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                                             Honiton Town Council

Minutes of the Honiton Town Council meeting held at the Senior Citizens Centre, New Street, Honiton on the twelfth day of March 2007.

Members present

St Michael’s Ward                                                 St Paul’s Ward

Cllr VC Whitlock (Town Mayor)                  Cllr C Tratt (Deputy Town Mayor)

Cllr A Boom                                                Cllr RE Coombs

Cllr Mrs SA Casson                                    Cllr Mrs VA Howard

Cllr AG Foster                                             Cllr RA Sharpe

Cllr KH Hopkins                                          Cllr Mrs EM Tirard

Cllr M McGuire                                            Cllr Mrs CA Richards

Cllr MJ Teare

174.  Apologies for absence.

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Cllr Mundie (sick), Cllr Redden (work), & Cllr Holloway (another commitment).  Apologies were also received from Cllr R Boote.

There was a period of prayer before the meeting commenced which was led by the Rev Peter Robinson

175.  Minutes of the Council meeting held on 12th February 2007

These having been circulated were confirmed as a true record and signed.

176.  Reports from County and District Councillors

Cllr Halse raised the big issue of the moment, the proposed new Tesco store.  At this point Cllr Whitlock  advised Cllr Halse that the Town Council was not commenting on or giving an opinion on this prior to receipt of the application.  Cllr Halse thanked Cllr Whitlock for this advice, but said that he believed that he had to speak now on behalf of the people of Honiton and to let the Town Council know of his views.  He did realise that this would bar him from taking part in discussions at EDDC.  His main concern was the extra traffic that the new store would generate.  He believes that all three of the proposed new roundabouts are inadequate, as this store will be bigger that the present one and this will mean more customers and therefore more cars using it and the traffic problems will be far worse than they are now.  Cllr Sharpe then wanted to ask a question, but was advised not to by Cllr Whitlock in case it compromised him.
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Cllr Ash advised that EDDC were holding a regular series of meetings with

representatives of young people’s groups.  These were proving very

useful and are ongoing.  Through these meetings young people are also 

able to see what happens at EDDC and the constraints which are placed on

the Council.  Cllr Ash also mentioned the Tenant Satisfaction Survey which 

had just been completed by EDDC.  Tenant satisfaction had held up very well 

in this survey,  although tenants in Honiton seemed less satisfied than those 

in other areas and the Council are to look into why this is.  Cllr Whitlock asked 

Cllr Ash if the Town Council could have a copy of the survey.
177.  Public question time

No questions received.

178. Police Report

PC Atyeo reported a reduction in recorded crimes against the same period 

last year down from 99 to 80.  One of the burglaries was again a distraction 

type of offence with two people knocking on someone’s door saying they 

thought they had knocked her cat down.  One of them went with her to look 

while the other one burgled the house.  Cllr Boom asked about digital TV.  He 

had heard of a scam where elderly people were being approached by 

companies who were then charging large fees for its installation.  PC Atyeo 

replied that he was not aware of anything like this happening in the Honiton 

area.  His advice was for people to use reputable companies for this and not 

to accept the advice of anyone going from door to door.

Cllr Tratt said that he had recently been to a Local Action Group meeting and 

That he had learnt from Sergeant Gait that more CPSO’s were being lost.  PC 

Atyeo replied that they had been informed that there was a strong likelihood 

that Honiton will loose one CPSO,  leaving three in the town and one in the 

rural area and also that a Neighbourhood Beat Manager will also be lost, 

leaving two in the town and one rural.  However, this has yet to be confirmed 

and he doesn’t know who will be going.

Cllr Whitlock asked about the difficulty that some buses are having in parking 

on their allotted bus stops due to parked cars, do we have a traffic warden? 

PC Atyeo advised that no we don’t have a permanent one.  Colin Peek is the 

Traffic Warden Supervisor responsible for all the Warden’s in the area and 

how they are utilised, but he is not based in the town.  However, in the near 

future Devon County Council will be taking over the employment of Traffic 

Wardens and PC Atyeo does not know what will happen then.  He did say that 

all of the CPSO’s will be going on a course soon and that on this they will 

receive Traffic Warden training.  

