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Honiton Town Council

Minutes of the meeting of Honiton Town Council held at the Senior Citizens’ Centre, New Street, Honiton on Monday the Sixth day of April 2009.

Members present

	St Michael’s Ward
	St Paul’s Ward

	Cllr A Boom
	Cllr Miss V Ash *** (Acting Chairman)

	Cllr P J Fleming
	Cllr R E Coombs

	Cllr M J Teare
	Cllr P J Corke

	Cllr V C Whitlock
	Cllr R A Farnham

	
	Cllr P Halse ***

	
	Cllr Ms S R Holloway

	
	Cllr Mrs V A Howard

	
	Cllr Mrs M D Morgan


*** = Also District Councillor

The period of prayer before the meeting commenced was led by Revd Peter Robinson.


413.    
To accept apologies for absence

Cllr Casson (P), Cllr Foster (P), Cllr McGuire (A/L).

414.
To receive declarations of interest in items on the agenda

Cllr Howard – A35 (item 17 and correspondence item 14); Honiton Community College (correspondence item 15)

Cllr Morgan – A35 (item 17)

Cllr Farnham – Dog Orders (item 15)

Cllr Boom – Dog Orders (item 15)

Cllr Holloway – Facebook (item 12)

Cllr Whitlock – Facebook (item 12)

415.
To receive and confirm as a correct record the minutes of the Council meeting held on 

9 March 2009.

The minutes having been circulated prior to the meeting were approved and signed as a true record.

416.  
To receive reports from County and District Councillors

Cllr Boote reported on the matter raised at the previous meeting regarding Waterleat Avenue. The old type of speed humps had been removed from the adopted part of the road as they had caused an accident. They would be replaced under the next budgetary session with legal, modern speed bumps. These would continue to allow vehicles to pass through the middle as this was a Government requirement for emergency vehicles. The unadopted part of the road remained the responsibility of the developer. He confirmed that there had been no need to inform residents or the Town Council due to the urgency of the situation. In reply to a further question from Cllr Coombs, Cllr Boote advised that any preferred options of the Town Council as to replacement speed restrictions should be passed through the County Council HATOC committee.

Cllr Boote also reported on the matter raised at the previous meeting regarding the Local Transport Plan. He advised that although the County Council had its own travel plan officer the main issues on co‑ordination with parishes were dealt with by the District.

Cllr Halse asked Cllr Boote whether there would soon be any progress on the Honiton parking plan which had been produced some time ago. Cllr Boote confirmed that no progress would be made until after the election and Cllr Farnham advised that he had recently been informed that no funding was available.

Cllr Boom advised that there was major damage on the footpath in the upper part of The Glen and that, in discussion with officers at the County Council, he had been advised that a temporary repair would be carried out. He expressed concern about this and about an area on the lower footpath which could become blocked because of a backslip. Cllr Boote advised that it was possible for the Town Council to carry out this work in the way that it wished (subject to agreement by the County Council) and charge the work to the precept.

Cllr Olive reported that she had attended East Devon meetings as an observer but would not be on any committees until the next appointments were made in May.
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Cllr Halse reported that the District Council was currently considering how to manage all its services without making cuts in the light of the frozen budget.

Cllr Ash reported that the Leader of East Devon District Council had set up a “Service Transformation Group” and she had been appointed the independent representative.

Cllr Farnham asked Cllr Halse what progress was being made regarding further transfers of assets to the Town Council. Cllr Halse felt that it was unlikely that further transfers would be made but Cllr Ash advised that Cllr Moulding of the District Council had informed her that assets would be looked at again once the boundary change decision had been made. She reminded Members that the Town Council had already submitted its preferred options for transfer of assets and that this was still with the District Council.

Cllr Holloway queried how the District Council was measuring the impact of the current recession and what help/support it was giving to businesses, especially via its website. Cllr Halse reported that discussions were currently taking place although this was mainly a County Council function. He promised to look into the situation with the website and would report back further at the next meeting.

Cllr Coombs reported that County Council officers at the recent TMAC meeting had reported that the Battishorne no 2 cycle way had been completed, but this had still not been done. He would have liked to check this with Cllr Nicholson, who had been at the TMAC meeting, but he was unfortunately not at the Town Council meeting. The Clerk was instructed to check for accuracy and follow up this matter.

