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Honiton Town Council

Minutes of the meeting of Honiton Town Council held at the Senior Citizens’ Centre, New Street, Honiton on Monday the fourteenth day of January 2008.

Members present

	St Michael’s Ward
	St Paul’s Ward

	Cllr V C Whitlock (Town Mayor)
	Cllr V Ash  **

	Cllr A Boom
	Cllr R E Coombs

	Cllr Mrs S A Casson
	Cllr R A Farnham

	Cllr M McGuire
	Cllr J P Halse  **

	Cllr J B Taylor
	Cllr Ms S R Holloway

	Cllr M J Teare
	Cllr Mrs V A Howard

	
	Cllr Mrs E M Tirard

	
	Cllr C Tratt   **


** = District Councillors

139. Apologies for absence

Cllr Morgan (A/L), Cllr Gaughan (Sick) & Cllr McNally (Sick).

Before the meeting started the period of prayer was led by the Rev. Peter Robinson.

Also the students from the Honiton Community College received their certificates for outstanding achievement together with the book tokens from the Town Council.


140. To receive and confirm as a correct record the minutes of the Council meeting held on 

        10th December 2007.

The minutes having been circulated prior to the meeting were approved and signed as a correct record.

141. Reports from County and District Councillors. 

Cllr Halse reported that there seemed to be a lot going on at EDDC particularly in regard to the developments in Exmouth and Seaton. The District has just been advised by a Government directive that a new town, in addition to Cranbrook, is to be constructed in the western side of East Devon comprising some 7,000 houses. This development together with Cranbrook and the developments near the airport will mean there will have to be a greater priority for the introduction of the A35 by‑pass.

Cllr Halse assured the Councillors that there was no “secret agreement” with Tesco by EDDC.

Cllr Ash drew the attention of the Councillors to the Boundary Commission changes which are going through the consultation stage at the present time. She also felt that the “New Town” will place greater stress on the District both in Officer time and financially. She was concerned as to how this would fit into the Local Development Framework. She felt it was essential for Honiton to retain it’s economic independence.

The Group looking at Housing for the Town Council should peruse the Audit Commission’s report on the Housing Audit at EDDC as this shows the parameters of what is considered by Government.

Cllr Tratt reported that at the EDDC Planning meeting on 21st December the first planning approval was granted for Cranbrook.

141. Public question time 

The Town Mayor called an adjournment whilst two questions were asked.

Mr S Taylor felt that there should be a traffic plan in place before considering either the Aldi or Tesco applications. Cllr Whitlock advised him that there was a full traffic assessment enclosed for consideration and this would be reviewed by Devon County Council. He promised that the Town Clerk would also give a written response.

Mr Bonetta asked whether the open meeting will still be held at the Mackarness Hall to allow Councillors to hear the feedback from the Town. The open nights and a Saturday morning with the plans on display was not felt to be sufficient. It was pointed out that the Library had a set of the documents and the information was also available on the web site of EDDC. This was on the agenda to be discussed later in the meeting and was agreed that there would be such a meeting in the near future. (See section 150 below)

Cllr Farnham said the members of the Complex Committee would be biased towards the application particularly now that the lottery bid had failed. The Town Mayor re‑emphasised that there was no knowledge of any Section 106 agreements and the application would be based on the merits of the application in planning terms. Cllr Farnham was also reminded that it was the stated policy of the Town Council for the building of a Community Complex and as such should support that policy.

Signed Chair




11th February 2008.

142. Police report.

P. C. Atyeo reported the total recordable offences from 10th December to date were 105 against 133 in a similar period last year. Three separate offenders had been identified who were responsible for 10 of the criminal damage offences. All of whom are currently on Police bail. He advised the meeting that sadly P C Mark Grimwood would be leaving Honiton and he had been pro active and done a great deal within Honiton. The Town Council’s thanks to him are thus recorded in these minutes. P C Atyeo advised there is a new female Officer starting next week who is also a very good Officer.

143.     Declarations of interest in items on the agenda.

Cllr Howard – A35  discussion – Personal

144.     Town Clerk:‑ correspondence received.

Correspondence 10th December 2007 to 7th January 2008.

East Devon District Council 

a.  E‑mail advising us that the East Devon & Blackdown Hills AONBs are to submit an expression of interest to SWRDA for funding from the Local Action for Rural communities programme 2008 – 2014.

b.  Council Tax base for 2008/9. Honiton is now 4,112.

c.  Annual monitoring report for the Local Development Framework

d.  Private Sector Housing Renewal Funding agenda

e.  Executive Board agenda 19th December – includes Local Government Re‑organisation in Devon

f.  Forward Plan to 30 April 2008.

g.  Advice of a new dog enforcement officer contactable via Environmental Health

h.  The Knowledge – Issues 30,31 & 32

i.  Joint Task & Finish Forum Workshop of the Scrutiny & Corporate Overview Committees

Others

j.  Disextra – Issues 672 & 3

k.  Fieldwork – CPRE Newsletter dated December 2007 

l.  Course being run by Community Council for “An Introduction to Sustainable Funding” Cost £23. Thursday 28th February 9.30 am to 4.00 pm at South Brent Village Hall.

m.  Local Council Review – January 2008.

n.  The Big Lottery – Letter advising us that we have not been included in the stage two application for funding for the community centre.

o.  Clerk & Councils Direct – January 2008.

All the above were noted.

Late correspondence 7th to 14th January 2008

Government

a.  Concerns the review being co‑ordinated by Matthew Taylor MP on the use of land and how that and planning can support better business & affordable housing. (This was passed to the Housing Focus Group)

Devon County Council 

b.  Notice of temporary prohibition of through traffic from 18 February to 22nd February on Langford Road, Luppitt, A30 Junction to Crook Cross

c.  Devon In Touch ‑   gives details of the joint approach to Government by Devon County Council and Devon Pensioners Action Forum for a reform of Council Tax.

