PAGE  
53

Honiton Town Council

Minutes of the meeting of Honiton Town Council held at the Senior Citizens’ Centre, New Street, Honiton on Monday the Tenth day of March 2008

Members present

	St Michael’s Ward
	St Paul’s Ward

	Cllr V C Whitlock   (Town Mayor)
	Cllr Miss V Ash ***

	Cllr A Boom
	Cllr R E Coombs

	Cllr Mrs S A Casson
	Cllr R A Farnham

	Cllr P Fleming
	Cllr P Halse ***

	Cllr R H Gaughan
	Cllr Ms S R Holloway

	Cllr Mrs J F McNally
	Cllr Mrs M D Morgan

	Cllr J B Taylor
	Cllr Mrs E M Tirard

	Cllr M J Teare
	Cllr C T Tratt ***


*** = Also District Councillor


The period of prayer before the meeting commenced was led by Rev Allan Sheath

 
168.  Apologies for absence.

Apologies for absence had been received from Cllr Howard (Personal), Cllr McGuire (Personal)

169.  To receive and confirm as a correct record the minutes of the Council meeting held on 

11th February 2008.

The minutes having been circulated prior to the meeting were approved and signed as a true record.

170.  Reports from County and District Councillors. 

Cllr Boote advised the meeting that he wished to make a presentation to the HATOC Committee on the need for an A35 bypass, requesting that Devon County Council forward this matter to the Government. Cllrs Ash and Morgan queried whether traffic management measures could also be included but Cllr Boote advised that this would probably dilute the argument for a bypass and he wished to concentrate on this as a priority. The Town Clerk would arrange for a copy of the Town Council’s file on the A35 to be forwarded to Cllr Boote. 

Cllr Boote advised the meeting about the visit by the Boundary Commission as part of their submission to the Secretary of State re unitary authority/ies in Devon. The presentation of their report is due around Christmas and the recommendations should be made public at the end of the year. 

Cllr Ash advised the meeting of the serious consideration being given by East Devon District Council for the public to be able to speak at committee and Council meetings. Cllr Boom commented that the current public sessions at Town Council meetings were not well used and consideration should be given to opening up meetings to the public. It was agreed to raise this as an agenda item at a future meeting.

Cllr Halse updated the meeting on discussions taking place regarding the Local Development Framework. Priorities were the provision of low cost housing and the need to improve the East Devon economy. He confirmed that Honiton would not be overlooked and would be asked to make comment in due course. Cllr Ash requested an update on the proposed meeting with businesses in Honiton and Cllr Whitlock confirmed that dates for this were currently under consideration. Cllr Whitlock further advised that he was concerned about the out of date information regarding playing fields which appears in the LDF. Cllr Halse advised that he had been approached by the Development Trust and was arranging a meeting with East Devon District Council to discuss the way forward.

171.  Public question time 

None had been received.

Cllr Whitlock asked the council if they wished him to adjourn the meeting to hear a report regarding Honiton Hospital

Council agreed

Meeting adjourned

Signed Chair




              

12th April 2008.

Cllr Whitlock welcomed Mr Les Hickman, Hospital Manager East, and Ms Deidre Malloy, Consultant Nurse Specialist, who had asked to attend the meeting to update the Council on developments at Honiton Hospital. 

Mr Hickman reported that, following a review, a need had been identified to carry out an intense period of training for the ward staff who provide cover at night at Honiton’s MIU. This had necessitated the temporary closure of the MIU as Honiton is staffed differently to other hospitals and it had not been possible to train individually. He confirmed that training was nearing completion and a target date of 21 March was in place to re‑open the MIU, subject to discussions with Trade Unions. 

Cllr Whitlock queried press reports that the service at Honiton is constantly under review and asked for reassurance that there were no plans to reduce the service at the hospital. Mr Hickman confirmed that the Strategic Framework does require a review of all services but he was unaware of any planned changed for Honiton. 

