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Honiton Town Council

Minutes of the meeting of Honiton Town Council held at the Senior Citizens’ Centre, New Street, Honiton on Monday the Ninth day of February 2009.

Members present

	St Michael’s Ward
	St Paul’s Ward

	Cllr A Boom
	Cllr Miss V Ash *** (Acting Chairman)

	Cllr P J Fleming
	Cllr R E Coombs

	Cllr M McGuire
	Cllr P J Corke

	Cllr J B Taylor
	Cllr R A Farnham

	Cllr M J Teare
	Cllr Mrs V A Howard

	Cllr V C Whitlock
	Cllr Mrs M D Morgan


*** = Also District Councillor

The period of prayer before the meeting commenced was led by Revd Karen Spray.


371.    To accept apologies for absence

Cllr Casson (P), Cllr Holloway (P)

Cllr Ash also informed Members of the resignation of Cllrs Gaughan and McNally, which had been advised to the Clerk that day. On behalf of the Council she asked the Clerk to write to both Councillors to thank them for all the work they had done whilst in office and to express regret at their decision. The Council would need to review the responsibilities currently held by these two Councillors and the Clerk would prepare a report for the next agenda.

372.
To receive declarations of interest in items on the agenda

Cllr Howard – A35 (item 16)

Cllr Morgan – A35 (item 16)

Cllr Ash also advised that the Clerk had declared a prejudicial interest in the Mackarness Hall (item 13) and this would be further considered when the item was discussed.

373.
To receive and confirm as a correct record the minutes of the Council meeting held on 

12 January 2009.

The minutes having been circulated prior to the meeting were approved and signed as a true record.

374.  
To receive reports from County and District Councillors

Apologies had been received from both Cllrs Boote and Nicholson.

Cllr Ash reported that the Local Government Review had been postponed and the Secretary of State was now asking for recommendations from the Boundary Committee by 15 July 2009. The CEO of East Devon District Council had advised that any implementation was now likely to be in April 2011. Cllr Whitlock queried the reported figures of £100,000 ‑ £250,000 being spent on the Appeal by East Devon District Council and Cllr Ash advised that her understanding was that the District Council intended to continue with their action.

Cllr Boom proposed that the District Council be asked to carry out the recommendations regarding the Chapel Street development to create a new town square and open space. This was seconded by Cllr Whitlock and WAS RESOLVED. Cllr Coombs expressed the opinion that the District Council would advise that any development was subject to agreement of individual property owners and it was therefore agreed also to include this development in the LDF recommendations.

Cllr Whitlock queried the pending Aldi application which had been recommended for approval by Devon County Council with a provision that the Highways Agency work be completed within 10 years. He felt that this was a major point of concern and this was confirmed by other Members. Cllr Ash reported that she would be attending the debate at East Devon District Council and making use of the public question time to advise of the Town Council’s concerns. However she understood that the period of time had been inaccurately recorded and should be 5 years as opposed to 10 years. 

375.
Public Question Time

The Clerk reported that no questions had been received.
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376.  
To receive the Police Report

PC Atyeo submitted the crime figures for the past month which showed a reduction of 52 recordable offences against 94 in the same period last year. 

PC Atyeo reported that recent weather conditions had been a major problem and had led to road closures in places with some rivers having breached their banks. 

In answer to a question from Cllr Whitlock, PC Atyeo advised that many of the crime figures were subject to ongoing enquiries and it would therefore be difficult to report on judicial outcomes. He advised that all figures were however now available on the police website. 

The police had been involved in local PACT surgeries and had handed out approximately 500 cards in recent weeks. 

377.
Co‑option of a New Councillor

Cllr Ash advised that there were two applicants for the position of Councillor to fill the vacancy left by the death of Cllr Tratt. Appropriate notices had been posted and there had been no request from the public to hold an election. The Council would therefore co‑opt from the two candidates. 

Mr Duncan Finlayson and Mr David Foster gave presentations to Members and answered questions and a ballot was taken. Mr Foster balloted 9 votes, Mr Finlayson balloted 2 votes and there was one spoiled paper. Mr Foster was therefore co‑opted as Councillor. 

Cllr Ash thanked both candidates for their interest in the Council.
378.
Correspondence received

Government

1.  Copy letter for our information from Ben Bradshaw MP to Dr B Ottaway concerning the pedestrian crossing at Kings Road/Monkton Road

Devon County Council

2. Definitive Map Modification Order 2009 – Footpath No 6, Honiton

3. Commons Act 2006:  Section 15 – Application for the registration of land as a town or village green – the field at Honiton Bottom Road near the Gissage

East Devon District Council

4.  Notice of Election and Statement of Persons Nominated received for  St Michaels Ward of East Devon District Council

5.  The Knowledge Issue 35 – 23rd January 2009

6.  The Knowledge Issue 36 – 30th January 2009

7.  Letter from Cllr Miss S Randall Johnson noting our request for direct help and support of the Council and request to work in partnership with them.

