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Honiton Town Council

Minutes of the meeting of Honiton Town Council held at the Senior Citizens’ Centre, New Street, Honiton on Monday the Twelfth day of May 2008

Members present

	St Michael’s Ward
	St Paul’s Ward

	Cllr V C Whitlock   (Town Mayor)
	Cllr Miss V Ash ***

	Cllr A Boom
	Cllr R E Coombs

	Cllr Mrs S A Casson
	Cllr R A Farnham

	Cllr P Fleming
	Cllr Ms S R Holloway

	Cllr R H Gaughan
	Cllr Mrs V A Howard

	Cllr M McGuire
	Cllr Mrs M D Morgan

	Cllr Mrs J F McNally
	Cllr Mrs E  M Tirard

	Cllr J B Taylor
	Cllr C T Tratt ***

	Cllr M J Teare
	


*** = Also District Councillor

Students from the Honiton Community College were presented by the Mayor with their certificates for outstanding achievement together with book tokens from the Town Council.


The period of prayer before the meeting commenced was led by Rev Grant van Schalkwyk.

 
210.  Election of Town Mayor 

Cllr Howard proposed Cllr C T Tratt be elected Mayor for 2008/9. This was seconded by Cllr Tirard and put to the Members and duly carried. 

211.     Election of the Deputy Town Mayor

Cllr Teare proposed that Cllr Tirard be elected as Deputy Mayor for 2008/9 and this was seconded by Cllr Morgan.

.

Cllr Taylor proposed Cllr Ash as Deputy Mayor for 2008/9 and this was seconded by Cllr Gaughan.  

A paper ballot therefore took place and the result was that Cllr Ash had 15 votes and Cllr Tirard had 2 votes therefore Cllr Ash was duly elected as Deputy Mayor. 

Cllr Whitlock thanked both candidates for agreeing to stand and praised in particular the amount of work and outstanding commitment Cllr Tirard had given over the past year. He welcomed Cllr Ash to her new position, reminding Councillors of her 12 years of previous service on the Council prior to her appointment in the 2007 election.

212.     Appointments to Council Committees for 2008/9

Planning Committee

All Councillors in Membership

Policy Committee (recommendations on all aspects of expenditure and changes to policies and procedures.)

Town Mayor, Deputy Town Mayor, Cllrs Boom, Casson, Coombs, Farnham, Fleming, Gaughan, Halse, Holloway, Howard, McNally, McGuire, Morgan, Taylor, Teare, Tirard and Whitlock.


General Purposes Committee (respond to consultation documents from and monitor other services provided by other tiers of government and other organisations)
Town Mayor, Deputy Town Mayor, Cllrs Boom, Casson, Coombs, Farnham, Gaughan, Howard, McNally, Morgan, Teare, Tirard and Whitlock.


Emergency Committee (delegated powers to make decisions on urgent matters between Town Council meetings. Reports back to Town Council)
Town Mayor, Deputy Town Mayor and the Committee Chairs (Planning, Policy and General Purposes Committees)

Signed Chairman 
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Town Management Advisory Committee (a discussion forum for Town Councillors to meet with officers of other local authorities and organisations which provide services in the Parish.   No decisions made and does not meet in public but reports back to the Town Council)
Town Mayor, Deputy Town Mayor, Cllrs Boom, Casson, Coombs, Farnham, Morgan and Tirard together with representatives from Devon County Council, East Devon District Council, Police and other organisations according to items on the agenda.

All the above were confirmed.

N.B.     THE MAYOR & DEPUTY MAYOR ARE EX‑OFFICIO MEMBERS OF ALL COUNCIL COMMITTEES 
213.     Appointments of Council Members to Outside Bodies for 2008/9

Allhallows Charity
Cllr Farnham + Vacancy (Cllrs Gaughan and McNally willing to serve together on this committee if numbers can be increased to 3 – Town Clerk to follow up)