East Devon District Council

d.  Note of advice re street collections in 2008 in the Town.

e.  Letter re the A35 Eastern By‑pass. This had been copied to Councillors and would be discussed later.

f.  The Knowledge Issue no. 33

g.  Letter from S Belli – Now that we have Quality Council status EDDC wish to devolve powers to deal with Tree and Advertisement applications. (This to be included on the agenda for next month).

h.  Letter advising all residents of Honiton that there are four applications for planning approval connected with the Tesco store proposed relocation.

i.  EDDC’s letter from the Audit Commission on the audit of their Housing Management Services.

Other

j.  Response from the Bench Chairman regarding Magistrates in the Community. It was hoped that a presentation could have been made in the near future but they have been overwhelmed by the demand.

k.  E‑mail from the DAPC. Would you like to be involved on the future use of the Seale Hayne site as this will be a similar process as Rolle College possibly later this year?

l.    The Clerk – January 2008

m.  Community Empowerment Awards – National Winners 2007.

n.   Conference report from 1st October from “Everyone’s Tomorrow”.(Senior Council for Devon)

o.   Honiton Tourist Information Centre notice of AGM at the TIC on 28th January 2008 at 7.00 p.m. Also includes the accounts for the year ending 31.3.2007

p.   Honiton Local Action Group – Agenda for the meeting on 17th January at the Community Church at 10.00 a.m. Includes the minutes for the meeting held on 13 December 2007.

Signed Chair
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q.   Letter from the Allhallows Museum advising that they have received a legacy of £50,000 and they feel it is inappropriate to take advantage of the grant from the Town Council for £1,000 provided that the money is re‑distributed to other good causes locally. This is to be considered at the Policy Meeting in February

r.   The Playing Field Newsletter Winter 2007 / 8

s.   Letter from Colin Wright advising us that the Administrator for the TIC Ltd has resigned and in view of the involvement of the Town Council do they wish to include in the Job Description of the “New Town Clerk”?

t.   DAPC Jan Feb 2008 Newsletter.

All the above were noted except where annotated.

145. Mayor’s announcements, for information only.

The Town Mayor advised that the closing date for the Town Clerk’s position was the 16th January 2008.

An election has been called to fill the Councillor vacancy and will probably be 28th February. The Town Mayor also said that the Councillors should familiarise themselves with the Aldi & Tesco planning applications, as these will probably be the largest applications for the Town for many years and have the greatest impact. It will not be possible to go through every document on the evening when they are considered. They are available at the Library, Council Offices and on line.

146. To approve the list of cheques issued in November 2007, at page 43, totalling £8,660.17 and the list of cheques issued in December 2007, at page 44, totalling £7,609.94.

Both lists were signed as a true record.

147. To discuss the response to the A35 By‑Pass correspondence.

The correspondence was circulated previously. It was obvious that the A35 by‑pass was not on any priority list and that it should be included on the Devon County Council list. If this does not occur then it will not come to fruition. Whilst the majority of the funding has been allocated up to 2016 new funds are available for roads in the South West and our need should be pushed.

148. To receive reports from the working groups for Street Cleanliness and Housing. 

The two groups have not yet met but will be included on the February agenda.

149.  To seek a second volunteer to represent the Town Council on the following outside body:‑

Citizen’s Advice Bureau Management Committee. 

Cllr Boom is already one representative and anyone else wishing to represent the Town Council on this body should advise the Town Clerk accordingly.

150. Display of Planning Applications

Volunteers for the open evenings & morning were as follows:‑

Thursday – Cllrs Teare, Taylor, McGuire & Tratt

Friday – Cllrs Tirard, Casson, Holloway, Coombs, Taylor & Boom

Saturday morning – Cllrs Casson, Taylor & Coombs

They will be held at 7.00 pm to 9 pm on Thursday 17th  January and Friday 18th with a session on Saturday19th 10.00 am to 1.00 pm at the Senior Citizens’ Centre. 

It was generally felt that there should be a separate meeting where members of the public can express their views The Town Clerk was instructed to book the Mackarness Hall to facilitate that and this will be advertised widely.

151. To receive reports from Members with Special Responsibilities

Cllr Holloway – Recycling

Cllr Holloway brought the name of freecycle before the Councillors and this is a not for profit organisation and this can be accessed on the keyword and click on Honiton.

Cllr Boom – Arts

Cllr Boom advised the first talk for the “Honiton and the Arts” programme is being held on 13th February when Nick Capaldi will be the guest speaker.

Cllr Boom – The Glen

The next meeting of the Glen Committee will be held on 30th January at 7.00 p.m. here. The responses have been received with many from younger people. Part of the land has been handed over to EDDC by the Developers although there are some small parcels in the ownership of several people.

The young people from the Youth Club and the Community College will also be helping as will the Scouts. The latter will be making bird & bat boxes.

Cllr Boom expressed his thanks for the help he had received from Mark Pollard of EDDC.

The Town Mayor also thanked Cllr Boom for his hard work and wished this to be recorded.

Cllr Howard – Twinning

Cllr Howard advised that the next meeting of the Twinning Committtee will be held here on 25th January which is also the latest date for advising attendance at the Twinning Dinner on 8th February.

Cllr Whitlock – Charter Day

The next Charter Day meeting will be held on 7th February at 7.00 p.m.

152. The Town Mayor closed the meeting at 8.55 p.m.

Signed Chair
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