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 Honiton Town Council

Minutes of Honiton Town Council meeting held at the Senior Citizens’ Centre, New Street, Honiton on the twelfth day of February 2007.


Members present

	St Michael’s Ward
	St Paul’s Ward

	Cllr V C Whitlock (Town Mayor)
	Cllr R E Coombs

	Cllr Mrs S A Casson
	Cllr R A Sharpe

	Cllr M McGuire
	Cllr Mrs E M Tirard

	Cllr M J Teare
	Cllr Mrs C A Richards

	Cllr Mrs Y M Trotman
	Cllr C Tratt (Deputy Town Mayor)


157. Apologies for absence

Apologies had been received and accepted from Cllr Boom (A/L), Cllr Redden (Work) Cllr Gaughan (Sick), Cllr Howard (Sick), Cllr Mundie (sick), Cllr Holloway (personal) & Cllr Hopkins (work).

Cllr Boote & Cllr Halse also sent their apologies.


There was a period of prayer before the meeting commenced which was led by Reverend Prebendary Sue Roberts.

158. Confirmation of the minutes of the Council meeting held on 8th January 2007 

These having been circulated were confirmed as a true record and signed.

159. Reports from County and District Councillors. 

Cllr Ash thanked the Town Council for hosting the A35 public meeting last month and she is hopeful that something positive will follow from that session. A site visit has been arranged for later in the month.

Cllr Ash also informed the meeting that East Devon District Council are to invest £90k in modernisation of Community Centres and Dunning Court will be one of the recipients.

160. Public question time 

No questions received.


161. Police report.

P C Atyeo reported a reduction in recorded crimes against the same period last year down from 127 to 107.Two of the four burglaries were in the same location when two men purported to be from the local water board. This distraction type of offence is easily stopped just do not let anyone enter the property and check with the issuer of the identification they are genuine workmen.

One offence of a bomb hoax was dealt with satisfactorily although it is an unusual offence in the Town. Seven young people at present on Police bail are to be dealt with on 27th February following a spate of theft from motor vehicles. Again the message is keep your possessions out of sight as some items left on display are very expensive.

Signed Chair





12th March 2007.

162. Declarations of interest in items on the agenda.

Cllr Coombs – Late Correspondence B ‑ Personal

Cllr Tirard – Item 18 Director of the TIC ‑ Personal

Cllr McGuire – Item 8 – Employee of EDDC – Personal

Cllr Casson Item 7 – As member of the patients committee at the hospital – personal

163. Action to be taken following the presentation from Dr Snee, Chief Executive of The Devon NHS Primary Care Trust.

It was agreed that the Town Clerk should write and thank Dr Snee for making the presentation covering the points that there should be consultation with the healthcare professionals and the service users. Morale at the hospital is the lowest it has ever been. It was felt that Dr Snee’s promise of a date for restoration of services to be advised within six weeks should be monitored closely so it is not overlooked.

164. To decide on what action the Town Council should take following the address from Paul Lowe The Housing Enabling Officer of East Devon District Council.
It was agreed that the Planning Committee should flag up the affordable housing and send an extra copy direct to Paul Lowe.  Cllr Whitlock requested that every Councillor put forward any suitable property to him either direct or via the Town Clerk. The Town Clerk should also write and thank him for attendance.

165. Town Clerk:‑ correspondence received 8th January to 5th February 2007.

Department for Transport

1.  Response to our lobbying letter re improved service between Axminster and Exeter – Extra services have not been agreed but may change as the franchise progresses. 

Devon County Council

2.  In Touch Jan 07 – Advice of the sale of Exeter Airport for £60m.

3.  Devon Countryside Access Forum are advertising for new members – To volunteer you will need to have an interest in country matters. See website :‑

www.devon.gov.uk/devon_countryside_access_forum 

East Devon District Council

4.  Response re our letter about Custance House – This item having been circulated it was agreed the Town Clerk should write.