Allhallows Museum
Cllr Casson

Chamber of Commerce
Cllr Whitlock

Churchyard Management
Cllr Gaughan

Citizens Advice Bureau
Cllr Boom

Community Complex
Cllr Teare

Devon Assn Parish Councils
Cllr Howard

E Devon Safety Partnership
Cllr Morgan


Cllr Tratt

The Glen
Cllr Boom

Health Locality Planning
Cllr Boom


Cllr Morgan

Honiton Festival
Town Mayor


Cllr Tirard

Honiton United Charities
Town Mayor


Cllr Casson


Cllr Farnham


Cllr Gaughan


Cllr Howard


Cllr McNally

International Tree Foundation
Cllr Gaughan

Larger Councils
Cllr Howard

Liaison Officers for Youth
Cllr Ash


Cllr Holloway

Library
Cllr Boom

Millennium Green Trust
Cllr Casson

Mobile Lengthsman Liaison
Cllr McNally

P3 Co‑ordinators
Cllr Coombs


Cllr Fleming

Police Liaison Group
Cllr Gaughan


Cllr McNally

Recycling & Waste Disposal
Cllr Holloway

Roundball Wood Liaison
Cllr Tirard

Scouts (1st Honiton)
Cllr Tratt

Sports Advisory Committee
Cllr Tratt

Senior Citizens Social Cttee
Town Mayor

St John Ambulance
Cllr Tratt

Street Market Advisory
Cllr Whitlock

Thelma Hulbert Gallery
Cllr Boom


Cllr Whitlock

Tourist Information Centre
Cllr Tirard

Treewardens
Cllr Gaughan


Cllr McNally

TRIP
Cllr Boom


Cllr Casson


Cllr Morgan

Twinning Association
Cllr Howard

Signed Chair
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214.  Apologies for absence.

Apologies for absence had been received from Cllr Halse (A/L).
215. To receive and confirm as a correct record the minutes of the Council meeting held on 

14th April 2008.

The minutes having been circulated prior to the meeting were approved and signed as a true record.

216.  Reports from County and District Councillors. 

Cllr Boote congratulated Cllrs Tratt and Ash on their appointments and also welcomed the recognition of young people in Honiton through the Council’s awards for outstanding achievement. He reported that he was continuing to pursue the problems with the A35 and eastern bypass, particularly in view of the development at Cranbrook and the possibility of the road being used for construction materials. He had ensured that the subject of the bypass would be on the next full County Council meeting and had also secured the support of 7 Councillors so that it could also be on the East Devon District Council agenda for July.

Cllr Farnham queried whether there was any further information about the development land at Hayne Lane. Cllr Boote advised that this query should better be addressed to Cllr Halse on his return.

Cllr Ash reported that at a meeting of the Scrutiny Committee there had been a report on anti social behaviour including the policy and the list of where the District has responsibility. Also discussed had been the report of the Planning Review Task and Finish Forum regarding changes to the planning application process to try to minimise duplication and waste and to make the process more customer focused. It was recommended that parish and town councils make use of the new systems.

217.  Public question time 

None had been received.

218.  Police report.

P. C. Atyeo advised there had been 70 recordable crimes since the last meeting against 74 twelve months ago.  Among these were 18 burglaries, the majority being in garages where some had been forced but others had been left insecure. As a result PCSOs were working in evenings and extra response officers were operating in the town.

There had recently been an arrest concerning misuse of drugs and substances had been seized.

On 13th May there would be a force‑wide operation (Operation Everest) with high visibility policing. This would include a PACT surgery and it was stressed how important it was to encourage people to complete the PACT cards.

The traffic department in Exeter had recently made an arrest in Honiton for drink driving and driving while disqualified. This had been as a result of a Crimestoppers call and it was noted how effective this system could be.

Cllr Farnham queried whether early hours speed checks could be carried out. P.C. Atyeo would look into this.

Cllr Ash asked for it to be recorded how helpful the Honiton PCSOs are, particularly Barry.

