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Honiton Town Council

Minutes of the meeting of Honiton Town Council held at the Senior Citizens’ Centre, New Street, Honiton on Monday the Eleventh day of May 2009.

Members present

	St Michael’s Ward
	St Paul’s Ward

	Cllr M R Allen (Councillor Elect)
	Cllr Miss V Ash *** (Mayor Elect)

	Cllr J J Ayres (Councillor Elect)
	Cllr R E Coombs

	Cllr A B Boom
	Cllr J P Corke

	Cllr Mrs S A Casson
	Cllr R A Farnham

	Cllr P J Fleming
	Cllr D Foster

	Cllr M McGuire
	Cllr P Halse ***

	Cllr M J Teare
	Cllr Mrs M D Morgan

	Cllr V C Whitlock
	


*** = Also District Councillor

The period of prayer before the meeting commenced was led by Revd Peter Robinson.


434.    
To elect the Town Mayor and sign the Declaration of Acceptance

Cllr Casson proposed Cllr Miss V Ash be elected Mayor for 2009/10. This was seconded by Cllr Teare and put to the Members and duly carried. Cllr Ash signed the Declaration of Acceptance in the presence of the Clerk.

435.
To elect the Deputy Town Mayor and sign the Declaration of Acceptance

Cllr McGuire proposed Cllr Fleming be elected Deputy Mayor for 2009/10. This was seconded by Cllr Boom and put to the Members and duly carried. Cllr Fleming signed the Declaration of Acceptance in the presence of the Clerk.

436.
To receive declarations of interest in items on the agenda

Cllr Fleming – Fairtrade (item 22) (P)

Cllr Casson – Street Market (item 18) (P)

Cllr Corke – Millennium Green (item 20) (P)

Cllr Morgan – A35 (item 19) (P)

Cllr Farnham – Community Complex (item 21) (P)

Cllr Teare – Community Complex (item 21) (P)

Cllr Boom – Millennium Green (item 20); Community Complex (item 21) (P)

Cllr Halse – Community Complex (item 21) (P)

Cllr Whitlock – Fairtrade (item 22); Community Complex (item 21) (P)

Cllr Ash – Community Complex (item 21) (P)

437.
To receive and confirm as a correct record the minutes of the Council meeting held on 

9 March 2009.

The minutes having been circulated prior to the meeting were approved and signed as a true record.

438.
To confirm the co‑option of Mr Mike Allen as a Councillor and to co‑opt Mr Jeffery Ayres as a Councillor

The Policy committee had recommended that Mr Mike Allen be co‑opted as a Councillor and this was confirmed by Members. Following the Policy committee meeting, Mr Jeffery Ayres had applied to be co‑opted to the Council. Mr Ayres gave a short address to Members who agreed that he should be co‑opted. The Mayor welcomed both Mr Allen and Mr Ayres to the meeting and asked them to meet with the Clerk in the near future to sign their declarations.

439.  
To note the resignation of Cllr Holloway

The Mayor announced with regret the resignation of Cllr Sharon Holloway effective 29 April 2009. She paid tribute to the work that Cllr Holloway had done during her time as a Councillor and asked the Clerk to write on behalf of the Council to thank her.

440.
To confirm the appointments to Council Committees for 2009/10

Planning Committee

All Councillors in Membership
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Policy Committee

Town Mayor, Deputy Mayor, Cllrs Allen, Boom, Casson, Coombs, Corke, Farnham, Foster, Halse, Howard, McGuire, Morgan, Taylor, Teare

General Purposes Committee

Disbanded – issues concerning rights of way to be transferred to the end of the Town Management Advisory Committee agendas.

Executive Committee

Town Mayor, Deputy Mayor, Chair of Policy, Chair of Planning, Chair of Town Management Advisory Committee

Cllr Teare proposed that the Executive Committee should be piloted for 12 months and should recommend to the full Council the membership and delegated powers of an Emergency Committee, the Clerk being instructed to prepare draft emergency procedures. This was seconded by Cllr Corke and WAS RESOLVED.

Town Management Advisory Committee

Cllrs Boom, Casson, Coombs, Farnham, Morgan with representatives from Devon County Council, East Devon District Council, Police and other organisations according to items on the agenda.

