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Honiton Town Council

Minutes of the meeting of Honiton Town Council held at the Senior Citizens’ Centre, New Street, Honiton on Monday the tenth day of December 2007 

Members present

	St Michael’s Ward
	St Paul’s Ward

	Cllr A Boom
	Cllr Miss V A Ash

	Cllr Mrs S A Casson
	Cllr R A Farnham

	Cllr R H Gaughan
	Cllr J P Halse

	Cllr Mrs J F McNally
	Cllr Ms S R Holloway

	Cllr J Taylor
	Cllr Mrs V A Howard

	Cllr M J Teare
	Cllr Mrs D Morgan

	
	Cllr Mrs E M Tirard

	
	Cllr C Tratt   (Deputy Town Mayor)


121. Apologies for absence

Apologies for absence had been received from Cllr Whitlock (sick), Cllr Coombs (sick) and Cllr McGuire (Personal)


The period of prayer before the meeting commenced was led by Rev. Peter Robinson
122. Address to the Town Council By N Tyson, Principal of Honiton Community College

Mr Tyson addressed the Town Council on the Specialist Status of the College in maths & science.

The College raised £50k and received a grant of £100k from the Government to enable a building to be constructed.  The efforts to achieve this status has meant that the students have more choice of career and opportunity by improving their personal development. They have been discussing these issues with local businesses and hope to increase the work placements this year. Additionally more input has been given to the primary schools which has had a beneficial effect for the College.

Mr Tyson was grateful to the Town Council for agreeing so readily to give a prize and certificate to 10 students per term. He also promised that there would be participation in the Local Democracy week next year. This is organised by East Devon District Council annually.

Mr Tyson’s visit was much appreciated by the Town Councillors.


123.     To receive and confirm as a correct record the minutes of the Council meeting held on 12th November 2007

The minutes were confirmed after a minor amendment. Cllr Farnham was not present at that meeting but stated he did not feel the comment about the disruption caused by the closure was correct. The meeting had been held which reduced the days of closure to two from five and in the event was opened within a day and a half. He referred to the lack of signage, which caused problems.

124.     Reports from County and District Councillors. 

Cllr Ash reported that the bid for Exeter to become a Unitary Authority had failed. The Boundary Commission has been asked to look at the structure of Local Government in the County in the next year.

East Devon District Council are hoping to improve their response times to members of the public and the public are asked to write to EDDC with comments.

Finally Cllr Ash thanked Cllr Boom for producing the leaflets and arranging the four talks on the subject of Honiton and the Arts.

Cllr Halse reported that the Government considered the area of Exeter was insufficient to qualify it for Unitary Status and was therefore unable to stand on it’s own even though it had been a city for 800 years.  EDDC had worked with Devon County Council  & Exeter City successfully for many years and the proposal will detract resources, both personnel and financial, from the business of running the District as well as causing uncertainty in the period of the review by the Boundary Commission.

125.     Public question time 

None received.


Signed Chair      



14th January 2008        

126.     Police report.

P C Atyeo reported a reduction of crimes to 82 from 109 in the same period last year. Two burglaries had similar modus operandi and P C Atyeo requested that if anything occurred of a suspicious nature then the Police should be contacted immediately.

127.     Declarations of interest in items on the agenda.

None declared.

128.     Town Clerk:‑ correspondence received.
Devon County Council 

1.  Devontalk – Winter 2007

2.  Letter from M Martyn confirming receipt of evidence for Clapper Bridge

3.  Waste strategy – Consultation on issues & options

East Devon District Council 

4.  Countryside Service – Annual Review includes details of the Tree Wardens Scheme.

5.  The Knowledge Issues 26, 27 & 28

6.  News round up – includes information regarding –Task & Finish Forum for availability of employment land; additional power & influence for Parish Councils initially those with Quality Status – expected to become law in Spring 2008.

7.  Letter from S Belli on the validation of planning & related documents – the deadline for comments is 10th January 2008.

Others

8.  Appeal from the Open Spaces Society for a donation to their registering new greens fund

9.  LCAS Bulletin – Information from the Local Council Advisory Service run by Zurich Insurance

10. Honiton Local Action Group Minutes of the meeting on 1st November

11. DISExtra – Issues 670 and 671

12. NALC – Governance & Accountability for Local Councils – A Guide

13. Rural Transport Partnership – Autumn Newsletter

14. Inforegio news no. 160

15. Scope – Advice of dates of street collections

16. DAPC – Introduction to planning course 29th January 2008 at Cardinal Newman House, Exeter. Cost £45 each

17. Blackdown Hills Parish Network – Minutes of the meeting held on 3rd Dec 2007.

All the above letters were noted.