Cllr Coombs noted that the increased kerbside collection was being piloted in East Devon but queried why tetra packs and cardboard were not being included. Cllr Ash reported that much consideration had been given to the new contract, weighing up the costs against the items to be dealt with. She would update her information and report back to the next meeting.

417.  
Public Question Time

a)
Ms Ursula Squire updated Members on the formation of the Honiton Canine Friendship Group. The group had held its inaugural meeting in March at which 75 residents had attended. She outlined the work already being done by members of the group with regard to clearing up areas not only of dog faeces but also of litter and dangerous items. The group was offering to mount an organised policing of the Glen, and Allhallows Field, as a pilot scheme to pave the way for other schemes to follow.

Cllr Ash thanks Ms Squire for her input and welcomed the positive attitude of the group. This item would be considered in more depth under agenda item 15.

b)
Mr Mike Allen asked a series of questions relating to the proposed allotments at Honiton Bottom Road.

1.
Since there are now 2 alternatives offered by East Devon District Council as opposed to Echo field at the angle of Honiton Bottom Road and Battishorne Way; and other alternatives proposed by members of the general public such as land at The Cedars, also to the south of Honiton Bottom Road and further areas opposite Tesco, will the Town Council evaluate these sites before deciding on the plans for Echo Field?

East Devon District Council has not offered 2 alternative sites. It has mentioned the possibility that they may be available as a subject of ongoing negotiations. The Town Council has made it clear that should one or both of these sites become available in the future it would be interested in them for allotments to be able to meet the need of the 122 people on the waiting list, which would not be met entirely by any of the sites, including Honiton Bottom Road. All other sites proposed have been evaluated by the Town Council and found not to be suitable or not to be available.

2.
 How many of the current Town Councillors have been elected through votes by the General Public since 2003?

All except Cllr Foster

3.
 Why has the Town Council not considered the intended Nature Park south of Battishorne Lane to be better sited in Echo field?

The Nature Park is an EDDC project not HTC.

4.
What initial cost and what total cost over the first five years will be incurred by the Town of Honiton in developing allotments in Echo Field at the angle of Honiton Bottom Road and Battishorne Way and what will be the recurrent maintenance cost including staff time?

The Town Council has £10,000 in reserves to establish the allotments and has precepted £1000 for ongoing costs. All other expenditure will be raised via grants which have been identified.
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5.
How has the Honiton Town Council consulted on their plans to develop green space in Honiton according to the Public Health Act 1875; the open spaces Act 1906 ss 9 and 10; the Local Government Acts 1972 and 2000; and the Local Government (Parish and Parish Councils) regulations 1999 No 545

Via the media and also specific consultations through the Council newsletter, Talk of the Town, and at Honiton Show.

6.
How has the Honiton Town Council consulted on their plans to develop allotments in Echo field since January 2007 and have they complied with all their duties to ensure all types of green space are available equitably?

A consultation took place at Honiton Show in 2007 which built on previous consultation via Talk of the Town newsletter in August 2006. Equitable provision of green space is a duty of East Devon not HTC

7.
Has Honiton Town Council consulted with County Council Highways, with police and with the Environment Agency with regard to their intentions for allotments on Echo field and will Council make public the responses which have been made from all consultees?

The Town Council has not formally consulted with any of these bodies to date and this will be done via the planning application. As part of the planning process, all consultee comments will be public.

8.
Is it correct that Paul Kibble, who the council has appointed Chair of the Allotments Committee, has asked for all available sites for his allotments because Echo Field is to small for his members’ requirements?

Paul Kiddle has not been appointed by the Council – he has been elected from the membership of the Allotment Associated formed under its own constitution on 17 September 2008. At a meeting with EDDC on 31 March 3 options were discussed, 2 of which will not be available for some time.  It was also agreed that provision was needed in town to enable certain residents to be able to access their allotment (as all allotments have to be reasonably accessible to users). Mr Kiddle made the point that further allotments would be needed in addition to Honiton Bottom Road to met current demand – this has always been accepted by the Town Council but land availability has been an issue.

9.
To what extent does the Council’s duty to provide allotments override the Council’s duty to provide a comprehensive range of sites for green space for all types of use by residents enshrined in legislation?