Cllr Whitlock asked the Council if Chief Inspector Nye should be invited to the 

next meeting and this was agreed to.
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179.  Declarations of interest in items on the agenda

Cllr Teare – Items 13 & 15 - personal

Cllr Casson – Item 13 - personal

Cllr Tirard – Items 12, 13 & 15 - personal

Cllr Howard – Item 15 - personal

Cllr Coombs – Items 11, 14, 15 and in Correspondence item C -personal

Cllr Boom – Item 15 - personal

Cllr Whitlock – Items 11, 13 & 15 - personal

180.  Town Clerk:- correspondence received 12th February to 5th March 2007
Devon County Council
a. Advice of the traffic calming scheme in Glanvill Way comments by e‑mail to:‑ toserve@devon.gov.uk quoting reference LG/A21183

b. Road closure notices for 4th &  5th March;  5th 6th March; and 11th  & 18th March at Sidford. This appears as a matter of record only and has been advertised on our notice boards.

c. Copy letter to landowners re FP no. 10 advising DCC are to pay for a new post & gate on this footpath.
East Devon District Council 

d. Press release re MSC Napoli dated 16th February.

e. E‑mail from Streetscene – please advise EDDC if you are aware any properties have been omitted from the fortnightly collections.

f. Action Group research into criminal damage in East & Mid Devon – Steering Group meeting held on 28th February and minutes of the previous meeting.

g. Copy of the report to portfolio holder re the decommissioning of the warden controlled flats at Custance House.

h. The Knowledge – Issue nos. 36, 37

i. Letter from EDDC advising that the cost of maintenance of the toilets will be approx £28,000 if the market is taken over by the Town – In answer to a question from Cllr Sharpe, Cllr Whitlock advised that they are looking to see if EDDC are going to hand over the market during the Market 750 celebrations.  The Town Clerk has written to EDDC for details of how much the maintenance of further items ie. Allhallows Field, will be.  This will give the Council a variety of options and when this information is received it will be put on the Town Council agenda.

Others
j. DAPC Larger Councils agenda and associated documents for the meeting on 1st March.

k. DAPC Newsletter – Copy enclosed.

Signed Chair
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l. Letter from the RD & E Foundation Trust offering the opportunity of a Governor to speak at on of our meetings to explain the benefits of membership and talk about developments which have taken place recently.

Forms for membership and newsletter are enclosed – the Council did not wish to take up this offer.

m. Newsletter from Highways Agency Vol 1 Issue 3.

n. Performance programme for Villages in Action to June 2007.

o. Educare – Courses on Health & Safety and Stress Management at £42 (+VAT) & £34 (+VAT) respectively. (Run by the NSPCC)

p. Standards Board Bulletin Issue 32 Feb 2007. Advises of the consultation on the Code of Conduct.

q. DISExtra Issue 651 – 26 Feb – There is to be a new commission to look at how local democracy can be revitalised. It will be led by Dame Jane Roberts see www.communities.gov.uk for more information.

r. Open Space (Spring 2007)  ‑ Magazine of the Open Spaces Society.

s. Local Works – Campaign for the Sustainable Communities Bill – National Rally on 26th March also requesting a letter be sent to Ruth Kelly copy attached.

t. Regen SW Copy of the e‑bulletin February 2007.

u. Library news March 2007.

v. Letter from SW Highways advising that the bus markings are to be installed in the Monkton Road – Cllr Coombs suggested that the Clerk write a letter of thanks to the authority responsible 

w. Letter from W P Hendy re the public consultation for Tesco’s re‑location

x. Junk Mail – Newsletter Spring 2007 for the Re‑cycling & Composting Network

y. Countryside Voice – Spring 2007 – The Magazine of The CPRE

z. The Village Green – Quarterly news from the Community Council of Devon.

aa. Letter from Rosemary Miles expressing her concerns for the allotments in Honiton Bottom Road.

bb. LCR March 2007 – Journal of the NALC.

cc. European Council Cohesion Policy guidelines for 2007 ‑ 2013  

All the above were noted except items i,I and v which have been annotated

LATE CORRESPONDENCE 6TH MARCH TO 12TH MARCH 2007

	     A
	
	Devon County Council
	Devon in Touch, March 2007

	 B
	
	East Devon District Council
	Council Tax charges for 2007/08

	 C
	
	Mrs. F. Jarrett, Rookwood Close
	Request for yellow lines/parking restrictions in Rookwood Close (forwarded to DCC)