8.  Countryside Events programme 2009

Meetings

9.   Agenda and papers for Executive Board Wednesday 4th February

10.  Agenda and papers for Development Control Committee Tuesday 10th February – including the Aldi Stores Ltd decision (approved)

11.  Agenda and papers of the Scrutiny Committee Wednesday 21st January

12.  Agenda and papers for the Housing Review Board Wednesday 28th January

13.  Agenda and papers for the Scrutiny and Corporate Overview Committee Thursday 29th January

Others

14.  Letter from Lesley Smith MBE re Royal Garden Party – 7th July 2009 – the Council is invited to nominate individuals to attend

15.  E-mail from Cara Stobart re DAPC training courses

16.  NALC legal briefing – The Parish Councils (Power to promote well-being) (Prescribed conditions) Order 2008 – briefings to be held in March

17.  Letter from Pecorama – they would like to promote their attraction via a professional street entertainer in the town, and the handing out of leaflets.  Request for permission to do this.

18.  E-mail from Peter Naylor, Editor of Market Trade News – offer to publish a feature in one of their forthcoming issues on Honiton Market.

19. E-mail from Cllr Ash advising of a meeting that she has organised concerning how the Town Council can become more involved in the work of the AONB – Monday 16th February, 7.00 pm, Council chamber

20.  E-mail from Nick Randle, Chief Executive of the Society of Local Council Clerks advising of the death of former SLCC President John Crompton
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21.  DIS Issue 700 – 12th January 2009

22.  DIS Issue 701 – 26th January 2009

23.  IDEA Knowledge – 27th January 2009

24.  Letter from the Highways Agency re A30/35 Exeter to Bere Regis DBFO- Honiton Highway Improvements, noting our preferred option is full signalisation of  Monkton/Kings Road.  They have  instructed their consultants to undertake further works to establish the scale of impact this would have on the local roads, to help them make a decision on whether or not this would go ahead.  There are a number of comments under safety measures which they would like to discuss – a meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, 10th February 14.30 – 16.00 at Ash House, Sowton Industrial Estate, to update the Town Council on the progression of the proposed scheme.

25.  East and Mid Devon Community Safety Partnership – Terms of Reference of Local Action Groups  - comments to be sent to Gerry Moore

26.  VIVA – East Devon Volunteer Support Agency newsletter January 2009 

27.  Letter from Honiton Methodist Church establishing dates and conditions for the use of the Senior Citizens Centre while refurbishment of the church is taking place.

28.  DAPC – Casual Vacancies on DACP County Committee – nominations invited

29.  E-Mail from Richard Howe re Roundball Wood hedgelaying press release

30.  The Insolvency Service News – Issue 7

31.  Letter from the Chairman of the Honiton Millennium Green expressing astonishment and disappointment at the funds allocated to them for the forthcoming year.

32.  Letter from Axminster Town Council expressing vigorous support for the bus service to Exeter.

33.  Letter from Everys, Solicitors re The Mullins Trust -  the trustees are once again getting ready to consider further applications for grants.

34.  Copy Letter from Mr K Sherman concerning Dog Control Orders in Honiton.

35.  Letter from R Hobday concerning Dog Control Orders in Honiton

36.  Letter from Alan Jameson concerning the Kings Road/Monkton Road junction

37.  Copy letter from Mrs E Tirard and M Robinson concerning the Kings Road/Monkton Road junction

38.  Letter from MR M Ennever concerning taxi rank spaces in the High Street  

In response to a query from Cllr Whitlock, the Clerk confirmed she would be circulating details of the training courses from DAPC (1) and particularly drew Members’ attention to the Power of Wellbeing on which training would need to be undertaken by the Clerk and all Members.

Cllr Teare queried the correspondence regarding Kings Road and Monkton Road (24, 36, 37 plus late correspondence j) and the Clerk confirmed that these would be referred to during the meeting with the Highways Agency the following day.

Cllr Coombs queried the Definitive Map Modification Order (2). He advised Members that the office had already contacted Devon County Council regarding the precedent set by a similar situation in Salcombe where the decision had been taken to put a path on the Highways Register. This meant that future maintenance would be the responsibility of the local service group, whereas its designation as a footpath would mean that the maintenance would be the responsibility of the Town Council. He proposed that the correspondence be chased while the consultation period was in place. This was seconded by Cllr Ash and WAS RESOLVED.

