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Honiton Town Council

Minutes of the meeting of the Honiton Town Council held at the Senior Citizens’ Centre, New Street, Honiton on Monday the tenth day of SEPTEMBER 2007 

Members present

	St Michael’s Ward
	St Paul’s Ward

	Cllr V C Whitlock  (Town Mayor)
	Cllr Miss V Ash   **

	Cllr A Boom
	Cllr R E Coombs

	Cllr M McGuire
	Cllr R A Farnham

	Cllr R H Gaughan
	Cllr J P Halse  **

	Cllr Mrs J F McNally
	Cllr Mrs V A Howard

	Cllr J B Taylor
	Cllr Mrs M D Morgan

	
	Cllr Mrs E M Tirard

	
	Cllr C Tratt   **


** = Also District Councillors

73.  Apologies for absence.

Apologies had been received and accepted from Cllr Hopkins (work), Cllr Holloway (personal) Cllr  Casson (holiday) & Cllr Teare (holiday). Together with apologies from County Cllr Nicholson & County Cllr Boote

Before the meeting commenced the period of prayer was led by Grant van Schalkwyk

74.  To confirm as a correct record the minutes of the Council meeting held on 

13th August 2007

These having been circulated were approved and signed as a correct record.

75.     Reports from County and District Councillors. 

Cllr Halse reported that East Devon District Council are prepared to listen to what people want to see in the area in the future through a visioning exercise, however, they will not be able to provide all that is required.

Cllr Ash reported that since the smoking ban in public places came into force the amount of cigarette ends on the pavement makes the Town look unsightly and it is up to the local licensed premises to provide cigarette‑end receptacles. It was felt the Town Council should write in appropriate circumstances to businesses to prevent this type of build‑up of litter. Cllr Coombs asked whether the flood assessments undertaken for Cranbrook have disclosed any problems.  Cllr Ash stated that at a recent presentation Col Drake asked EDDC to look again at the Cranbrook case as if the number of houses was doubled then there could be a flooding problem. The Clyst Valley has been notorious for flooding over the past years and it could affect the purchaser’s ability to have their properties insured. The Town Clerk was instructed to write accordingly. It was also felt that the plans for the new town were probably too far advanced to consider alternatives at this stage.

76.     Public question time

The meeting was suspended.

Mr R Buxton, Chair of the Development Trust, advised there had been a housing assessment undertaken for Exeter & Torbay. As a result over the next 5 years a further 900 houses will be needed in Honiton. Exeter will require 8,000 houses but that includes Cranbrook.

The meeting was then resumed.
Signed Chair 
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77.     Police report.

Darren England, CPSO, attended the meeting and advised there had been 78 recordable offences since our last meeting against 114 in the comparative period last year. He also reported that there had been a “safe night out” when alcohol had been seized and letters had been written to the parents of the under age drinkers which hopefully would have an effect.

The Councillors asked that their best wishes be sent to Ian Atyeo for a speedy recovery and they thanked Darren England for attending. 

78.     Declarations of interest in items on the agenda.

None declared.


79.     Correspondence received  from 13th August to 3rd September 2007.

Devon County Council 

a. A guide to Voluntary Transport Services

b. Advice that the painted lines at the Heathpark / Exeter Road junction are to be re‑painted. This is to be included on the TMAC agenda for their next meeting.

c. Up‑date on the “Foot & Mouth Disease” outbreak confirming there are no cases of the disease in Devon and the countryside is open and welcomes visitors.

East Devon District Council 

d. The Knowledge issue no’s  ‑ 13, 14 & 15 

e. Advice that the way empty properties are advertised will change from October. They have also requested we assist by placing adverts on our public notice boards.

f. Licensing Act – Statutory Consultation document which can be accessed at http:www.eastdevon.gov.uk/index/councilservices/licensing/licensingact2003.htm. The consultation period is until 9th November

g. Forward Plan to 31st December 2007.

h. Complaint response from EDDC about the noise emanating from the Carlton and advice that they are applying for an extension to their licence for taking drinks outside up to 3.30 a.m. It was agreed that the Town Clerk write to the Police and the Licensing Manager of EDDC to get our objections in front of the Committee.

Others

i. Business Information Point – Newsletter September 2007.

j. Fieldwork – Newsletter of the CPRE September 2007.

k. Agenda for the Street Market Forum 4th September – with minutes of the meeting for 26th June.

l. The Local Column – August newsletter

m. Economic Trends report August 2007.

n. European Union – Regional Policy Report on Economic & Social Cohesion.

o. East Devon Volunteer Support Agency – Advice of the AGM 26th September at 10.00 am at Elizabeth Hall Exmouth.

p. NHS Foundation Trust Membership – See leaflet enclosed.

q. DISExtra – Issue 664. 

r. Village Green – September 2007 – Quarterly news from the Community Council for Devon.
s. DAPC Annual Report

t. Letter from S W Water advising that the sewers in the High Street are “fit for purpose”. This follows a complaint from an elector after a remark made by a workman repairing the main.

u. Community Council of Devon Review 2006/7

v. Rural Transport Partnership Newsletter 2007. 

All the above were noted except where annotated 

Late Correspondence
Devon County Council 

1.  Letter advising the Town Council that they are responsible for the maintenance of six bus shelters in the Town namely :‑

Two in New Street, one on the A375, One in Marlpits Lane, Two in Weatherill Road. Additionally there will also be a liability to maintain the two new shelters being sited in Whitebridges. Work is needed urgently on some of the shelters. This is to be referred to the Policy Committee’s next meeting. 

