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Honiton Town Council

Minutes of Honiton Town Council held at the Senior Citizens’ Centre, New Street, Honiton on Monday the twelfth day of NOVEMBER 2007 

Members present

	St Michael’s Ward
	St Paul’s Ward

	Cllr V C Whitlock  (Town Mayor)
	Cllr Miss V Ash   **

	Cllr M J Teare
	Cllr R E Coombs

	Cllr J B Taylor
	Cllr J P Halse  **

	Cllr Mrs J F McNally
	Cllr Mrs V A Howard

	
	Cllr Ms S R Holloway

	
	Cllr Mrs M D Morgan

	
	Cllr Mrs E M Tirard

	
	Cllr C Tratt   **


** = Also District Councillors
107. Apologies for absence

Apologies had been received from Cllr Farnham (A/L), Cllr Hopkins (Work), Cllr Gaughan (Sick), Cllr Casson (A/L), Cllr Boom (A/L) Cllr McGuire (A/L) together with County Councillors Boote & Nicholson

The period of prayer before the meeting commenced was led by the Rev. Alan Sheath


108. To confirm as a correct record the minutes of the Council meeting held on 

8th October 2007

These having been circulated were approved after a small amendment and signed as a true record.

109. Reports from County and District Councillors.
Cllr Halse reported although Cllr Boote was unable to attend he was pleased that the meeting about the road closure in Dowell Street had not been so disruptive as expected, with grateful thanks to all concerned.

Cllr Halse reported that there was a tremendous lot going on in East Devon. The Tesco application is on the verge of acceptance and then the  consultation process will be commence. The application will probably go to Committee for their February meeting. 

There is considerable upheaval about the Local Strategic Plan. The Atkins report, which was commissioned by EDDC, covered employment land, as it is very important to get employment and living in close proximity. The regeneration of Seaton & Exmouth is taking a considerable amount of time.

In response to a question Cllr Halse said that he felt the stance taken by the Members at EDDC for the Heathpark was right at the present time. What the Town had not got was a plan for where the retail businesses should be situated.

Cllr Ash stressed that the Local Development Framework should be supported fully for the future development of the Town. Additionally it was not felt to be correct to have Lace Walk as a secondary shopping area being on the route from the main car park to the High Street and this needs reviewing.

Signed Chair








10th December 2007.

Cllr Ash is the East Devon Representative on the Citizen’s Advice Bureau. She advised the meeting that there was a proposal for the East Devon & Exmouth Branches to merge in April 2008. This would improve funding possibilities and produce the economies of scale. It was pointed out the Cllr Ash is also the EDDC Culture Champion.

It was agreed that the Town Clerk would write to EDDC about Lace Walk and be included in the LDF process.

Cllr Tratt advised that the Licensing Committee had met and agreed a rise in cab fares of approx. 20%.

110.     Public question time 

Mr Payne asked about the parking restrictions in Church Hill. Concerns were expressed about the lorries negotiating that road. The response was given that all the parking restrictions have been reviewed and are currently with Devon County Council, however three Councillors are to review these again as it is imperative that the correct decision is reached.

111.     Police report.
PC Atyeo was welcomed back after his recent operation by the Town Mayor.

PC Atyeo advised there had been 108 offences since the last meeting against 135 in the similar period last year. The Police had been very successful in reducing crime on carnival night by confiscating alcohol to the under age. The operation was a joint effort with the Specials, Neighbourhood Beat, Tactical Aid, PCSOs even the police dog and handler taking part.

The Police had been pleased with the support for the two Remembrance Services both of which had gone without hitch.

112.     Declarations of interest in items on the agenda.

The following declarations were made:‑

Cllr Howard – A35 & Community College – Personal

Cllr Morgan – A35 – Personal 


113.     Town Clerk:‑ correspondence received 

Devon County Council 

1. Letter from the Chief Executive advising that DCC are submitting an application for a Judicial Review challenging Exeter’s bid for unitary status

East Devon District Council

2. The Knowledge issue numbers 22, 23 & 24

3. Road closure order for the Christmas Carnival – 15th December

4. Advice of the Honiton Street Market Forum being held on 27th November at 2.15 p.m.

Others

5. Letter from Detox for Devon encouraging an increased awareness to the dangers of binge drinking etc.

6. DAPC Newsletter    Nov / Dec 2007.

7. DISExtra Issue 668

8. R D & E Foundation Trust Newsletter October 2007 & Annual Report.

9. EDVSA – Training courses available

10. LCR Magazine November 2007

11. Advice of the Compact Awareness Raising Event at St Rita’s Centre on 28th November 10 – 11 am. A free event contact 01404 549045 to participate. It revolves around the Compact for Devon and how it affects you and how the various sectors can work together.

12. NLARA – Minutes of the meeting on 24th October.

13. Senior Council for Devon – Notes following the meeting on 30th October

14. Copy letter from Mrs Sharman to Highways Agency. I have been advised that the report is currently being worked on by Connect.

Signed Chair


        
            10th December 2007.

Late Correspondence November 2007.