Street Market Working Group

Cllr Casson + Clerk, Street Market Supervisor, Street Market Manager with representatives from Devon County Council, East Devon District Council, Market Traders, Chamber of Commerce and Police

Street Cleanliness Working Group

Disbanded – issues moved to Town Management Advisory Committee

Community Complex Working Group

Cllrs Ash, Boom, Farnham, Halse, Teare

The Glen Working Group

Cllrs Boom, Whitlock, Coombs

All the above were confirmed.

441.
To confirm appointments of Council Members to Outside Bodies for 2009/10

Allhallows Charity

Cllrs Boom & Farnham

Allhallows Museum

Cllr Casson

Allotments Liaison

Cllr McGuire

Chamber of Commerce

Cllrs Allen & Whitlock

Churchyard Management
Cllr Farnham

Citizens Advice Bureau

Cllr Boom

CCTv Liaison


Clerk

E Devon Safety Partnership
Cllr Morgan

Health Locality Planning

Cllrs Boom & Morgan

Honiton Festival


The Mayor & Cllr Corke

Honiton Primary School

Cllr Corke (Governor)

Honiton United Charities
Town Mayor, Cllrs Casson, Farnham, Fleming & Howard; Mrs





Jill McNally

International Tree Foundation
Cllr Fleming

Larger Councils DAPC

Cllr Howard

Liaison Officers for Youth
Cllrs Ash & Foster

Library



Cllr Boom

Millennium Green

Cllr Boom (Trustee)

Mobile Lengthsman Liaison
Clerk

P3 Co‑ordinators

Cllrs Coombs & Fleming

Police Liaison Group

Cllr McGuire

Recycling & Waste Disposal
Cllr Farnham

Roundball Wood Liaison
Cllr Coombs

Scouts (1st Honiton)

Cllr Casson

Senior Citizens Social Cttee
Town Mayor

Senior Council


Cllr Whitlock

St John Ambulance

Cllr Casson

Thelma Hulbert Gallery

Cllr Boom

Signed Chair
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Tourist Information Centre
Cllr Corke (Trustee)

Treewardens


Cllrs Farnham & Fleming

TRIP



Cllrs Boom & Casson

Twinning Association

Cllr Howard

442.
To receive and confirm as a correct record the minutes of the Council meeting held on 6 April 2009 

The minutes having been circulated prior to the meeting were approved and signed as a true record.

443.
To receive reports from County and District Councillors

Cllr Olive reported that at the recent Executive committee of EDDC there had been support for the Community Complex and this was now going forward.

Cllr Olive also reported that the only confirmation of dog orders to date was for those replacing existing provision. The June Executive committee would receive a report regarding the new proposals from Town Councils.

Cllr Olive also reported that all phases of the roll out of kerbside recycling were due to be in place by the autumn of 2010. The Clerk was instructed to follow up with East Devon District Council the Town Council’s proposals regarding dog orders at The Glen following its meeting with the Honiton Canine Friendship Group.

Cllr Halse outlined his understanding of the situation regarding the dog orders and the refuse collection. He also stressed that the success of the community complex would depend very much on Honiton owning this as a project.

Cllrs Halse and Ash were thanked for all their efforts regarding the community complex.

Cllr Farnham asked Cllr Halse what was happening about the additional sites for lost car parking resulting from the building of the community complex. Cllr Halse responded that these would be found by reorganising current sites. 

Cllr Farnham also asked Cllr Halse about progress on an out of date recycling notice in Dowell Street, which had been reported twice by the Town Council but with no result. Cllr Halse promised to look into this situation.

Cllr Coombs asked Cllr Halse why the kerbside recycling did not include tetra packs and cardboard. Cllr Ash reported that she had discussed this with East Devon District Council and there were genuine concerns regarding the vehicles used for recycling. 

Cllr Coombs asked Cllr Halse why the recent mailing concerning boundary change had a return mail address at the Knowle. Cllr Halse reported that all cards would be forwarded to the Boundary Committee but that this process ensured that they could be sent in bulk, having already been counted.

444.
Public Question Time

None received.