Cllr Boom queried why this issue had not been referred to the Health and Care Team, attended by himself and Cllr Morgan. Mr Hickman explained that there had been a need for swift action and it had not been possible to wait for the next meeting of the Team. He also confirmed that the use of agency nurses to provide temporary cover had not been possible due to the difficulty in recruiting sufficiently skilled staff. 

In response to a question by Cllr Halse about the Council’s commitment to maintain a good, well‑staffed hospital at the heart of Honiton, Mr Hickman confirmed that the Devon Primary Care Trust were prioritising localising services rather than centralising and that the new renal unit at Honiton is a model of this. 

Cllr Tirard commented that the perception in the local press had been that Honiton would be losing its MIU and that this had added anxiety. Cllr Whitlock thanked Mr Hickman and Ms Malloy for their attendance and his appreciation of their good knowledge of the local situation, stating how much the local staff at the hospital are valued. 

Council meeting back into session


172.  Police report.

P. C. Atyeo advised there had been 72 recordable crimes since the last meeting against 81 twelve months ago. Again it is a small minority of the population who offend.

P.C. Atyeo outlined the new PACT (Partners and Communities Together) initiative. PACT boxes had been placed in prominent places around the town and people were being encouraged to complete a card highlighting their concerns. In addition an open surgery would be held on 12 March in Lace Walk to publicise the scheme. PACT input would be considered every 6 weeks and police would prioritise the 3 main problems for that period, in addition to their normal duties. To date 98 cards had been received, 28 of which had concerns regarding the police and 70 of which had concerns regarding the Council and miscellaneous issues. It was therefore vital that PACT was seen as a cross‑community initiative and in future Local Action Group meetings would intermingle with PACT meetings. 

Cllr Casson asked whether the introduction of PACT would mean police undertaking more paperwork rather than being on the streets. P.C. Atyeo reassured the Council that the analysis of PACT was being undertaken by a volunteer who would also work with the Force analysts on trends. A new section of the police website would enable people to access PACT online.

173.  Declarations of interest in items on the agenda.

Cllr Morgan – A35 discussion – Personal.

174.  Correspondence received 
Government

1.  
Letter from Angela Browning MP dated 19th February with copy of letter received from Devon County Council regarding Honiton Eastern bypass.

Devon County Council 

2.  
Information re DCC Listening Events being held during March in Halberton, Christow, Barnstaple, Okehampton.

East Devon District Council 

3.  
Meeting of Housing Review Board Thursday 6th March 

4.
Notification of dates of street collections during 2008.

5.
Meeting of Scrutiny Committee Wednesday 5th March plus addendum to item 8

6.
Meeting of Development Control Committee 11th March

Signed Chair




              

12th April 2008.

7.
Local Development Framework for comments by 14th March

8.
Celebration of achievements – summary of pledges received from local councils.

9.
Notification of nationwide free bus scheme for over 60s and disabled people.

10.
Local Government Reorganisation in Devon including conclusion in respect of the bid by Exeter City Council and detail of what the Boundary Committee are being asked to consider.

11.
Meeting of Executive Board 27th February.

12.
Minutes of special meeting of Executive Board held 13th February.

13.
Report on Service Plans, Revenue Estimates, Capital Programme and Council Tax.

14.
Meeting of Corporate Overview Committee including details of future plans for the Thelma Hulbert Gallery.

15.
Meeting of Honiton Street Market Advisory Forum 19th February.

16.
The Knowledge no 38 including (a) outline of car parking charges and (b) reference to hate crime in Honiton

17.
Notice of variation of charges – Parking Places Orders 2008. 

Others

18. 
Notification from Harris & Harris re proposed road closure (Waterleat Avenue) 23rd April to 16th May plus Town Clerk’s response.

19.
Annual Report 2007 from the Campaign to Protect Rural England – Devon Branch.

20.
Inforegio – European Union Regional Policy magazine.

21.
Correspondence from Honiton Twinning Association inviting Councillors to join in the visit to Gronau 27th – 31st August 2008. Names to Norah Smith.

