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Honiton Town Council

Minutes of the meeting of Honiton Town Council held at the Senior Citizens’ Centre, New Street, Honiton on the eleventh day of June 2007.

Members present

	St Michael’s Ward
	St Paul’s Ward

	Cllr V C Whitlock (Town Mayor)
	Cllr Ms V Ash  **

	Cllr A Boom
	Cllr R Farnham

	Cllr Mrs S A Casson
	Cllr P Halse  **

	Cllr M McGuire
	Cllr Mrs D Morgan

	Cllr Mrs J F McNally
	Cllr Mrs E M Tirard

	Cllr M J Teare
	Cllr C Tratt  **


** Denotes District Councillor


Before the meeting commenced the period of prayer was led by Rev. Grant van Schalkwyk


21.     Apologies for absence.

Apologies had been received from Cllr Gaughan (sick), Cllr Howard (personal), Cllr Holloway (sick), Cllr Coombs (personal) and Cllr Hopkins (A/L).

22.     To confirm as a correct record the minutes of the Council meeting held on 14th May 2007.

These having been circulated were approved and signed as a correct record.

23.     Reports from County and District Councillors.

Cllr Boote reported that the County Council were concerned about the effect on the residents of Devon if the Exeter unitary bid was successful.  Having looked at two services earlier in the day he felt that a unitary authority could never have the expertise or work on a cost effective basis. Certainly there are considerable problems envisaged, including administration cross‑costing, new buildings etc, which would make the services expensive to deliver.

Cllr Ash reported that EDDC are to introduce a series of meetings to develop a vision of the future with their “new” Council. This will be a similar exercise to that undertaken a few years ago. EDDC will welcome constructive comments from HTC if there is anything to flag up.

EDDC are to make a concerted effort to have an engagement with young people and an award selection panel will be created.

Rural Communities are to benefit from the Esme Foundation for their challenge fund. Details are in the Knowledge.

Cllr Halse reported that as a member of the Executive Committee at EDDC they had looked at the unitary bid by Exeter and felt that the two previous bids for Torbay & Plymouth had cost the ratepayers £10m and that was 15 years ago. He felt there should be more serious explanations provided. 

There will be consultation with local towns in an attempt by EDDC to get closer to the “grass roots”.

Signed Chair






9th July 2007.

Cllr Halse also felt that the Glen regeneration was a good idea but drew the line at a sculpture on that site. It was explained that HTC had been working with East Devon in a positive manner and that funds were available on a matched basis, the present decision was only an agreement in principle and no costings had been approved. This matter would be referred back to the Town Council in due course.

Cllr Tratt said he had no further news although he had attended 12 lectures and seminars since the elections.

In response to questions Cllr Halse was asked about the number of toilets in the Town. It was suggested that this matter be placed on the next suitable meeting’s agenda so that a full discussion could be held and this course of action was approved.

24.  Public question time.
No questions received.

25.     Police report.

P C Atyeo reported that the total offences since our last meeting were 81 against 94 for the same period last year. Criminal damage had increased to 30 incidents. This included 19 offences for damage to a vehicle. There is no logic to the events and possibly one explanation is that it is not always the same people. He requested the help of local residents in reporting matters as they were occurring so that the Police can take appropriate action. He also requested that witnesses write down the events as soon as possible so no evidence is overlooked.

In response to a question he advised that there were still problems with the fence at the Baptist Church and this was the subject of an on‑going investigation.

The Licensing Committee had not received a report for the application by the Pit Club for a change to their licence and it was felt to be a concern.

P C Atyeo said that for the Police to comment they had to have evidence to support their comments. He had in fact made official visits to the Pit Club and to the Carlton Inn last weekend and all was found to be in order. Variations in licences are reviewed to ensure the new terms are not being abused.

26.     Declarations of interest in items on the agenda.

Cllr McGuire recorded item 12 as a personal interest 

Cllr Whitlock reported item 11 as a personal interest

27. Correspondence received

Government

a. Commission for Rural Communities ‑ Cash purchases of housing stock – state of the countryside update

b. Cabinet Office – What trustees need to know – a guide.(Charities Act 2006) This can be seen on www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk  or order by telephone on 0845 015 0010

Devon County Council

c. In Touch – monthly round‑up – May 2007. Reminds people to have their say in whether Exeter should become a unitary authority – see DCC website

d. DCC are to decide on the provider of external services for residential & domiciliary care

Signed Chair 
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East Devon District Council 

e. The Knowledge issues 1 & 2 ‑ gives details of the “Foxglove Day” 17th June 2.00 to 4.30 p.m. at Holyford Woods Nature Reserve. Please telephone (01395) 51757 for more information. There is also a very encouraging article about the Thelma Hulbert Gallery.

f. Agenda for the meeting of the Scrutiny Committee 13 June 2007.

Others

g. RD & Express newsletter update for members of the RD&E NHS Foundation Trust

h. Blackdown Tales – Programme of guided walks & activities

i. DISExtra‑ Issues 657 & 658

j. Western Power Distribution – Quality of Supply Report 2006. 

k. Copy letter from the agents managing the Lace Walk advising that they do not wish to place a seat under the arches because of vandalism in the area. This is in response to an elector’s request for that facility.

l. Honiton Community College Newsletter May 2007.

m. Letter from the Information Commissioner’s Office confirming renewal of the registered entry for the Town Council.

n. Fieldwork Magazine of the Campaign to Protect Rural England June 07.

o. Environment Agency’s draft Catchment Flood Management Plan and the views of the Town Council. A response is required before 25th July 2007. A copy of the full plan is on the CD

p. Village Green – June 07 Quarterly News from the Community Council of Devon.

q. A Community Conference – Organised by Devon Community Recycling – Friday 29th June at 9.00 am in Crediton & includes lunch cost £10 per individual.

r. The Green Taxi Company – advert for information – tel. 01395 568111

All the above were noted

Late correspondence 

Government

a.  E‑mail from Department of Trade – Anyone wishing to have their say in the consultation in the nuclear power debate can log on to :‑  www.direct.gov.uk/nuclearpower2007  Responses are required by 10th October 2007.

b.  Consultation document from Defra – Rights of Way – Consultation on implementation of the right to apply for orders to extinguish and divert public rights of way & associated rights of appeal. Response is required by 31st August 2007.