	 D
	
	Rural Transport Partnership
	Winter Newsletter 2007
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European Union Inforegio News
	 16th April 2007

Newsletter January 2007, Issue 153

	F
	
	Village Green
	Newsletter March 2007, Issue 107

	G
	
	Clerks & Councils Direct
	March 2007, Issue 50

	H
	
	The Clerk
	March 2007, Vol 37, No. 2

	I
	
	EDDC
	The Knowledge Issues 38 & 39

	J
	
	EDDC Kate Little
	Allotments in Honiton – the Council needs to establish whether they wish to go through the process of providing allotments.  Need to establish EDDC’s consent as landowner to make land available to HTC and planning permission for COU of the land – Cllr Whitlock asked Cllr Hopkins if Gittisham PC would write a letter to EDDC about the land in Hayne Lane being available.

	K
	
	DAPC
	Confirmation of booking for the Clerk to attend Master Planning Course on 22nd March 2007

	L
	
	Seaton Town Council
	Advising that with effect from 1.4.07 their office will be closed on Mondays and Fridays but open Tuesdays, Wednesdays and Thursdays from 9 am to 12 noon.

	    M
	
	NALC
	Model Contract of Employment - Revisions

	    N
	
	Honiton Town Centre Forum
	Minutes of meeting held on Wednesday, 29th November 2006, together with a letter from Terry Farebrother  concerning its future

	    O
	
	ETC Corp
	Public Sector Seminar Programme – Spring & Summer 2007

	P
	
	Business to Business Newsletter
	March 2007, Issue 24

	Q
	
	Devon County Show notification
	Poster and leaflet 17th to 19th May 2007 at Westpoint

	R
	
	SLCC
	Devon Branch Meeting 9.3.07 – report

	S
	
	CPRE
	Agenda for Committee meeting and AGM of The East Devon group 21.3.07

	T
	
	DCC
	Dowell Street crossing enhancements, proposed scheme for installation of three pedestrian refuges – it was agreed that this item be put on the next planning agenda

	U


	
	Signed Chair
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Shelter – Devon Housing Aid Centre
	16th April 2007.

Request for grant

	
	
	
	

	   W


	
	Lesley Smith DAPC
	Encams Training Course – An introduction to fixed penalty notices for litter, graffiti, flyposting and dog control orders



	X


	
	NALC                                          


	DIS Extra no. 612                



	    Y
	
	Devon Strategic Partnership
	Making our Devon Better – An introduction to Community Focus Group Sessions  

	    Z
	
	Info-mail from creating excellence
	Masterclass ‘Making Strong and prosperous communities’ which will examine what the Local Government White Paper offers to help organisations in the South West Region 

	   Aa
	
	EDDC
	Honiton Street market Advisory Forum 3.4.07 – request for items for the agenda

	   Bb
	
	European Union
	Regions for Economic Change -  Booklet on Regional Policy Responses to Demographic Challenges




Cc                  CPRE                                            Fieldwork Newsletter March 07

All the above were noted with the exception of items j and t; which have been annotated.

181.  Mayors Announcements, for information only.

Cllr Whitlock advised that he had attended the following meetings, the launch of the MCTi plan on 21st February, the election road show given by Mark Williams from EDDC on 22nd February, meet a delegation of councillors and traders from South Molton on 27th February, carnival AGM on 17th February, A35 site meeting on 28th February and a meeting with EDDC planners to discuss the planning process which he attended with Cllr Holloway on 1st March.  He also encouraged all the Councillors to attend the Annual Town Meeting on 19th March and asked that all the reports for the Annual Report to be circulated in the next Talk of the Town be sent to the Town Clerk by the end of the week.  
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182.  Confirmation of the Policy Committee Minutes held on 26th February 2007

The following sentence was added to item 45 concerning the TIC “it was proposed by Cllr Sharpe that the accounts be made available for inspection”.  Having been circulated the minutes were then confirmed as a true copy and duly signed.

