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Honiton Town Council

Minutes of the  meeting of Honiton Town Council held at the Town Council offices, New Street, Honiton on Monday the Ninth of November 2009

Members Present

St Michael’s Ward



St Paul’s Ward

Cllr J J Ayres*




Cllr Miss V Ash*    ** (Mayor)

Cllr A B Boom*




Cllr J P Corke*

Cllr Mrs S A Casson*



Cllr R A Farnham

Cllr P J Fleming*



Cllr D Foster

Cllr M McGuire*




Cllr Mrs S Groves

Cllr M J Teare*




Cllr P Halse*  **

Cllr V C Whitlock*



Cllr Mrs M D Morgan*

Cllr V C Whitlock*





*
Trained in Power of Wellbeing

** 
Also District Councillor

In Attendance

Cllr P Diviani


Devon County Council

Cllr Mrs M Olive


East Devon District Council

The period of prayer before the meeting commenced was led by Revd Peter Robinson.

552.
To receive apologies for absence

Cllr Allen (P); Cllr Combs (P); Cllr Howard (P)

553.
To receive declarations of interest in items on the agenda

Cllr Groves - Membership of Policy committee; Improvements to Rail Services

554.
To receive and confirm as a correct record the minutes of the Council meeting held on 12 October 2009

Cllr Boom asked for an amendment under 545. Subject to this amendment, the minutes having been circulated prior to the meeting were approved and signed as a true record.

555.
To receive the police report

PC Atyeo submitted the crime figures for the past month which showed 74 recordable offences against 75 in the same period last year. This included 4 burglary in dwellings. He confirmed that there had been no major incidents at Halloween, Firework Night or the Carnival. The next event would be the Christmas Carnival on 5 December. 

PC Atyeo reported that Sgt Burrow had now been appointed to replace Sgt Gait and that PC Joanne Arundel had left Honiton to take up a post as Diversity Officer in Exeter; her job had been advertised and it was expected a replacement would be in post early in the new year. 

Cllr Corke thanked PC Atyeo for his prompt attention to the problems in Roman Way and asked for an update on the parking problem in Monkton Road near the Toyota garage. PC Atyeo confirmed that this had been checked and, as all the cars were fully taxed and road legal, there was nothing that could be done as they were not felt to be causing an obstruction.

Cllr Halse asked PC Atyeo to look into the situation of excessive speeds in Monkton Road near Langford Road.

Cllr Fleming asked PC Atyeo about the role of Street Pastors in Honiton. PC Atyeo explained that this involved people giving up time voluntarily to go to areas and offer assistance to young people where there were alcohol problems. An exploratory meeting to look into setting up a scheme in Honiton would be taking place on 25 November.

Cllr Whitlock asked whether there had been any progress on damage to cars in the Rosemount Lane area; PC Atyeo advised that no-one had yet been identified as causing the damage.
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556.
To receive reports from County and District Councillors

Cllr Diviani reported that he had attended a meeting in Exeter with the RDA, GOSW and DEFRA exploring what would be likely to happen at the time of any next Government. He advised that cuts of 20% were being looked at and that Devon County Council was not looking to reduce front line services but to streamline management. 

Cllr Diviani also reported that he was becoming involved in the issues of carbon reduction commitment, particularly with relation to schools. 

Cllr Diviani felt there had been a good presence at the recent Remembrance service. He advised that a meeting of Quality Parishes would be taking place on Tuesday 10 November and that the Leader of Devon County Council would be hosting an open meeting in Honiton on Thursday evening; Members were concerned about the lack of publicity that had been given regarding this event.

Cllr Foster asked Cllr Diviani and Cllr Olive to look into the proposed crossing over Battishorne Way to the new nature trail. He also asked Cllr Diviani to look into any reasons behind the drop in pupil numbers at Honiton Primary School.

Cllr Ash thanked Cllr Diviani for his intervention regarding Honiton Post Office; she advised Members that a meeting was being set up with the Town Council, Devon County Council, East Devon District Council and the Post Office to look into concerns raised.

Cllr Olive advised that the crossing over Battishorne Way had been included in the planning application by East Devon District Council but Devon County Council had advised they did not feel it was needed. She had approached Devon County Council to use some of the funding available as a result of a shortfall of spending by a previous County Councillor in St Michael’s ward to put this crossing in. 

Cllr Olive also reported that she was attending the meetings of the LDF Panel and that further consultation would be taking place.

Cllr Halse reported that he had also attended the LDF Panel on an occasional basis but had also had input in his Economy role. 