219.  Declarations of interest in items on the agenda.

Cllr Teare – resident of Gittisham Vale (agenda item 15)

220.  Correspondence received 
Devon County Council 

1.
Flying the Flag for Devon – Initial concept for unitary local government across Devon.

East Devon District Council 

2.
The Knowledge issues 47, 48, 49 including articles on Thelma Hulbert Gallery; opening of Neroche Herepath Trail

3.
Notification of Road Closure (Exeter Road and High Street) evening of 25th October for Honiton Carnival.

4.
Notification of changes to the advertising of empty properties.

5.
A Vision for Devon – Initial concept for four unitary pattern of local government across Devon.

6.
Forward plan to 30th August 2008

Signed Chair
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Meetings

7.
Corporate Overview Committee 24th April

8.
Executive Board 30th April

9.
Development Control Committee 6th May including consideration of application by Tesco re Heathpark Industrial Estate

10.
Scrutiny Committee 7th May

11.
Housing Review Board 1st May including report into tenant satisfaction in Honiton

Others

12.
Renewables SW – e‑bulletin from Regen SW

13.
Inforegio March 2008-05-06 

14.
DIS Extra Issue 682

15.
The Playing Field Spring 2008 including article on biodiversity in playing fields

16.
European Union – Regions for Economic Change

17.
NALC Journal May 2008 including articles on Empowerment White Paper : a voice for local communities; Sustainable Communities Act : an opportunity for parishes

18.
Letter of thanks re Grant from East Devon Citizens Advice Bureau

19.
Copy letter from Honiton & District Chamber of Commerce to Angela Browning MP re charity shops in Honiton

20.
Internal Audit Report on the Town Council for 2007‑8

21.
Letter from Highways Agency with an update on preliminary reports re A35

22.
DAPC Newsletter May/June 2008

23.
Letter from resident regarding possibility of third street market

Cllr Ash reported that the notification of changes to the advertising of empty properties (4) dealt with the way in which houses would be allocated in the future. Properties available would now be advertised in the press.

Cllr Teare queried the details of the correspondence received regarding the A35 (21). The Clerk read the response and confirmed she had asked for copies of the reports mentioned but had been informed that this was not possible at this time. It was felt that this was a tactical response and needed to be taken further. Cllr Morgan proposed that the Clerk write a letter of complaint to a more senior contact at the Highways Agency and also sought to have access to the reports under the Freedom of Information Act. This was seconded by Cllr Tirard and WAS RESOLVED.
All other correspondence above was noted.

Late correspondence 7th – 12th May 2008

Devon County Council 

a.
Intouch May 08

East Devon District Council

b.
Agenda for Annual Meeting of the Council 14th May

c.
Agenda for Honiton Street Market Advisory Forum 13th May

d.
The Knowledge Issue 50 including article on events at the Thelma Hulbert Gallery

e.
Council News Roundup March/April 2008

Other

f.
Minutes of Honiton Local Action Group 17th April including input from Meg Booth, Highways Agency

g.
Copy of letter from Mayors of Tavistock, Okehampton and Hatherleigh as joint response to LDF for West Devon with main focus on housing

h.
RD&E Express Issue 14 May 2008

i.
Local Councils Update Issue 10

j.
Clerks & Council Direct May 2008 including article on acquisition and appropriation of land

k.
B2B Business to Business May 2008-05-09 

l.
The Clerk May 2008

Cllr Coombs queried the input of Meg Booth of the Highways Agency to the LAG meeting (f). The Clerk read the relevant section of the minutes and Cllr Morgan confirmed that she had spoken with Meg Booth regarding the A35 and would follow this up.

The correspondence regarding the LDF (g) was passed to Cllr Holloway to be considered by the Housing Group.

All other correspondence above was noted.

Signed Chair
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221.  Mayor’s Announcements, for information only.

Mayor Making would be on 2nd June at St Rita’s Centre to allow more people to be invited.

There would be a meeting with traders in the town on 11th June, being held jointly with the Chamber of Commerce, to discuss the centre of the town.

The Mayor had visited the Glen at the weekend and wished to thank Cllrs Coombs, Boom and Morgan who had worked with a group of volunteers and East Devon District Council, resulting in a much improved vista.

222.  To approve the accounts for the year ending 31st March 2008 (unaudited externally) and to approve the signing of the Statement of Assurance as required by the Audit Commission

Copies of the accounts had previously been circulated and were approved. 

Cllr Holloway proposed that the Chair and Clerk be authorised to sign the Statement of Assurance. This was seconded by Cllr Casson and WAS RESOLVED.
223.  To confirm the meeting dates for 2008/9

The Clerk had circulated a list of meeting dates for 2008/9 and these were noted.