22.
Open Space magazine.

23.
Working with the Regions – EU Regional Policy 2007‑2013.

24.
NALC’s Direct Information Service Issue 676.

25. 
Business2Business magazine. 

26.
Correspondence from SeeAbility regarding Pelican Crossing in Kings Road.

27. 
Correspondence from Highways Agency concerning A35 Honiton.

28.
Minutes of Honiton Twinning Association meeting 25th January.

29.
Local Councils Update Issue 99/100.

30.
The Clerk (SLCC) March 2008.
Cllr Whitlock queried why the Town Council had not been consulted on the increased car parking charges (Nos 16 & 17). Cllr Halse replied that it was not possible to consult with everyone affected and he felt that this year’s increase was reasonable and in line with the cost of living. In addition there had been some fine tuning, which had resulted in Dowell Street charges being reduced. A minimum charge of 50p had been introduced to reduce the congestion caused by very short term parking. Cllr Whitlock asked whether East Devon District Council would consider free parking days. Cllr Halse responded that he was not convinced of the logic of such action when the car parks were regularly full at such times. 

Cllr Coombs queried why the speed cushions put in along the remainder of Waterleat Avenue (No 18) as part of the original development were not included in the proposed works. The Town Clerk was instructed to write to follow this matter up.
All other correspondence above was noted.

Late correspondence 4th – 10th March 2008

Devon County Council 

a.
Correspondence from the Director of Environment, Economy & Culture re Wadmore Lane.

East Devon District Council

b.
The Knowledge issues 40 & 41

c.
Correspondence from the Head of Planning & Countryside Services regarding breach of planning control in Manor Crescent.

Other

d.
Notes from DPAC meeting with officers from Boundary Commission 6 March.

e.
DIS Extra Issue 677

f.
Letter from Chief Constable Devon & Cornwall Constabulary outlining progress.

g.
Letter from a resident regarding maintenance of hedgerows and the countryside.

h.
Local Councils Update Issue 101.

i.
European Union Inforegio No 24.

j.
Copy letter from a resident to EDDC regarding environmental health issues at West Country Laundry.

Signed Chair




              

12th April 2008.

Cllr Coombs expressed his concern about the letter from Devon County Council regarding Wadmore Lane (a) as there was a requirement for Devon County Council to make this available for public use even though there is no requirement for them to maintain the road. This was referred to the agenda for a General Purposes Committee.

All other correspondence above was noted.

175.  Mayor’s Announcements, for information only.

Cllr Whitlock reminded Councillors of the farewell dinner for John Spencer on Friday 14th March and asked everyone to inform the Town Clerk of their requirements as soon as possible.

The Sports Relief charity run would be leaving Clapper Lane at 10.30 on Sunday 16th March. The Mayor and Town Crier were taking part and other Councillors were welcome to join them.

The Annual Town Meeting would be taking place on Monday 17th March at 7.00.

A meeting with East Devon District Council to discuss nature reserves would be taking place on Tuesday 18th March at 6.00. This would be a closed meeting.

176.  To receive and confirm as a correct record the minutes of the Policy committee held on 25th February 2008.

The minutes having been circulated prior to the meeting were approved and signed by the Chair of Policy as a true record.

Cllr Halse & Cllr Ash left the meeting at this time 

177.  To receive the list of cheques in January 2008, for £14,631.19.

The list was signed as a true record.

Cllr Ash returned

178.  To receive a report and discuss the recent developments in regard to the A35.

The Town Clerk had circulated a report outlining recent developments. Cllr Morgan reminded the meeting of correspondence received on 26th March 2007 promising action. Cllr Tirard also expressed dissatisfaction with the illuminated speed limiter sign on Kings Road not being movement sensitive. The Town Clerk was instructed to write again to the Highways Agency to ensure the momentum on this subject was not lost.

Cllr Coombs expressed his concern about the safety of people living on the eastern side of Kings Road and Monkton Road and also on Battishorne Road and Old Elm Road due to excessive speeding. He felt that the provision of safety cameras for Honiton should be investigated, although he recognised the comments made by Cllr Boote about diluting the need for a bypass. It was agreed that the Town Clerk would follow this matter up and the A35 be placed on the agenda for the next Town Council meeting. 