Cllr Halse also reported that the car parking review is ongoing and the free parking being offered is additional. Cllr Farnham asked how East Devon District Council could justify spending a large amount of money on Lace Walk car park which had resulted in failure. Cllr Halse stated that the District Council had sought to improve the situation and would welcome suggested improvements; he would set up a meeting with Cllr Farnham and District officers to discuss this further. Cllr Whitlock asked how the people of Honiton could be engaged in the review of car parking; it was agreed that they could write to the Clerk who would co-ordinate responses and pass them to East Devon District Council.

Cllr Ash reported that she had recently attended the Communities Overview meeting re the mental health review and had taken the opportunity to raise the issue of The Bungalow. Cllr Whitlock advised that the Chief Executive of the NHS Partnership Trust had offered to meet with East Devon District Council on this issue.

Cllrs Groves and Diviani left the meeting

557.
To receive input from students from Honiton Community College Executive Team about their role and responsibilities

3 students updated Members on the purpose and role of the HCC Executive Team, which aimed to allow a student voice at school and in the town. One girl and one boy member were elected on a year group basis. Achievements to date included greater involvement of the school in environmental issues; involvement in the interview for a new Headteacher; improvements and the introduction of more healthy food in the school canteen. 

Ways were discussed of how the Executive Team could be more involved in the Town Council and these included students sitting in on meetings; finding ways of feeding back information to all the students in the 
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school; meeting with Councillors in school; advising the Town Council of ways to improve the town for young people. In particular the students stated that there was a need for more places to go in the town, such as a cinema and theatre. Cllr Teare asked whether they would be willing to be involved in the consultation on the new community centre and this was welcomed. 

The Clerk and Deputy Head would follow up this initial contact.

558.
To receive input from Mr Alan Rowe re The Baton project

Cllr Ash advised that Mr Rowe had been unable to attend due to family sickness and that the Clerk would re-arrange this agenda item for a future meeting. She further advised that she, the Deputy Mayor and the Clerk had had an initial meeting with Mr Rowe on this project.

559.
Public Question Time

None received

560.
Mayor’s Announcements

The Mayor thanked all Members who had attended the recent Remembrance service; she felt it had been particularly heartening to see so many young people at the event. The Mayor had also attended the Honiton Carnival at the end of October, which had been very successful.

The Mayor thanked her Deputy, Cllr Peter Fleming, for his ongoing support and his willingness to attend events on her behalf on a number of occasions. Cllr Fleming reported that he had recently attended the British Legion Service of Remembrance and Band Concert on behalf of the Council.

561.
Correspondence

Correspondence received from 12 October to 28 October 2009

Government

1.
Correspondence from Angela Browning MP re HTC concerns on Post Office

Devon County Council

2.
Correspondence from Waste, Engineering & Transport Services re SW Love Food Hate Waste 
campaign

East Devon District Council

3.
The Knowledge Issue 22

4.
The Knowledge Issue 23 including article on Honiton Festival

Meetings

5.
Agenda and Papers for Service Delivery and Performance Overview and Scrutiny Committee 21 
October

6.
Agenda and Papers for Communities Overview and Scrutiny Committee 28 October

Others

7.
The Playing Field Autumn 2009

8.
Agenda and Minutes for DAPC Larger Councils Sub-Committee meeting 22 October

9.
Open Space Autumn 2009

10.
Correspondence and leaflet re SW Lifelong Learning Network’s research on sustainable 
communities

11.
NALC E-bulletin 23 October

12.
Consultation documentation on South Western Ambulance Service becoming an NHS Foundation 
Trust

13.
Economic Trends report October 2009

14.
Thank you letters re notification of grants from Vitalise; Honiton Camera Club; Honiton Community 
College PSFA; Victim Support; Honiton Library Advice & Information Centre

The Clerk drew Members’ attention to the letter from the MP (item 1) stating that she had followed up the Town Council’s concerns on the local Post Office by writing to the Chief Executive.

Late Correspondence 29 October – 9 November 2009
Devon County Council

a)  
Invitation to meet the Leader of Devon County Council – 12 November from 6.30pm, Town Council 
Offices
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East Devon District Council

b)  
Agenda and papers for Executive Board 4 November 2009 and for Development Management 
Committee 17 November (including planning application for Slades)

c)  
The Knowledge 30 October and 6 November 2009 (including article on Thelma Hulbert Gallery)

Others

d)  
DAPC Newsletter Nov/Dec 09 

e)   
Local Councils Update November 2009 including article on Government actions to protect traditional 
street markets

f)   
Empowering Communities in Devon – a follow up conference from July – 25 November, the Kenn 
Centre

g)  
Northcote Lane Area Residents Association – minutes of meeting held on 29 October 2009

h) 
Notification of meeting 25 November to discuss the issue of Street Pastors in Honiton

i)  
Correspondence from a resident concerning the use of land at Streamers Meadows

The Clerk drew Members’ attention to the Development Management Committee meeting (item b) and advised that the background papers on the proposed Slades development were available in the office.