445.
Police Report










PC Jo Arundel reported
that crimes in the past financial year across Honiton and the 23 surrounding parishes had totalled 963. In the town there had been 731 crimes in 2008/9 compared with 1029 crimes in 2007/8. This represented a 29% reduction, which was above the national average. 

PC Arundel also reported that the PACT priorities had now been revised and were :

a)
Speeding (particularly on specific roads)

b)
Increased police patrols

c)
Antisocial behaviour

The police had continued to operate the safe nights out at weekends.

446.
Mayor’s Announcements

The Mayor reported that she had attended the AONB meeting to find out more about the Make It Local campaign and funding. The Council would be looking into this further. She also reported that she and Cllr Foster had recently attended a meeting with students from the student council at Honiton Community College and consideration would be given as to the best way to follow this up.

Signed Chair
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447.
To receive, consider and confirm as a correct record the minutes of the Policy committee held on 27 April 2009 

The minutes having been circulated prior to the meeting were approved and signed as a true record.

The Clerk reported that she would be changing her working hours to four full days a week and, in the light of this, asked that consideration be given to an alternative of employing the new member of staff on 3 afternoons, using existing facilities. This was agreed.

448.
Correspondence received

Correspondence received 17 April to 5 May

Devon County Council

1.
Correspondence re increased funding for highway maintenance 2009/10 

East Devon District Council

2.
The Knowledge Issue 47

3.
The Knowledge Issue 48 including article on volunteer day at The Glen

4.
The Knowledge Issue 49 including article on Honiton Festival

Meetings

5.
Agenda and papers for Corporate Overview 23 April

6.
Agenda and papers for Executive Board 6 May

7.
Agenda and papers for Housing Review Board 30 April

Others

8.
Thank you letters re annual grants from :



Force Cancer Charity



Honiton 729 Club



Citizens Advice Service East Devon



Honiton Band



2nd Honiton Brownies

9.
Agenda and minutes Honiton District Carnival 31 May

10.
DAPC result of County Committee election

11.
Correspondence from Honiton Community College confirming their wish to have a meeting with the new principal and the Town Council in September

12.
JunkMail – Devon Community Recycling & Community Composting Network

13.
Government Opportunities April 2009-05-05 

14.
DIS Extra – NALC Issue 708 5 May. Includes details of national conference in September; higher grants for rural businesses; 

15.
DAPC Newsletter May June

16.
Clerks and Councils Direct May 2009 

17.
Local Councils Update Issue 115

18.
BBC Breathing Places Welcome Pack

Late Correspondence received 6 – 11 May

Devon County Council

a)
Devon Youth Service Annual Report

b)
In Touch May 2009

East Devon District Council

c)
The Knowledge 8 May 2009 including (i) Executive decision on Community Complex; (ii) Volunteer Day at The Glen; (iii) Thelma Hulbert Open Exhibition

d)
Papers and agenda for meeting of the Scrutiny Committee 13 May 2009 

e)
Notification of European Parliamentary and Devon County Council


elections 4 June

Other

f)
Letter of thanks for annual grant from Heathpark Homework Club

g)
Minutes of Honiton Twinning Association meetings 23 January and


27 March

h)
“Challenging the Cuts” Final Report from Devon and Torbay Post Office Task Force

i)
The Clerk May 2009

j)
Government Opportunities May 2009

449.
To sign Council policies

The Policy committee had recommended the following policies :

a)
Equalities Policy

b)
CCTv Policy

c)
Environmental Policy Statement

Signed Chair
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Cllr Whitlock proposed that these policies be approved and signed. This was seconded by Cllr Farnham and WAS RESOLVED.

450.
To approve a list of cheques issued in March 2009, at page 152, for £23069.55

The Clerk had circulated the list of cheques. Cllr Whitlock proposed that these be approved. This was seconded by Cllr Casson and WAS RESOLVED.

451.
Honiton Street Market

The Mayor outlined the various concerns that had been raised in meetings regarding the market. Following discussion it was agreed that the Council would arrange a meeting for Members and the wider public to discuss ideas relating to the market. The Clerk was instructed to arrange a date for the meeting. The risk assessment and constitution would be considered in the light of this meeting.

Members noted that the completed Assignment of the Right to hold a Street Market had been received from East Devon District Council.