179.  To receive a report on the proposed bench in Old Elm Road and to discuss the way forward.

The Town Clerk had circulated a report. Cllr Fleming reported on a visit he had made to the area to talk with residents. Cllr Teare stated that existing benches on the estate were not causing problems but there were real needs for the elderly residents to have a bench. Cllr Teare proposed that a bench be provided in Old Elm Road. The motion was seconded by Cllr Tirard and was RESOLVED.
180.  To receive a report on the provision and siting of dog bins
Following a meeting of the Policy Committee, the Town Clerk had prepared a report recommending the siting of three new dog bins. Cllr Teare proposed that three new dog bins be purchased and sited as recommended. The motion was seconded by Cllr Farnham and was RESOLVED.
It was agreed that consideration should be given to providing further bins in the future and this matter was referred back to the Policy Committee.

181.   To receive a report and to make a decision on the future printing and distribution of the Annual Report and Talk of the Town

The Town Clerk had circulated a report setting out the options available. Cllr Teare proposed that sufficient copies be printed for distribution at the Annual Town Meeting on 17th March and that at that meeting the public be consulted on which newspaper(s) should be used. This motion was seconded by Cllr Tirard and was RESOLVED.

Signed Chair




              

12th April 2008.

182.   To discuss the decision by Devon Primary Care Trust to close Honiton Hospital minor injuries unit overnight.

Following the earlier discussion (171) the Town Clerk was instructed to write to the Devon Primary Care Trust to express the Council’s concerns at the way in which the Communications Department had handled this event.

183.   To discuss the Town Council’s response to the East Devon District Council Local Development Framework.

Cllr Whitlock advised the meeting of the 14th March deadline for initial comments on the LDF. He and the Town Clerk had highlighted some issues and he asked for other Councillors to add their comments if they wished.

Cllrs Teare & Tirard left the meeting at this time 

184.   To discuss the pavements in King Street and Mill Street

Cllr Whitlock expressed his concerns about the pavements at King Street and Mill Street, which were too narrow for wheelchairs or buggies. Councillors reported on other areas of concern in the town and felt that these needed raising with the Highways Agency in terms of public safety. It was agreed to put this item on the agenda for the next Town Management Advisory Committee.

 185.   To appoint a new Town Council representative for the Allhallows Charity following Mr Joy’s retirement.

Any Councillors interested in this appointment should contact the Town Clerk.

186.   To confirm the Town Council’s representative Directors on the TIC as Mr Colin Wright and Cllr Tirard.

This was proposed by Cllr Casson, seconded by Cllr Holloway and duly RESOLVED.
187.   To confirm Cllr Fleming’s appointment to the Policy committee.

This was proposed by Cllr Tratt, seconded by Cllr Holloway and duly RESOLVED.
188.  Reports from Members with Special Responsibilities

Cllr Holloway – Housing Group

Cllr Holloway had circulated Terms of Reference for this group, which were accepted.

Cllr Boom – Arts Talks

Cllr Boom reported that the first event had been very successful and that Honiton & The Arts would be taking place on 12th March.

Cllr Coombs ‑ Footpaths

Cllr Coombs reported on a proposal for a crossing over the Gissage to fit into Footpath 22. It was agreed to put this on the agenda for the next General Purposes committee.

Cllr Casson – Hospital League of Friends

Cllr Casson announced that the Hospital League of Friends fete would be held on 7th June at St Paul’s due to ongoing building work at the hospital.
189. New Councils for Devon

Cllr Whitlock asked the meeting whether they wished to discuss this matter as an additional item as circulated. Cllr Ash advised that East Devon District Council were not asking for definitive views at this time and suggested that this could be moved to the next Town Council meeting. Cllr Whitlock advised members of the forthcoming meeting dates but advised that, as this had not yet been discussed at Council, any opinions expressed at this stage would have to be individual.

190.  The Town Mayor closed the meeting at 8.40 p.m.

Signed Chair




              

12th April 2008.

Copies of this document are available in large print on request