East Devon District Council 

c.  The Knowledge – Issue no 3. Includes details of the Annual Forum for the EDAoNB on 25th June at 7.00 pm at Kilmington Village Hall – names to be forwarded before 18th June.

Others

d.  Letter re the Devon Playing Fields Association – AGM 12th July at Winkleigh – Lunch costs £4.50. Also looking to fill one vacancy on the Executive Committee

Signed Chair 
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e.  P3 – Summer events 2007. South Hams 4th July

Stover Country Park – 5th July Bratton Fleming – 16th July

Burlescombe – 14th July Newton Poppleford 18th July

All walks are about 2 hours duration.

f.  Open Spaces Society – Summer 2007 newsletter and advice of AGM 3rd July in London.

g.  Local Councils – Update – Subscription recommend to keep us informed of legal matters – Cost £100 per year

All the above were noted and item G was duly approved.

28. Mayor’s announcements, for information only.
The Town Mayor thanked all those who had supported him at the Mayor Making on 4th June.

He has met with the recently formed Honiton Players. Their first meeting was very successful. The first production will be to mark the 750th Anniversary celebrations.

Honiton Show will be held on 2nd August and a space has been reserved in the marquee . The copy for the next production of the Talk of the Town is required in the next week.

29.     To approve the list of cheques issued in April 2007, at page 7, totalling £13,793.90. 

The list had been circulated prior to the meeting and was duly approved and signed as a true record.

30.    To receive the accounts for the year ending 31st March 2007.  

The accounts had been circulated in Unaudited form, the Audit took place on 29th May 2007, and no alterations were made by the Internal Auditor,  they can, therefore, be considered Audited. A copy of the summary being submitted to the Audit Commission had also been circulated and this was duly approved for completion and submission.

31.    Exeter’s bid for Unitary Status

The submission for Exeter’s unitary bid was discussed in full and Cllr Halse proposed that this Town Council support the letter sent by East Devon District Council against the proposal. This was seconded by Cllr Tirard and carried with 10 votes FOR  the proposition and 2 votes AGAINST the proposition and it was therefore duly carried. The Town Clerk was instructed to write accordingly.

32.     To discuss the standards of cleaning in the Town 

An e‑mail had been received from Jim Cady of East Devon District Council acknowledging that the standard on a recent inspection was below what was expected and promising an improvement in the future. It was agreed that this would be monitored and that the Town Clerk should write accordingly.

33.     To discuss the formation of a Senior Council in Devon

Cllr Boom advised that he has been liaising with Peter Fletcher Associates and there is to be a meeting on 2nd July with various pensioner groups invited along. A report will be prepared and submitted for the Council’s consideration at the August meeting.

It was also felt that a similar exercise should be undertaken for the youth. EDDC are keen to develop this and Devon County Council already have a Junior Council. The Town Clerk was instructed to write to EDDC accordingly.

Signed Chair
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34.     To discuss working with other Agencies to deliver the MCTi Strategic Plan. Additional copies of the plan are available on www.Honiton‑MCTI.co.uk  It was felt that it would be more manageable for the Emergency committee and the Council Representative member on the Honiton Development Trust to return to the full Town Council with recommendations. 

35.    Consultation paper on support for community land in Devon 
This report was issued by the Wessex Reinvestment Trust and it was discussed fully and the Town Clerk was instructed to write with a tentative letter of support, as it was not clear what additional benefit there would be from another Agency.

36.   To receive reports from Members with Special Responsibilities.

Cllr Tirard – Roundball Wood

Cllr Tirard reported that following the two workshops much more was known about the woodland and it’s history and the flora and fauna is being researched. Help was requested for anyone with expertise in ornithology, moths or butterflies and would be very much appreciated by the Wardens.

Cllr Tirard – Honiton Tourist Information Centre
Cllr Tirard reported that although the footfall for May was reduced because of the weather the business was solvent. The busiest three months of the year are with us. Talks about the future of the TIC are ongoing.

Cllr Boom – The Glen

Cllr Boom and the Committee were delighted that they had been given a lottery grant of £9,100 from the Breathing Spaces fund. They had been working in close consultation with EDDC for the benefit of the Town.  Additionally O2 had decided that as their grant scheme had proved to be so successful they were using the Glen as an example of what could be achieved. Photographs of the original plaques on the gates had been lodged with the Museum for posterity. The plaques had now been renovated. Cllr Boom advised that there had been a similar project in Okehampton, which had many similarities to the Glen, and it was hoped that the cultural success could be repeated in Honiton. Art work was in evidence with even the benches, notice boards and bridges.

Cllr Casson – Trip

Cllr Casson said that Trip needed more drivers as there was a heavy workload and also 4 more members were required, one to act as a Treasurer. S W Ambulance service was assisting at the present time.

The 10th anniversary will be on 14th July and support for the event will be welcomed.

Cllr Whitlock – Market 750

Cllr Whitlock reported that the final programme of events should be available early next week.

37. The Town Mayor Closed the meeting at 9.00 p.m.

Signed Chair
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Copies of this document are available in large print on request