2.  Letter from the Area Engineer East, advising that the Parish Lengthsman Scheme is being altered and requests for work must be directed to the EALSG to comply with Health & Safety regulations.

3. DevonTalk – Autumn 2007  ‑ Includes an article on the “new voice for older people”. Funding will be provided by the Government for this 2 year scheme and will not be a drain on the reserves / income of Devon County Council. 

Signed Chair
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East Devon District Council

4.  Advice of a drop‑in surgery being held here on 13th September from 10.00 to 11.30 for free advice on housing / council tax benefit or pension credit.

5.  Advice that the two Copper Castle gates are to be refurbished. It was hoped that the third gate would be incorporated into the scheme however it is felt that it would overbalance the existing gates and look wrong. Also the levels are not suitable. The gate is therefore to be transferred to the EDDC Depot.  The Town Clerk was instructed to write to EDDC as this was not raised at previous meetings with the Conservation Officer or the Highways Agency.

6.  Agenda for the Scrutiny Committee on 12th September at 6.30 p.m.

Others

7.  Letter requesting an independent verification form be completed following the work undertaken by the Community Punishment Orders. Please note that a fee of £10 per day is now charged.

8.  Local Councils Update September 2007.

9. The Clerk September 2007.

10.  Letter of invitation to Town Councillors to attend the Evangelical Congregational Church Anniversary on Sunday 18th November at 10.30 a.m. Please advise the Town Clerk if you are able to attend.

11. E‑mail from Western Power confirming the road closure of the Dowell Street junction for the week commencing 22nd October. The contact telephone number is 01392 352626.

12. E‑mail giving an up‑date on the unitary bid by Exeter City Council

13. DISextra – Issue 656

14. ED Volunteer Support Agency – Newsletter Aug / Sept 2007.

15. Newsletter of the CPRE Devon Branch – September 2007.

16. Honiton Local Action Group Agenda for 13th September and copy of the minutes of the meeting held on 19th July

All the above were noted except where annotated.

80.  Mayor’s announcements, for information only.

The Town Mayor had presented the prizes to the children at the Library which was a most enjoyable task. He recommended the Councillors to attend the Honiton Art Society Art show which was excellent. Forthcoming dates for your diary are 14th December Late Night shopping and 15th December Carnival Floats for the final judging. This has been hosted by Sidmouth in the past. Both of which are a good opportunity to promote the Town.

81.  To approve the list of cheques issued in July 2007, at page 24, totalling £17,157.67

The list of cheques having been circulated were approved and duly signed.

82.    An invitation has been received for two Councillors to attend the “Everyone’s Tomorrow” on Monday 1st October 

The Town Mayor & Town Clerk to attend.

83.    East Devon Renewable Energy Awareness Day

Cllr Gaughan was interested in attending and it was so approved at a cost of £8.00

84.     Invitation for one Councillor to attend the DAPC AGM & Seminar on Saturday 29th September.

It was agreed that Cllr Howard could attend at a cost of £15.00

85.    CCD Rural Communities Conference being held at Halberton on 17th October at 10.00 a.m.

No Councillors were interested in attending

86.    To nominate a Councillor to the Blackdown Hills Parish Network. 

The Town Clerk will attend the next meeting which will be held on 3rd December 

Signed Chair
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87.    To consider the proposals for the parking review in the Town.

The Town Mayor advised the Councillors that the folder had been prepared by the volunteer Councillors and he recommended that each Councillor look at the proposals.

It was also suggested that the Town Clerk approach Devon County Council to ensure that we can include residents parking in the proposals

88.    To discuss the closure of the junction of Dowell Street with the High Street.

It was felt that the implications for the Town would be far reaching and various suggestions were made to ease the problem. The Town Clerk is to write to see what can be achieved. 

89.    To discuss the comments received by the Town Council at the Honiton Show and to decide a priority for action to be taken. 

It was decided that these comments would be discussed  following the planning meeting on 18th September as there has been relatively little on the agenda for planning recently.

90.    To receive reports from Members with Special Responsibilities.

Cllr Tirard – Tourist Information Centre

Cllr Tirard advise that the TIC had had a very good summer with a steady trade and footfall.  The accommodation leaflet should be available in early November and there will be a display of items suitable for presents in December. The TIC is moving forward confidently and the Directors and Staff are grateful for the support of the Town Council.

Cllr Boom – Community Centre Project

Cllr Boom advised that there will be a presentation to businesses on 26th September at the Business Centre when the Architects are available. Commences at 12.00 to 14.00 hours.

Cllr McNally – Parish Lengthsman Scheme

Cllr McNally advised that she had been speaking to DCC and we will have to provide details of the work required one week in advance in accordance with the recent letter.

Cllr Howard – Twinning

Cllr Howard thanked all those who had attended the recent twinning dinner for the representatives of Gronau, it had proved to be most successful. The next meeting of the Twinning Committee will be held on 14th September.

Cllr Howard – Larger Councils Sub Committee

Cllr Howard attended the above committee and the speaker was Ian Sherriff of the Plymouth University who advised on the competencies and challenges for the Public Sector for 2015 and beyond for Councillors & Clerks.  

Cllr Coombs – Blackdown Hills Heritage Steering Group

Cllr Coombs advised the meeting that there has been a suggestion for a boundary walk of the AONB which could be organised this autumn / winter. He also advised that Denis Cooper had been giving talks at the Allhallows Museum on various walks around Honiton which were fascinating.

91.    The Chair closed the meeting at 8.40 p.m.

Signed Chair
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Copies of this document are available in large print on request