452.
To discuss progress on the A35

Cllr Morgan reported that she had discussed progress with the Highways Agency, which was still looking at 5 options for the final draft. The funding had been found and the Highways Agency was hopeful that completion would be within the current financial year. However, if land acquisition were required, there could be a delay. The Agency had confirmed that the speed reduction for Kings Road was still being looked at. Cllr Morgan had asked again for the basis of the computer figures used re traffic flows. 

It was agreed that the Council needed a confirmation letter from the Highways Agency and the Clerk was instructed to follow this up.

453.
To discuss the management of the Millennium Green

Cllr Boom outlined recent discussions with the Trustees of the Millennium Green and proposed that a meeting be called between the Council and the Trustees to discuss options regarding the future management of the Green. The Clerk was instructed to arrange this meeting.

454.
To discuss progress on the Community Complex

Cllr Teare reported that the decision of East Devon District Council at its Executive Board had been :

a)
that the District Council sign a memorandum of understanding with the Town Council to confirm the nature of both Councils’ support to the complex and the working arrangements;

b)
that consultant quantity surveyors be appointed to advise the Council on the construction cost of the complex and to negotiate with architectural and construction companies on behalf of the Honiton Community Complex; 

c)
that subject to the content of the memorandum of understanding the Council appoint, as appropriate, consultants to take forward key stages of the project, such as setting up of governance arrangements, the details and costs of which shall be reported to the Executive Board and funded from the section 106 monies.

Cllr Ash reported that East Devon District Council had now made a comprehensive decision and had also confirmed revenue funding. It was agreed that now that the project was moving forward, there was a need to involve the public again.

455.
To discuss working towards Fairtrade status for the Town

Cllr Whitlock reported that a public meeting had recently been held, organised by students from Plymouth University. There were five goals to be met for a town to have Fairtrade status :

a)
A range of Fairtrade products available in retail outlets proportional to the town

b)
The support of local organisations of Fairtrade and the use of Fairtrade products

c)
A Fairtrade support group set up

d)
Media coverage

e)
The local council passes a resolution supporting Fairtrade and uses Fairtrade products

Cllr Whitlock proposed that the Council support the project and serve Fairtrade products wherever possible in the future. This was seconded by Cllr Teare and WAS RESOLVED.

456.
To receive reports from Working Groups

Cllr Boom – The Glen

Cllr Boom reported that students from Honiton Community College were continuing to work at The Glen and that members of the youth club were considering helping out again during the summer. The first volunteer

Signed Chair
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days of the year had happened. Cllr Boom expressed his concern about the state of the footpath and the 

Clerk confirmed that she had reported this to both Devon County Council and East Devon District Council. East Devon had replied but she would chase the officers at Devon about the situation. 

457.
To receive reports from Members with special responsibilities

Safety Partnership

Cllr Morgan reported that she had attended the annual meeting.

Roundball Wood

The Clerk reported that the Annual Meeting of Roundball Wood would be held on 20 May. She also reported that Mrs Liz Tirard was resigning as a Warden of the wood and she recommended that the Council appoint a total of 4 wardens for next year; this was agreed. Members also noted that the Clerk had arranged for the tree surgeon to carry out maintenance work in the wood.

Honiton Festival

Cllr Corke reported that he had recently attended a meeting of the Festival committee and that the mini festival had been successful.

Citizens Advice Bureau

Cllr Boom reported that additional funding had been allocated to East Devon and the Honiton bureau was now open for more hours.

Youth Council

Cllr Foster reported that he was organising an open evening for 15 May for young people interested in forming a youth council. All Councillors were welcome to attend. Members approved the purchase of refreshments for the evening. 

Footpaths

Cllr Coombs reported that three local footpaths were now closed on safety grounds. The Clerk confirmed that she was following this up with Devon County Council.

Cinema

Cllr Corke reported that he had been investigating the opening of a cinema for Honiton. The former cinema building had recently been sold and this was therefore not available. Cllr Ash confirmed that cinema facilities would be incorporated into the community complex.

458.  The Mayor closed the meeting at 9.00pm

Signed Chair







8 June 2009

Copies of this document are available in large print on request