Cllr Howard proposed that the Mayoress be asked whether she wished to be nominated as an attendee at the Queens’ Garden Party (14) and, if not, that one of the Assistant Clerks be asked. This was seconded by Cllr Whitlock and WAS RESOLVED.

Cllr Coombs referred to the letter from the Millennium Green Trust (31) and the Clerk confirmed that she had arranged a meeting to discuss this.

Members discussed the request from Pecorama (17) and agreed to this request.

Cllr Coombs proposed that Cllr Howard be nominated to serve on the DAPC County Committee (28). This was seconded by Cllr Ash and WAS RESOLVED.
Late correspondence  

Devon County Council

a.
Emergency Planning Survey Reminder 4.2.09

East Devon District Council

b.
Agenda and papers Scrutiny Committee meeting 11 February @ 6.30pm

c.
Publication of Verification Number

d.
Note from Communications and Engagement Support Officer re car parking revenue in Honiton

Signed Chair
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e.
Note re request from Honiton Swimming Club to offer car washing service in Lace Walk car park to raise funds and asking whether the Town Council has any initial objections

Other

f.
Marks & Spencer re closure of Honiton store

g.
Advertising opportunity in Devon County Show programme

h.
Local Councils Update Issue 111/112 January/February 2009 

i.
Advice from Twinning Association re visit to Mezidon‑Canon 9‑10 May

j.
Letter from resident re pedestrian crossings on A35

k.
Membership renewal CPRE

l.
DAPC Larger Councils Sub Committee agenda 12 February

m.
Devon Link – Gypsy and Traveller Awareness Training

n.
Asbestos survey report on Town Council building

o.
Letter from resident re parking at Marlpits Road/Crosscut Way

The Clerk drew Members’ attention to the requirement to advise Devon County Council re the Town Council’s emergency planning (a). Cllr Teare advised that guidelines had been drawn up in the past but these would now need to be reviewed. It was agreed to pass this to the Policy committee for discussion.

Cllr Whitlock asked for a copy of the response re car parking (d) to be passed to the Chamber of Commerce. Cllr Teare felt that there was an urgent need to discuss this with the District Council in view of the economic downturn. Cllr Ash advised that a meeting had been sought and she was awaiting proposed dates. She also felt that an update meeting with the Chamber would be useful. Cllr Morgan queried the new charges at Honiton hospital which were particularly impacting part time staff. Cllr Ash advised that her understanding was that charges had been introduced to counter current abuse of the free parking.

The Clerk drew Members’ attention to the request from Honiton Swimming Club (e) and no objections were raised.

The Clerk drew Members’ attention to the letter from Marks & Spencer (f) confirming closure of the Honiton store. Cllr Coombs queried the Town Council representation at the recent meeting and Cllr Ash confirmed that she had attended as Acting Chairman and that she had not been in a position to invite other Members. She would discuss the outcomes with the Clerk and bring forward appropriate issues to the Council.

Cllr Boom asked for details of the resident’s letter (o) and it was agreed to refer the matter to the Town Management Advisory Committee.

379.
Acting Chairman’s Announcements

Cllr Ash welcomed the Clerk back from her leave and thanked the Assistant Clerks for all their hard work during her absence. Members appreciated the way the Assistant Clerks had worked together to ensure everything was covered despite the inclement weather.

Cllr Ash advised that the Mayoress had formally opened Perfect Pittas and would be opening the new Renal Unit in March.

Cllr Ash advised that she had received many complaints regarding the state of the pavements in the town centre during the recent bad weather. The Clerk was instructed to write to Devon County Council to ask for their policy under these circumstances. 

380.
To approve a list of cheques issued in December 2008, at page 128, for £21750.73

The Clerk had circulated the list of cheques. Cllr Whitlock proposed that these be approved. This was seconded by Cllr McGuire and WAS RESOLVED.

381.
To receive the actual income and expenditure of the Town Council for the first nine months of the current financial year at page 129 with expenditure (less VAT) totalling £68810.73 from Precept, £655 from Grants Received and £30510.41 from Reserves

Members noted the income and expenditure which had been previously circulated.

382.
To review and confirm the Council’s submission to East Devon District Council regarding Local Development Framework Issues and Options

Cllr Teare outlined the work which had been done by a group of Councillors and referred Members to the draft which had been previously circulated. Following discussion Cllr Teare proposed that the following issues be included under “Any Other Issues”

Signed Chair







9 March 2009

Environmental improvements in the town

Reference to previous documents

Western and eastern bypasses and other traffic issues

Shopping centre, especially the independent retail sector

This was seconded by Cllr Howard and WAS RESOLVED.