5.  Advice of Town Councils meeting date at EDDC – 20th June  at The Knowle  @ 7 p.m. 

6.  Two press releases re the MSC Napoli – The message is please keep away.

7.  The Knowledge Issues 31, 32, 33 & 34

8.  Copy of the Forward Plan to 31st May 2007.

Others

9.  Jan 07 Newsletter of the ED Volunteer Support Agency with all the news of the volunteering stories.

10.  The Playing Field – Winter newsletter – advice of awards of £1.4m from the Big Lottery Fund for the SW

11.  Two letters of thanks have been received for grants awarded.

12.  Letter from the Rugby Club expressing concern about their tenure of the Allhallows Field – They are to await the results of the MCTi Plan which is due on 21st February.

13.  Letter from Mr Griffin expressing concern about under age drinking in the alcove at the TIC building. Cllr Tirard advised that it has already been arranged that the alcove will be lit to hopefully prevent recurrence.

14.  DIS Extra Issues 648 & 649

15.  European Union – Cohesion policy and cities

16.  Re the Lace Walk Mural ‑ Letter from Devon Witness Care in the case of  Regina v. YOUTH. The youth was charged and found guilty of criminal damage to property valued under £5,000. A three month Action Plan Order was imposed.

Signed Chair





12th March 2007.


























17.  Police Authority Liaison Meeting 21st February at 7.30 p.m. at the Institute,Yonder Street, Ottery St Mary

18.  CPRE (Devon Branch)– Annual report and notice of the AGM 12th March at 2.30 p.m. at Exeter Racecourse, Kennford.

All the above were noted except items 4 and 13 which have been annotated. 

Late Correspondence 5th to 12th February 2007.

Department for Communities

a.  Consultation document on the model code of contact for local authority members – A response is required by 9th March and the Town Clerk will submit.

Devon County Council

b.  Definitive Map Modification Order 2007 – relating to footpath numbers 1‑7, 9 &10 – Offwell & 10 Widworthy – Available for public inspection until 30th March.

East Devon District Council

c.  The Knowledge Issue 35

d.  Letter from Mark Williams – The EDDC Returning Officer extending an invitation to residents to a “Would you like to be a Councillor?” road show being held here on 22nd February commencing at 7.00 p.m. There are other road shows throughout the area up to 13th March prior to the elections being held in May. Also a report from the Commission for Rural Communities “Can rural Councillors make a difference?” see www.ruralcommunities.gov.uk
e.  Letter from Stephen Belli (pronounced Bell hi) advising that he has been appointed as a Development Control Manager and looks forward to talking to the Town Council to advise them on planning & procedures. It was felt the new Town Council after 3rd May would benefit from such a presentation. Town Clerk to arrange.

f.  Advice of street collections in 2007.

Others

g.  Letter from NALC advising there will be a delay in the review of the Town & Parish Quality Scheme

h.  Invitation to the Town Council from DAPC for the Council’s suggestions for future priorities in transforming public services in Devon. A copy of the submission to CLG on 25th January is enclosed for information/

i.  Letter from the Audit Commission advising us that they have appointed Alun Williams, an Officer of the Audit Commission, as external auditor for the financial year 2006 / 7.

j.  DISExtra Issue 650 – 

k.  Allotments Regeneration Initiative newsletter Winter 2006

l.  Letter from Andrew Cox advising he is against the provision of allotments in the Battishorne Area.

m.  The Clerk – January 2007.

All the above were noted.

166. Mayor’s announcements, for information only.

Cllr Whitlock reminded the Councillors that the launch of the MCTi Plan will be held at St Rita’s on 21st February. He had attended a meeting with the Town Clerk and Mark Williams and EDDC would consider passing back the running of the markets provided the running of one or more services was taken over.  This would have to be on a Local Service Agreement – a binding document and decided on after 3rd May, possibly at the June Policy Meeting. The results of the application for Lottery funding should be known by the end of this month.

Signed Chair 





12th March 2007.

167. Minutes of the Town Management Advisory Committee held on 22nd January 2007.

The minutes having been circulated were approved and signed as a true record.

168. To decide the Town Council’s response to the Open Meeting held on 25th January regarding the safety issues raised on the King’s Road and Monkton Road area of the Town.