562.
To receive, consider and confirm as a correct record the minutes of the Town Management Advisory Group meeting held on 26 October 2009

The Chair of TMAC advised that she felt good progress was now being made on a number of matters under consideration. The minutes having been circulated prior to the meeting were approved and signed by the Chair of the TMAC.

563.
To review progress on The Bungalow

A response from Mr Rom to questions raised at the previous Town Council meeting had been tabled. Members expressed a range of concerns and agreed that this issue needed raising on every available occasion. 

A group representing the Senior Council, GPs and former staff had recently met with the Chief Executive of the Partnership Trust; this meeting had been a direct result of the high profile achieved on this matter. Mr Tulley had apologised for the lack of consultation on The Bungalow and informed the group that The Bungalow would be re-opening as an acute unit in the spring of 2010. He had outlined the national dementia strategy, which would lead to 3 main hospitals at Torbay, Exeter and Barnstaple, with the remainder of the care being in the community. Concern had been expressed about no alternative being in place in Honiton at the present time before the re-opening of The Bungalow. A press statement outlining the situation had been promised by the Partnership Trust but this had not been forthcoming to date. 

Members discussed the effect of the closure of The Bungalow on carers and also on local hospitals. Cllr Boom reported that he had contacted the Care Quality Commission regarding the problems and was also working with the media. 

It was agreed that the Town Council would hold an additional meeting specifically to meet with the Mr Iain Tulley and Dr David Summerfield and that this would be opened to interested members of the public. The Clerk was instructed to organise a suitable date.

563.
To agree ways in which to celebrate St George’s day in 2010

It was agreed to refer this to the Marketing working group

564.
To confirm Cllr Groves’ appointment to the Policy committee

THE COUNCIL RESOLVED to appoint Cllr Groves to the Policy committee.
565.
To appoint a new Town Council representative on the Millennium Green 

The Mayor advised that Cllr Boom had resigned as the Town Council representative on the Millennium Green and she thanked him for all his work in this capacity. THE COUNCIL RESOLVED to appoint Mrs Liz Tirard to be its representative and the Clerk was instructed to inform the Trust.

Signed Chair







14 December 2009

198

566.
To discuss possible improvements to Honiton’s rail service

A letter from Cllr Whitlock, in his capacity as prospective Parliamentary candidate, had been tabled. Following discussion THE COUNCIL RESOLVED to write to Network Rail welcoming the latest developments but to continue to lobby for the provision of a second loop in the rail track to enable a half hourly train service. The Clerk was instructed to contact neighbouring towns and parishes to ascertain levels of support.

567.
To receive reports from Members with Special Responsibilities

Cllr Fleming - Footpaths

Cllr Fleming reported that he had almost completed the annual check of the town’s footpaths.

Cllr Corke - Honiton Festival

Cllr Corke reported that a meeting would shortly be held to discuss the details of the Mayor’s involvement in the Festival event planned for 26 March.

Cllr Teare - Community Complex

Cllr Teare reported that the sub-committee meetings were proving to be very useful; the full working group would be meeting at the beginning of December to finalise a report back to the next Town Council meeting.

Cllr Whitlock - Chamber of Commerce

Cllr Whitlock reported that the Chamber was becoming much more active including a members’ lunch and additional meetings. The Chamber had contributed with the Town Council towards the cost of marketing postcards.

Cllr McGuire - Allotments

Cllr McGuire reported that a meeting had been held with the Allotment Association; this had been very constructive. In response to a question the Clerk confirmed that the Town Council would soon be moving to a planning application. 

Cllr Farnham - Recycling

Cllr Farnham reported that he had started to look into the details of the new EDDC service which would be available in Honiton in 2010.

Cllr Boom - The Glen

Cllr Boom reported that EDDC had agreed to help with the next volunteer day; dates of all volunteer days had been circulated. In addition agreement had been reached with EDDC to use the new funding to create new plantation areas.

568.
Close of Meeting

The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.55pm

Signed Chair
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