183.  To receive the list of cheques issued in January 2007

The list of cheques issued in January 2007 at page 67 totalling £7,810.31 was approved and duly signed.

184.  To confirm the recommendations of the Glen Regeneration Committee that the Town Council write to EDDC to remove the waste and dog bins in the Glen for a trial period following the recent vandalism.

Cllr Boom reported that the last Glen Regeneration meeting had been well attended with twenty-two members present.                                                        

However, their concerns were growing over vandalism with litter bins being emptied and thrown into the stream and when the dog bins are full people leaving the plastic bags lying around.  After a full discussion the proposal that ‘the Clerk write to EDDC and ask for the litter and dog bins to be removed for a period of three months’ was put to the Council.  No-one was in favour of this proposal.  Cllr Boom then mentioned that EDDC (Mark Pollard) did offer to bring in bins that could be cemented in place, and another proposal was therefore suggested that ‘the Clerk write to EDDC requesting this’ which was agreed.

185.  To received a report back from the A35 site visit – Cllr Tirard

Those present included representatives from the various Highways Agencies, Cllr Boote – DCC and EDDC, Cllr Ash – EDDC, Cllrs Coombs, Tirard, Tratt and Whitlock – HTC, Mrs Morgan and Mrs Sharman.  The Councillors felt that it was a very positive meeting with the town’s concerns being taken on board.  However, nothing can be done at the moment until a major survey of all the issues and implications has been conducted, this has been costed at between £50,000-60,000.  However, there was a willingness between all the parties to work together and reach the best possible solution.

186.  To consider the letter from St. Paul’s Church as to whether the Town Council would like to replace the missing hornbeam tree as part of the 750th celebrations.

Cllr Coombs suggested that another red-flowering horse chestnut be tried again, however, Cllr Tirard felt that the church forecourt would look more balanced if a similar tree to the remaining hornbeam was planted.  It was therefore proposed that the Clerk ask St. Paul’s which tree they would like, then both trees were to be costed and the item put on the next Policy Committee agenda.  This was agreed.

Signed Chair
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187.  To discuss the Water Channel in the High Street and to agree in principle that an application be made for a ‘Pride of Place’ grant in the name of the Town Council.

A decision had been made on this subject at the last General Purposes Committee meeting on 29th January and therefore no further action was taken.

188.  To receive reports from Members with Special Responsibilities

Cllr Tirard – Roundball Wood

A woodland archaeology workshop is being held here in Honiton next Friday under the auspices of the Woodland Heritage Champions Project.  The morning session will cover the use of documentary evidence to uncover woodland history, and an introduction to woodland archaeology.  In the afternoon the woods will be the site of a field trip.  The Roundball Wardens, Richard Howe and Ron Webb will be attending together with Cllrs Coombs and Tirard.

Cllr Howard – DAPC and Twinning

Cllr Howard reported on the DAPC Larger Councils Sub Committee meeting which she attended in Exeter on 1st March.  

There were discussions on various developments including the power of wellbeing, the CRS Consultation Document on the Code of Conduct, transforming local service in Devon and a review of the involvement of Town and Parish Councils in the process of the Local Area Agreement.  The County Council is required to develop a new three year local area agreement from March 2008 in the shaping of which Town and Parish Councils will have an opportunity to be involved.  A copy of the MCTi’s Vision of Honiton 2030 – Community Strategic Plan was given to the DAPC Chairman, Rod Hawes.  Cllr Howard had also attended the twinning meeting on 9th March and expressed her thanks to those Councillors who attended the dinner in January which was very successful.  The next twinning meeting is on 20th April and a group from Gronau is scheduled to come over later in the year.  

Cllr Tratt – Cable CCTV
The company responsible for the cable CCTV are coming to start fitting the cameras on 15th March.  There will be two at the High Street/New Street junction and one at the High Street/Dowell Street junction.

Cllr Coombs – The Glen

Cllr Coombs reported that the landslip in The Higher Glen had got worse lately and that as this area was shortly due to be handed over to EDDC they had been made aware of the situation, as had the Highways Authority and Taylor Woodrow.

189.  The Town Mayor closed the meeting at 8.25 p.m.

Signed Chair 
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