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Honiton Town Council

Minutes of the meeting of Honiton Town Council held at the Senior Citizens’ Centre, New Street, Honiton on the ninth day of JULY 2007 

Present

	St Michael’s Ward
	St Paul’s Ward

	Cllr V C Whitlock  (Town Mayor)
	Cllr Miss V Ash **

	Cllr Mrs S A Casson
	Cllr R E Coombs

	Cllr R H Gaughan
	Cllr R A Farnham

	Cllr M McGuire
	Cllr Mrs M D Morgan

	Cllr Mrs J F McNally
	Cllr Mrs E M Tirard

	Cllr J B Taylor
	Cllr C Tratt **

	Cllr  M J Teare
	


**  Also District Councillors


Before the meeting commenced the period of prayer was led by Rev. P Robinson.

38. Apologies for absence.

Apologies had been received and accepted from Cllr Howard (personal), Cllr Boom (Holiday), Cllr Holloway (Sick), Cllr Hopkins (Work), Cllr Halse (Personal), Cllr Nicholson (Other meeting) & Cllr Boote (Work).

39. To confirm as a correct record the minutes of the Council meeting held on 

11th June 2007

These having been circulated were approved and signed as a true record.

40. Reports from County and District Councillors. 

District Councillor Ash reported that East Devon District Council have been working hard to involve more in the community. This was similar to the item on the Town Council agenda last month and it was felt that liaison with Peter Jeffs would be beneficial in  this respect.

41. Public question time.

No questions received.


42. Police report.

P C Atyeo advised the number of recordable crimes in this last period was 88 against 104 in the same period last year. He also advised that there had been 4 burglaries two of which were entry by deception; one even impersonated a police officer! The message was to be extremely careful to lock doors and to check identification.  There had been a case of arson. It was perpetrated against a vehicle owned by Peter Betteridge.

Recently the Police had run “a safe night out” which was aimed at young people. There had however been some criminal damage in the area. It was recommended that if anyone saw an incident they should dial 999 and make notes about the offence, they should not put themselves at risk. Criminal damage was the most common offence throughout East Devon and even so it was one of the most safe places to live in the country.

43. Declarations of interest in items on the agenda.

None declared.


44. Correspondence received.
Government

1. DTI‑ Holiday entitlements are to increase to 4.8 weeks p.a. with effect from 1st October and 5.6 weeks p.a. w.e.f. 1st April 2008. This applies to all occupations. From a practical point of view if a holiday season commences on 1st April it will mean two additional days in that 6 month period.

Devon County Council 

2. P3 Summer Events dates – 18th July at Newton Poppleford for East Devon. Also requesting ideas and topics for inclusion for the Christmas Workshops.

East Devon District Council 

3. The Knowledge Issue nos. 4, 5 & 6

Others

4. The Local Column Newsletter Issue 27.

5. DAPC ‑ Advice of the County Committee

6. Police Authority Liaison Meeting 3rd July at Clyst Vale Community College at 7.30 p.m.

7. Letter of complaint from Pilgrim Antiques re the street market. This has been forwarded to Nigel Harrison at EDDC for action.

8. The Open Spaces Society – Report and Accounts for 2006. Also looking for a volunteer to act as Treasurer. N.B. A Financial Administrator is employed so it would be 4 meetings per annum.

9. Regen SW e‑bulletin

10. Local Councils Update – Lyons report in brief

11. East & Mid Devon Community Safety Partnership Annual Report 2006/7

12. Honiton Local Action Group – Minutes of the meeting 7th June 2007.

13. DISExtra – Issues 659 & 660 There is a call to the new Prime Minister to empower England’s cities and towns. For details see:‑

www.corecities.com/coreDEV/Summit2007/Corecities2007.html
14. Advice of road closure on 2nd September. New Street from Summerland to Junction of Church Hill – renewing a hydrant.

15. IDeA – Bulletin

16. Community Council of Devon – Developing & Living in a Sustainable Rural Community – Outline brief. 

17. Devon Countryside Access Forum Annual Report 2006/7

18. Connect A30 /A35 Report on project road performance ‑ April 2007

19. DAPC Newsletter July / Aug 2007.

20. Advice that the minimum wage is to rise to £5.52 w.e.f 1st October 2007.

All the above were noted.

Late Correspondence 2nd to 9th July 2007.

