLVED that an extraordinary meeting be called to discuss the community complex once the decision had been ratified and the Clerk was in a position to prepare a briefing paper.

Cllr Olive left the meeting

11/32
Honiton Youth Centre

Cllr Foster had asked that Members be made aware of the information he had received from Cllr Diviani on the future of the youth centre. Cllr Diviani had advised that it was currently unclear what cuts in the youth service would be and that the County Council was looking at reconstructing the service, which could mean taking some posts out but hopefully would mean keeping the clubs open. It was agreed that this should be reviewed further once the facts were known and the Clerk was asked to collate figures for use and attendance.
11/33
Special Responsibilities

Mrs Tirard – Millennium Green

Mrs Tirard reported that a public safety/maintenance inspection had been carried out and that the Trustees were currently reviewing the past and present care of all the plants in view of recent received expert advice. There was an ongoing problem with moles and it was possible these would have to be eliminated. Work parties were scheduled for February and March and a spring newsletter was being produced. In addition to the usual Charter Day band concert there was a possibility that there may be a further band concert in August.

Concern was expressed that the majority of funding for the Millennium Green was supplied by the Town Council and that this would be used for the extermination of moles. It was agreed that the Millennium Green Trustees should report back to the Council when a decision had been made but before any action were taken so that this could be discussed further.

Cllr Howard – Twinning Association

Cllr Howard advised that the Twinning Association had held a meeting on 27 January and that it was planned to visit Mezidon Canon from 13-16 May; all Councillors were welcome to join the trip. She also advised that the Association was planning a dinner towards the end of March to which Councillors would be invited.

Cllr Allen left the meeting

Cllr Coombs – Roundball Wood 

Cllr Coombs advised that although there were still problems with the permissive paths and access, the condition of the paths within the Wood were very good and this was largely due to the hard work of the wardens.

Cllr Boom - TRIP

Cllr Boom advised that TRIP was looking to take the initiative in improving the lives of its clients and was investigating what was required to meet their needs. A final version of the questionnaire to assess this would be available soon.
Cllr Taylor – Citizens Advice Service

Cllr Taylor advised that there were ongoing concerns regarding the future funding of the Citizens Advice Service due to the effect of local government cuts.
11/34
Cheque Approval

Lists of cheques issued in December 2010, at page 305, for £8036.59 and in January 2011, at page 307, for £12697.78 had been circulated and IT WAS RESOLVED that these be approved and signed.

11/35
Income and Expenditure

A schedule of income and expenditure for the first three quarters of 2010-11, at page 306, had been circulated and was noted.

11/36
Close of Meeting

The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.05pm

Signed Chair
                                                                           14 March 2011


