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Honiton Town Council

Minutes of the meeting of Honiton Town Council held at the Senior Citizens’ Centre, New Street, Honiton on Monday the Eleventh day of February 2008

Members present

	St Michael’s Ward
	St Paul’s Ward

	Cllr V C Whitlock   (Town Mayor)
	Cllr R E Coombs

	Cllr A Boom
	Cllr R A Farnham

	Cllr Mrs S A Casson
	Cllr J P Halse   ***

	Cllr P Fleming
	Cllr Mrs V A Howard

	Cllr R H Gaughan
	Cllr Mrs D Morgan

	Cllr M McGuire
	Cllr Mrs E M Tirard

	Cllr Mrs J F McNally
	Cllr C Tratt   ***

	Cllr J B Taylor
	


*** = Also District Councillor


The period of prayer before the meeting commenced was led by Rev Grant van Schalkwyk

 
153.  Apologies for absence.

Apologies for absence had been received from Cllr Holloway (A/L), Cllr Teare (Personal) & Cllr Ash (Personal)

154.  To receive and confirm as a correct record the minutes of the Council meeting held on 

         14th January 2008.

The minutes having been circulated prior to the meeting were approved and signed as a true record.

155.  Reports from County and District Councillors. 

Cllr Boote advised the meeting that the main topic of consideration at Devon County at the moment is the precept. The initial proposals are for a 3.3% increase although the extra money allotted by the Government may mean that the increase can be pegged to under 3% when it comes before the Scrutiny Committee.

In response to a question Cllr Boote advised he would support any improvement plans for the upgrade of the A35 (Kings Road) particularly now that the Government has cancelled the A358 improvements. He said that there were quite a few problems with roads in the County.

Cllr Halse advised that to overcome the road problems it will require a non‑political approach, or all party approach, and he felt this was vital for the Town.

The Regional Spatial Strategy will be published in August once the Government Minister has made up her mind. This will in all probability mean another new Town in East Devon of 6,000 houses and EDDC are unsure just what pressures this will cause for them and their staff.

Cllr Halse advised that he was away when the debate on Tesco’s relocation took place and he saw that as untimely, in the wrong place, and would damage the Town. He described it as a move too far and said they should reconsider their proposals in view of the public feelings against the proposals.

156.  Public question time 

None received


157.  Police report.

P. C. Atyeo advised there had been 70 recordable crimes since the last meeting against 107 twelve months ago. 

Burglary dwellings had been recorded as three. He advised that everyone should ensure his or her own house was secure as one had occurred whilst the house owner was in occupation. Another the burglar had gained entry via a dog flap and had stolen many sentimental items of jewellery. There had been eight arrests last Friday at the station following the report of an assault on the train. This matter was being dealt with by the Transport Police. Again it is a small minority of the population who offend.

158.  Declarations of interest in items on the agenda.

None made.

Signed Chair
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159.  Correspondence received 
Government

1.  Consultation document relating to the regulations governing the conduct of Local Authority Members in England.

Devon County Council 

2.  Consultation on the new procedures for the validation of planning applications comments to be received by 25th January 2008.

3.  In Touch  ‑  Unitary update from Phil Norrey – Chief Executive

East Devon District Council 

4.  Countryside Service events programme for 2008.

5.  EDDC Housing and Social Inclusion Service – Housing Charter

6.  Honiton Street Market Forum – Advice of meeting – 19th February at 2.15 p.m.

7.  Anti‑social behaviour powers under the Clean Neighbourhoods & Environment Act 2005 drawing attention to the powers EDDC are to adopt and secondly how best to tackle problems in this area.

8.  The Knowledge Issue 35, 36

9.  Development Control Committee Agenda for 12th February at 2.00 p.m.

10. Statement of Licensing Policy 2008 ‑ 2011

Others

11. DIS Extra no. 674   ‑ Includes confirmation that the section 137 power has been increased to £5.86 per elector which will appear on Policy Agenda

12. Public consultation on the proposed merger of East Devon College & North Devon College – Closing date is 7th March 2008.

13. Senior Council for Devon – Newsletter

14. EDVSA – Including volunteering opportunities in East Devon

15. Junk Mail – Recycling & Composting newsletter

16. List of schemes in the Regional Funding Allocation

17. A30/35 Update – From Connect Roads

18. Newsletter of the Allotment Regeneration Initiative

20. Inforegio news

All the above were noted.

Late Correspondence 4th to 11th February 2008.