Devon County Council 

a. In Touch – November 2007.

East Devon District Council 

b. The Knowledge issue no 25

c. Letter from EDDC advising that an alternative site may be released for use as allotments as the site at Hayne Lane is a matter which would require detailed consideration on their part. The alternative site has not been identified as the ownership is being checked. The Hayne Lane site is supported by Gittisham Parish Council, they would like to be involved in the discussion process, per e‑mail received. It was decided that this matter would be referred to the Policy Committee

Others

d. Local Councils Up‑date – November 2007.

e. Countryside Voice – The magazine of the CPRE Autumn 2007.

f. Blackdown Hills AONB – Questionnaire on the Management Plan – A response is required by 7th December Cllr Holloway agreed to respond to the questionnaire.

g. East Devon CAB – Annual report The AGM was on 15th November at the Library. 

h. South West Water – Consultation paper on future services to 2015 – can also be completed on line  at www.southwestwater.co.uk/PR09  or a paper copy can be obtained on 0800 2300 751.

i. Letter from Clem Dobson Assoc. on behalf of the owners of Lace Walk offering to pay for the Sculpture being remounted and displayed in the precinct behind a vandal proof case. It was decided that the Town Clerk should write and thank them for their kind offer hopefully the repair will be finished in the near future. 

j. E‑mail from DAPC confirming that the Town Council is now a Quality Council!!
The Town Mayor thanked the Town Clerk and his Staff for their commitment in getting this award.

All the above letters were noted except where indicated.

114.     Mayor’s announcements, for information only.

Cllr Whitlock announced the passing of Wendy Nicholson and that he had represented the Town Council at her funeral last week.

He had attended a very successful Remembrance Service on Sunday with 6/700 people attending including 250 young people. Cllr Whitlock had presented the shield to the Mayor’s Cadet

The Carnival had been a most memorable occasion walking at the head of the procession. The atmosphere had been electric.

He had met with Inspector Gale and there would be informal meetings to take forward items of mutual concern. The first meeting will revolve around the Cctv system. He had also had a meeting with the Principal of the Community College in an endeavour to establish closer links. It was felt that the award of a book token and certificate would assist and it is to be put to the Policy Meeting later this month for verification.

115.     To approve the list of cheques issued in September 2007, at page 33, totalling £5,852.23

The list of cheques having been circulated was approved and duly signed as a correct record.

116.    To receive the actual expenditure for the six-month period ending on 30th September 2007 at page 34, totalling £59,012.06

This was received and duly approved as a correct record.

117.    To receive and confirm the minutes of the Town Management Committee meeting held on 15th October 2007.

The minutes having been circulated were approved and signed as a true and correct record.

Signed Chair
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118.   To discuss the additional housing requirements of Honiton and for the provision of an A35 relief road

The Regional Spatial Strategy is due to be up‑dated in the very near future and it is expected to recommend a further 1,000 homes should be built in the Town. It is right that there should be a public debate on the future of the Town. It was known that there are funds available from Central Government for the construction of the relief roads in the South West. To do this we have to raise the priority of the new road with Devon County Council, Regional Assembly etc. There would not be sufficient funds for road construction from Section 106 monies which should be used to improve the infrastructure of the Town.

It appears to fairly certain that something will be done in the near future but the Town Council should have a clear idea of what they require as they will be asked for input by EDDC. The Council should also consider alternative sites rather than greenfield ones. 

It was proposed by Cllr Halse and seconded by Cllr Tirard that the safety improvements need to be pushed forward for the existing road and that the Town Clerk should write to the various official bodies to raise the priority of the proposed road. This was duly carried.

119.    Reports from Members with Special Responsibilities.

Cllr Tirard – The Glen on behalf of Cllr Boom

Questionnaires are being returned for the consultation process in the Glen and are being analysed at the moment.

Cllr Tirard – The Arts on behalf of Cllr Boom

Four talks are being organised for the New Year, 13th February, 12th March, 9th April & 14th May. These will raise the awareness of the arts in the Town.

Cllr Boom was thanked, in his absence, for all the hard work he is doing for the Town 

Cllr Holloway – Otter Rotters

Otter Rotters collect kitchen waste, for composting and or bio‑energy, free from the houses in Honiton and it is a service which is well used. The service runs at a loss. EDDC are committed to providing a recycling service but wish to ensure that it is done properly. There is insufficient space for their present contractors and this has caused a delay through planning considerations.

Cllr Coombs – Senior Council

Cllr Coombs attended another meeting of the Senior Council who expressed concern about narrow pavements and the state of walkways.

Cllr Coombs – Rights of Way

Cllr Coombs advised that the annual check of ROW is due and the work on them has made a vast improvement. Claims are being made and considered for “lost” ROW to get them back on the definitive map.

Cllr Tratt – CCTV

Cllr Tratt advised that Devon County Council permission has been obtained for the CCTV signs which has taken 7 weeks to obtain. When they have been erected they will become  fully operational.

120. The Town Mayor closed the meeting at 8.40 p.m.

Signed Chair 







10th December 2007.

Copies of this document are available in large print on request