The report prepared following that meeting recommended that a site meeting be organised with interested parties. Cllrs Boote & Nicholson have volunteered to go through the report of that meeting to ensure it contains the correct terminology for the Highways Officers to get the action it will deserve. Certain criteria must be met and wider issues have to be considered. Contact has not yet been made with other towns & villages on the A35.  The Town Council approved the action being taken. It was noted that a traffic report was prepared by Hyder Consulting for the Highways Agency only a few years ago and it might be possible to obtain a copy from HA under the Freedom of Information Act.

169. Minutes of the General Purposes Committee held on 29th January 2007.

The minutes having been circulated were approved and signed as a true record.

170. To approve the list of cheques issued in December 2006 at page 65 totalling

         £12,713.82

The list having been circulated beforehand was approved and signed as a true record.

171. To approve the Actual Expenditure for nine months to 31st December 2006 at page 66, totalling £94,865.78.  

The list having been circulated beforehand was approved and signed as a true record.

172. To nominate a Representative to the Honiton Sports Centre Advisory Committee.

No member present being able to accept such a nomination it was decided to defer to the March Meeting.

173. To review the Town Council’s stance on extra taxi spaces needed in the Town.

 A report was prepared by Cllrs Boom & Tirard and the Town Council agreed that the matter should be taken forward with EDDC. The recommendation was for moving the rank to the opposite side of the road and creating a total of 6 spaces also extending the area for the bus stop. The Councillors were thanked for their work in the preparation of the report.

172. To receive reports from Members with Special Responsibilities. 

Cllr Tratt – CCTV

Cllr Tratt reported that the Committee had taken advice from the Crown Prosecution Service and on their recommendation were to purchase a system from Cougar Cabling for £9895 excluding VAT. It is more up‑to‑date and cheaper than both the other estimates. The system will be three cameras and cover the majority of the main thoroughfares in the Town. It is hoped to have it installed by 31st March. This carries the support of the Town Council and the Committee were congratulated on their work which comes to fruition after many years of trying. 

Cllr Howard ‑ Twinning

Cllr Howard had sent in a short report which was read out. The dinner was very successful at the Monkton Court Hotel last week and the next meeting of the Committee will be held at the Council Offices on 9th March at 7.00 p.m.

Signed Chair 



12th March 2007.

Cllr Tirard – Roundball Wood

Cllr Tirard read a report from Richard Howe, Warden. Kate Tobin of EDDC Countryside Team are to run a woodland archaeology course in Roundball. The first will be on 16th March. Hopefully this will increase the awareness of the wood and could lead to offers of assistance and possibly some funding.

Cllr Tirard – Tourist Information Centre

Cllr Tirard advised the meeting that whilst it is a quiet time of the year the TIC is trading steadily. There is over £1,000 in the bank and bills and salaries can be covered for the next month. The Rotary raffle will help to generate funds for the TIC  and they are to be on sale from April to October. The accommodation guide goes to the printers this Monday and includes an advert for Market 750. In addition to what has been mentioned there are tours for Rosamund Pilcher’s books, which are generating interest internationally as well as in the UK. The TIC is a box office for many local attractions and events. The service offered to Tourism and to residents play a vital role in Honiton.

Cllr McGuire – Markets Forum

Cllr McGuire advised he was unable to attend the last meeting but will hopefully be attending the next meeting shortly.

Cllr Coombs – Blackdown Hills Heritage Group

Cllr Coombs advised the Heritage Group that Trevor Hitchcock’s book has been  published by the Museum. He suggested that it would be interesting to have a Blackdown Border Walk in the Parish of Honiton as part of the Blackdown Tales programme – perhaps after 3rd May – when new Councillors could have the opportunity of experiencing the walk.

Cllr Coombs – The Glen

Cllr Coombs advised that he and Cllrs Ash & Boom had attended a meeting at the Knowle  re the Glen in connection with meeting later in the month.

Cllr Coombs – Copper Castle Tollgates

The erection of the Tollgate involves rather a lot of separate agencies. The Highways Agency, English Heritage, Conservation Officer, East Devon District Council, Honiton Town Council and safety specialists hence the delays experienced.

173. The Town Mayor closed the meeting at 9.30 p.m.

Signed Chair 





12th March 2007.
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