Devon County Council 

a.    Notice of road closure – Queen Street no. 79 (Outside Public House) from Monday 31st March to Wednesday 2nd April 2008

b.     In Touch – Feb 2008‑ Includes an up‑date on the Unitary Status

East Devon District Council 

c.     The Knowledge Issue no. 37 – Includes details of the East Devon Local Development Framework

Others

d.     Honiton Local Action Group – Minutes of the meeting on 17th January

e.     Memorandum from the Company Secretary of the Tourist Information Centre advising the Articles of Association have been amended and the Town Council can nominate two Councillors to the position of Director.

f.     Inforegio panorama – includes the EU policy on gender mainstreaming

Item e above is to be referred to the Policy Committee all the other letters were noted.

160.  Mayor’s Announcements

The Mayor announced the arrival of our new Councillor Peter Fleming, who had been elected unopposed, and welcomed him to the Town Council. He wished him many years of service and enjoyment in the role.

Cllr Whitlock said there had been real appreciation for the way the Town Council had conducted the open meeting at the Mackarness Hall and the planning meeting to decide on the application will be held at the St Rita’s Centre on 19th February at 7.00 p.m.  

The Honiton Running Club are looking for volunteers to assist on “Fun Run” being held on 16th March.

The Mayor thanked John Spencer for his service as Town Clerk and presented him with a plaque which is to be exhibited on the wall of the dentists! He welcomed Lyn Hargood to the role. She has considerable experience which she brings to the position and he wished her well.

161.  To discuss the devolution of power for tree and advertisement applications from East Devon District Council to the Town Council following the grant of Quality Status.

It was proposed by Cllr Tirard and seconded by Cllr Casson that this be adopted. This was RESOLVED unanimously.

Signed Chair 
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162.  To receive the actual expenditure of the Town Council for the first nine months of the current financial year at page 48 for £83,233.13

This was duly approved.

163.  To discuss the recent developments in regard to the A35

Cllr Boote, County Councillor, will take this matter forward. The report from the Highways Agency is due in March 2008.

164.  To receive reports from the two Committees the first from “Street Cleanliness” and the second from the  “Housing Review”

Street Cleanliness

An initial meeting has been held and discussions are to be held with East Devon District Council. It is felt that people should take responsibility for their own actions and a campaign will be launched to alert residents. The Town Clerk was requested to write to the local branch of Tesco’s to ask that the area beside the recycling bins be cleaned.

Housing Review

The terms of reference having been circulated were proposed for acceptance by Cllr Boom. The motion was seconded by Cllr Tirard and duly RESOLVED.

165.  To discuss the future development of the Town Centre.
It is essential that the Town Council take part in the Local Development Framework taking on‑board the comments from the Town plan, MCTi plan, the Chamber of Commerce and the Development Trust. It was felt that the ideas should be formulated so that when the input is required it will be readily available. At the present time the Government have not indicated their requirements to EDDC although it is confidently anticipated that there will be an increased requirement for housing and also employment land. It was proposed that discussions commence with interested parties, working much closer with EDDC’s elected members, by Cllr Morgan. It was seconded by Cllr Casson and duly RESOLVED.

166.  Reports from Members with Special Responsibilities

Cllr Tirard – Roundball Wood

Cllr Tirard reported that the owner, Richard Marker, is very happy with the way Roundball is managed and very enthusiastic about its future.

Cllr Gaughan – Churchyard Management Committee

Cllr Gaughan reported there had not been a meeting for nine months and he is keen that the dignity and tranquillity is maintained in that area near St Michael’s Church.

Cllr Tirard – Honiton Festival

There is a lunchtime concert on 15th February and the main bi‑annual events will be held in May 2008.

Cllr Howard – Twinning

There will be a visit to Gronau on 27th  to 31st August and the Secretary of the Association should be contacted if any Councillors wish to attend.

Cllr McNally – Parish Lengthsman 

He will be visiting on 23rd to 29th February and Cllr McNally requested any work be advised to her as soon as it is known in the future so that it can be incorporated in the schedule.

Cllr Boom – Arts Talks

The first of the talks arranged is on Wednesday 13th February at the Library.

Cllr Boom – The Glen

Cllr Boom and the Council were commended on their success with their plans for the Glen and were awarded £150 by EDDC which will be added to the amount available to the Glen improvements.

Cllr Coombs – Riverside Walk

Cllr Coombs advised that the staff of EDDC had been very helpful, particularly Mark Pollard, and suggested that the Town Clerk write a letter accordingly. This was readily agreed.

167.  The Town Mayor closed the meeting at 8.10 p.m.

Signed Chair
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