Others

a. NHS Trust & Devon County Council – advice on consultation for the improvement to services – e‑mail d‑pc.strategicreview@nhs.net
write to :‑ Strategic Review Programme Office, Dean Clarke House, Exeter EX1 1PQ

or telephone  0845 155 1012 with your response.

b. Countryside Voice – Summer 2007 – CPRE Magazine

c. Clerks & Councils Direct ‑ July 2007

d. The Clerk  ‑ July 2007 Magazine of the SLCC.

e. Minutes of the NLRA half yearly meeting.

f. Highways Agency – A30 Three lane carriageway – advice that it does not warrant any amendments to the layout.

g. LCR – Journal of the NALC July 2007.

h. Standards Board Bulletin no.34. – July 2007.

All the above were noted.


45. Mayor’s announcements, for information only.

The Town Mayor advised that anyone wishing to receive their agendas etc via e‑mail should advise the Town Clerk of the e‑mail address they wish to use. He would also like support for the Civic Service being held on 29th July and invitations were in the course of being sent out.

46. To approve the list of cheques issued in MAY 2007, at page13, totalling £5,135.54 

The list of cheques, having been circulated, were approved and signed as a correct record.

47. To receive and confirm the minutes of the Policy Committee held on 25th June 2007.

The minutes had been circulated, were approved and signed as a correct record.

48. To approve use of the “Town Crest” in the Market 750 Celebrations.

It was approved that the Town Mayor be given discretion for the use of the “Town Crest” in these celebrations.

49. To confirm the members wishing to attend the Development Control Briefing at EDDC which has been provisionally booked for Tuesday 18th September commencing at 6.00 p.m. 

This was duly noted and further details will be provided nearer the date.

50. To receive and confirm the minutes of the meeting of the Town Management Advisory Committee held on 18th June 2007.

The minutes having been circulated were approved and signed as a correct record.

It was noted that the parking review will be completed by three Councillors. A report will be prepared and discussed in “Part 2” at some future meeting. Councillors were reminded that the folder was available in the office for their inspection.

51. To discuss the road safety improvements on the A35

Cllr Morgan reminded Councillors that a pedestrian crossing was promised in the current financial year and articulated lorries have been negotiating around the “wrong side” of the bollards at the junction of Kings Road / Monkton Road and therefore it was a most dangerous manoeuvre. Although the £10,000 is held by East Devon District Council they will not pay the money over until the work commences. It was agreed that the Town Clerk should write to the Highways Agency to express concern about the timescale.

52. To confirm the Market 750 Celebrations and the Civic Service.    

Details of the events arranged have been handed out and there is a growing excitement in the Town for the events.

53. To receive reports from Members with Special Responsibilities.

Cllr Tirard – Roundball Wood

Cllr Tirard reported that there are two areas needing attention and urgent repairs had been completed. Steps are also needed from the kissing gate to the path inside the hedge and quotations have been requested for the work. The Wardens are grateful for sharing the EDDC expertise in particular Kate Tobin for her enthusiastic support.

New Permissive Path signs have been installed and more are required for those in the wood. It is felt that the wood is a significant resource for the Town and we must take care of it for future generations.

Cllr McNally – Parish Lengthsman 

Cllr McNally requested any Councillor with suggestions for work for the Parish Lengthsman to get in touch with her.

Cllr Tirard – Senior Council

There had been a mixed feeling about the meetings held. Firstly it was felt that it would replicate other agencies’ work and secondly that the age span was too wide. Older people have more time and do not have the same problems of those still in employment. The system had however worked in other parts of the country and there was no reason it would not work in Devon. It was also felt that it should not become another layer of bureaucracy.  After a discussion it was decided that Peter Fletcher’s invitation to attend a future meeting would be accepted.

Cllr Coombs – Footpath Co‑ordinator

Cllr Coombs highlighted the difficulties of footpath 22 which has had to be closed as the step down was unsafe. It needs to be upgraded and re‑instated on the definitive map.

Cllr Ash – The Glen

Cllr Ash reported, in the absence of Cllr Boom, that the recent meeting had been successful and Cllr Boom was to be congratulated in obtaining a second grant of £9,100 and this had now been paid.

54. The Town Mayor closed the meeting at 8.00 p.m.

Copies of this document are available in large print on request

Signed Chair

13th August 2007