224.  To discuss the Gittisham Vale boundary with Gittisham Parish
Cllr Whitlock informed the Council that agreement had been reached with Gittisham Parish to hold a meeting of Chairs and Clerks once a majority of responses had been received to the recent survey conducted. Once the meeting had taken place, this matter would be brought back to the Council.

225.  To agree the Town Council’s response to the Devon Strategic Review
Cllr Boom outlined the importance of this document and his concerns at some of the findings. He proposed that Councillors should send their comments to him and he would work with the Clerk to co‑ordinate a response before meeting with colleagues and then reporting back to the Council. This was seconded by Cllr Farnham and WAS RESOLVED.
226.   To discuss proposed new powers re planning applications for trees and for advertisements

Cllr Teare outlined the proposal from East Devon District Council that, following its Quality Council Status, the Council should take on control of planning applications for trees and for advertisements.

Following the Clerk’s report to the planning committee, Councillors had decided that there appeared to be little benefit in taking on the applications for trees due to the lack of experience and the possibility of increased bureaucracy. The planning committee was content with the current system with regard to trees, involving local reports from the two tree wardens.

It was felt that there was real benefit in taking on responsibility for advertisement planning.

It was proposed by Cllr Teare that the Clerk write to East Devon District Council that the Council did not wish to pursue taking responsibility for tree applications but wanted to continue with taking control of advertisement applications. This was seconded by Cllr Ash and WAS RESOLVED.
227.   Reports from Members with Special Responsibilities

Cllr Tirard – Tourist Information Centre

Cllr Tirard reported that Honiton Festival tickets sales were steady and the TIC is trading well. She encouraged Councillors to support the varied and interesting programme of concerts.

Cllr Tirard – Roundball Woods

Cllr Tirard reported that work being undertaken by Dave Retter was well advanced although incomplete and that Langworthy still had to finish work on the fencing. There is evidence of cattle recently having entered the wood where members of the public have pushed a fence down to gain access to a part not managed by the Council. The Clerk updated the Council that she had contacted Langworthy and the fence was being repaired.

Cllr Howard – Twinning Association

Cllr Howard advised the Council that Honiton Band would be visiting Gronau and some concerts had been arranged. The next meeting would be the AGM on 11th July at 7.30.

Cllr McNally – Police Liaison Group

Cllr McNally reminded the Council that all Councillors were invited to meetings – the next meeting would be on 17th June at Honiton Community College then on 1st July at Exmouth Community College.

Signed Chair
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Cllr Boom – Community Complex

Cllr Boom advised that the final talk in the series of Art talks would be taking place the following week.

Cllr Boom ‑ The Glen

Cllr Boom reported on the work done by volunteers at the weekend when 5 tonnes of mulch had been removed. He paid special tribute to the two young people from the Robert Owen Settlement for all their hard work. Cllr Ash advised that East Devon District Council officers had commented how well the day had gone and she thanked Cllr Boom for all his efforts.

Publications were being finalised for the Glen and these would be circulated to hotels and guest houses via the TIC.

Cllr Holloway – Youth Liaison

Cllr Holloway advised that the Youth Arts event planning meeting has been arranged for 22nd May and that the event would take place on 18th October. If any Councillors were interested in volunteering on the day would they please let her know.

Cllr Holloway – Housing Group

Cllr Holloway updated Councillors on a meeting at which Paul Lowe had spoken regarding work in Honiton and the wider East Devon district and the particular difficulties being experienced with sites and funding. The Group was approaching other speakers from housing associations for future meetings.

Cllr Coombs – Senior Council

Cllr Coombs asked whether better links could be built between the Council and the Senior Council. Cllr Whitlock advised that he had arranged for the Senior Council to be an agenda item at the June meeting.
The meeting went into a Part 2 session to discuss matters of a contractual nature. The press and public were asked to withdraw from the meeting at this point due to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.

228
Declarations of Interest on Part 2

Cllr Gaughan declared an interest on item 231.

229
To discuss proposed changes to the Council accounting systems 

230 
To discuss potential transfer of assets 
231
To discuss potential purchase of land for public amenity/allotments
232.  The Town Mayor closed the meeting at 9.40 p.m.

Signed Chair
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