Late Correspondence

Devon County Council

a. Message from Phil Norrey, Chief Executive Devon County Council, advising that the Government will not be proceeding with Exeter’s proposal to seek to become a Unitary Authority. CLG has asked the independent Boundary Commission to carry out a review of the Local Government arrangements in Devon.  Do we wish to be involved in this debate?

It was felt that we did wish to be involved in this debate and the Town Clerk to take forward.

East Devon District Council 

b. Agenda for the Liaison meeting of the Housing Review Board & the Tenant & Leaseholder Panel Agenda being held on 17th December.

c. The Knowledge Issue no. 29

Others

d. The Village Green – December 2007 – Interesting articles on Quality Councils, Training Strategy for Councils & Community Buildings.

e. Local Councils Update – Issue 98 covers the following topics:‑ Police Reform Act, new hosepipe rules, Designing green towns of the future, Serious Crime Act, The Queen’s Speech, governance & accountability.

f. To receive a letter of resignation from the Town Clerk.

He was thanked for his service.

All the above letters were noted except where annotated

Signed Chair                           


                            14th January 2008

129.     Mayor’s announcements.

Cllr Tratt had been standing in for the Town Mayor and he wished him a speedy recovery from his recent operation. He had attended the Honiton Band Carol Service and the turning on of the Christmas lights on the tree on his behalf. Cllr Tratt also said that there would be an election for the current Councillor vacancy.  He also confirmed that the Town Council had become a Quality Town Council.

130.     To approve the list of cheques issued in October 2007, at page 39, totalling £7,950.96

The list had been circulated and it was duly approved.

131.   To receive a report on the maintenance of Roundball Wood. 

The Town Council went out of session to hear the report from Mr Howe, one of the Roundball Wood Wardens.

He said that the wood had been set up some six years ago as a rough natural wood and is a very much an admired local amenity which maintains the “green” credentials of the Council. The estimates for the work involved are only rough estimates and more accurate assessments are being obtained. He did feel that the amount allocated in the precept should be increased next year.

The Wardens & Cllr Tirard were thanked for their commitment. Cllr Ash felt that there could be grants available and the Town Clerk is to make enquiries.

132.   To confirm the minutes of the Policy Committee meeting held on 26th November 2007

The minutes had been circulated and were approved and signed as a true and correct record.

133.  To confirm the Precept for 2008 / 2009 at £100,000 

A copy of the proposed precept is attached to these minutes and was duly approved.

134.   To decide on the working groups as discussed at the Policy Meeting

The following Councillors volunteered to take part in the working groups:‑

Street Cleanliness – Cllr Ash, Cllr Tirard, Cllr Casson & Cllr Taylor (Lead Councillor)

Housing – Cllr Farnham, Cllr Morgan, Cllr Boom, Cllr Teare & Cllr Holloway (Lead Councillor)

It was proposed by Cllr Holloway and seconded by Cllr Tirard that they meet to draft terms of reference and report back to the Town Council at a later date.

135.  Outside bodies

Cllr Farnham volunteered to take on the United Charities and the Allhallows Charities. Cllr Boom will take over at the Citizen’s Advice Bureau and Cllr Tratt will take over the Sports Advisory Committee.

136. Draft of the Honiton Twinning Association Constitution 

A draft of the Associations Constitution, having been circulated, was proposed by Cllr Howard & seconded by Cllr Holloway, and was duly approved.

137. Reports from Members with special responsibilities

Cllr Tirard – Festival

Cllr Tirard reminded Councillors that the Festival will be held again this year and their support will be very much appreciated. It exists to bring high quality live music and other artistic work to Honiton. The main venue is St Paul’s Church although other venues are used. The main fundraising is done by ticket sales and sponsorship together with a loyal group of friends

Cllr Howard – Twinning

Cllr Howard advised that the Twinning dinner will be held on 8th February 2008 at the Monkton House Hotel and details will be forwarded at a later date.

Cllr Boom – The Glen

Cllr Boom advised that the next meeting of the Glen Committee will be held here on the 30th January. The Committee had been pleased that 10% of the responses to the consultation had come from young people. The Scouts are making bat boxes for the Glen.  Training of volunteers is being looked at by East Devon District Council. 

138. The Deputy Town Mayor closed the meeting at 8.10 p.m. and wished everyone a Happy Christmas

Signed Chair                                                                                            14th January 2008

Copies of this document are available in large print on request