383.
To discuss the disability facilities at the Mackarness Hall

Cllr Ash advised that the Clerk had declared a prejudicial interest in this item with regard to her trusteeship of St Paul’s Church, which owns the hall. She advised that the Council could ask the Clerk to withdraw or could ask her to remain to take notes but take no part in the discussion. It was agreed that the Clerk should remain. 

Cllr Whitlock advised that this item had been raised by the Senior Council following complaints regarding the suitability of the toilet provision and other health and safety issues. He had been advised by East Devon District Council, who lease the building, that a full disabled access audit had been carried out but that where buildings were of limited future use to the Council steps would not be taken. 

Members discussed the anomaly of the District Council not complying with legislation which they impose on others and Cllr Whitlock proposed that the Town Council request the District Council to take action to make the Mackarness Hall fit for purpose and to fulfil current legislation. This was seconded by Cllr Howard and WAS RESOLVED.
384.
To discuss the Council’s transfer of assets from East Devon District Council with regard to flower beds 
The Clerk reported that she had, as requested, asked for further breakdown and information from East Devon District Council but this had not been forthcoming. She reminded Members that the District Council was now only able to offer two flower beds as an asset transfer and she recommended that this now be turned down. Cllr Whitlock proposed that the Town Council take no further action regarding the transfer of the flower beds from East Devon District Council. This was seconded by Cllr Fleming and WAS RESOLVED.

385.  
To recommend to EDDC a priority for S106 monies for play
Cllr Ash advised that this had been put on the agenda by mistake and was to be discussed at the Policy meeting on 23 February.

386.  To review progress on the A35, including the public response to the proposed junction improvements at Kings Road/Monkton Road

Cllr Morgan reported that many members of the public had reviewed the plans and had sent in letters concerning this issue. She thanked the press for their coverage, encouraging residents to participate in this exercise. She advised that she and the Clerk would be meeting with the Highways Agency and its contractors the following day and that she would raise the issues arising from residents. She stressed that it was important that the best option for Honiton was achieved. Cllr Coombs stressed that the option for a bus stop must be retained.

387.
To consider EDDC’s proposed Dog Control Orders in Honiton

Cllr Ash reminded Members that this matter had been discussed by the Planning Committee in July 2008 and recommendations sent to East Devon District Council. The dog control orders were now out for consultation and had resulted in some correspondence from residents, particularly concerning the ban on dogs at Allhallows and the dogs on leads order for The Glen.

Members discussed fully the rationale behind their original thinking, taking into account the needs of the sports pitches at Allhallows and the hidden spaces at The Glen. Cllr Coombs reminded Members that there were plenty of opportunities for dog walking in the town and that the Town Council had been responsible for saving a number of these. It was agreed to maintain the status quo with regard to the Council’s recommendations and Cllr Teare recommended that an information leaflet be developed for dog walkers.

388. 
To receive reports from the Council’s working groups

Street Market Advisory Group

The Clerk advised that notes of the recent meeting had been circulated for information.

Signed Chair
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389.  To receive reports from Members with Special Responsibilities

Roundball Wood

Cllr Ash welcomed Mrs Liz Tirard in her capacity as a Warden for Roundball Wood. Mrs Tirard advised that the Friends and Volunteers for the wood had now grown to 19. A hedge‑laying day had taken place and a considerable length of the northern boundary bank was now laid as the beginnings of a traditional hedgebank. A training day had also been booked to learn more about coppicing. 

Work was progressing to fulfil the requirements of the substantial grant awarded by the AONB Sustainable Development Fund. In addition surveys were ongoing into flora, fauna and birds in the wood and it was hoped to start a systematic survey of the trees and other woody plants. Public safety inspections were being carried out and a written report given to the Clerk every three months. 

A section of fence was being replace to stop cattle getting into the wood and a footpath was being cleared. Bat and bird boxes were also under construction. 

Cllr Ash thanked Mrs Tirard and the other wardens and volunteers for all their hard work.

Cllr Coombs outlined the Breathing Places scheme which could apply to the wood. Cllr Ash advised that she understood that the office had already made an enquiry regarding this.

Allotments

The Clerk reported that the residents’ application for Honiton Bottom Road to be made a Town Green had been dismissed by Devon County Council. She was therefore going ahead with instructing the surveyor to carry out the survey and prepare the planning application, at a cost of approximately £3,000 as agreed. She was also in touch with the Honiton Allotments Association who would shortly be holding a meeting and were requesting some start up funding. Members agreed to provide this funding.

Cllr Boom asked that consideration be given to putting a pond in at the bottom of Honiton Bottom field as part of the planning application. 

390.  The Acting Chairman closed the meeting at 9.45pm

Signed Chair
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