The Town Council has a power to provide and maintain public open spaces, pleasure grounds and public walks. However, in this area the duty to provide a comprehensive range of sites for green space lies with East Devon District Council. However, the Town Council has over the past few years worked with the District Council on the regeneration of The Glen and, having acquired the lease, has greatly improved the facilities at Roundball Wood. It is not intended that the allotments at Honiton Bottom Road will take up all the field, leaving green space for non‑allotmenteers.
c)
Mr Alan Kimbell asked a series of questions relating to the proposed allotments at Honiton Bottom Road.

1.
Why has the council not taken any notice of the hundreds of residents who wish to keep the field north of Battishorne Way as a Town Green and site the allotments at one of the several other sites that have been suggested?

The Council has taken notice of the residents but also has to take notice of the residents who do want allotments. All other sites suggested have been investigated and have been found to be unsuitable or unavailable.

2.
Could each of the councillors please make clear how they individually justify the decision to go ahead with putting allotments on a field that is already so well used by so very many of the community?

It is not for councillors to make personal justifications. The Council acts as a body corporate and makes decisions on that basis. However, all Council meetings are open to the public and anyone is welcome to come and listen to any discussion which would give an insight into individual views.

3.
Why do councillors feel that it is justified to take the most usable part of this field for allotments and leave other users with the muddiest part that is also most prone to flooding?

This is the part of the field identified as most suitable for allotments by East Devon District Council. In addition it was felt that other users would want access to the river.

4.
Children already use the wooded area for play on both sides of the river north of Battishorne Road. Why has this area not been considered for development as a nature reserve? The cost of a road crossing would not then have been necessary, so freeing that funding for other uses.

The nature reserve is an East Devon project and not a Town Council project

5.
How many road accidents involving pedestrians have there been in Battishorne Way adjacent to the bridge crossing the Gissage?

We have been unable to find this information since receiving these questions this morning. We will however look into this and report back.
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6.
What alternative plans are the Council making in case this field is successfully registered as a Town Green?

As no other sites have been identified as suitable, no allotments would be built in the town until possible future sites become available which are currently subject to negotiation by EDDC.

7.
A press announcement suggested that the Council was ready to start work on setting out these allotments by last month. Where then are the plans for the laying out of these facilities? Why is the Town Clerk unable to be clear about where the parking the vehicle access will be sited?

Any press announcement of this nature was wrong. Plans are in the process of being drawn up but have been delayed by the actions regarding the possible registration of a Town Green. The Town Clerk is not being unclear – it is simply that final decisions about parking and access will be developed during the drawing up of the plans. It is intended that parking will be minimal.

8.
Why have no clear plans for the allotments been provided in reply to my recent application under FOI?

As above, plans are currently being drawn up and will come before the Council for their agreement before being submitted for planning permission. Therefore currently no plans exist – and are being delayed due to current action.

9.
Will the Council now release those plans under FOI?

As above, no plans currently exist but are currently being drawn up
418.
To receive the Police Report

PC Atyeo submitted the crime figures for the past month which showed a decrease of 68 offences committed compared with 81 in the same period last year. He highlighted two recent serious cases currently being investigated. He confirmed that the neighbourhood team was currently working every weekend with high visibility to combat antisocial behaviour. 

PC Atyeo commented on a recent letter from a resident to the local press and outlined the current procedure with regard to penalty notices. He confirmed that if 2 penalty notices were given within a set time, no more could be given and the offender had to be charged and go to court. He stressed that justice had to be seen to be fair and had to be dealt with in the way laid down by Government.

Cllr Whitlock said that it was encouraging to note that crime figures were down all over Devon and Cornwall but that the fear of crime was very real. He asked what steps people could take to feel safe. PC Atyeo stressed that serious crime in the area was very rare and recommended that if people were driving alone in remote areas, they called in incidents to the police rather than trying to deal with them themselves. 

Cllr Whitlock raised the issue of recent damage at The Glen and asked what police presence was available in this area. PC Atyeo confirmed that The Glen was patrolled regularly but he stressed the importance of residents in all areas being vigilant and ringing in concerns to the police.

Cllr Halse queried reports of trouble at Customs House in the early hours of the morning. PC Atyeo confirmed that the police were aware of the problem and this was linked to ongoing enquiries.

419.
Correspondence received

Correspondence received 10‑30 March 2009

East Devon District Council

1.
Correspondence from Head of Planning & Countryside Services re Land at East View, in response to enquiry from Town Council 

2.
Report on Honiton Walkabout 27 March

3.
Copy of correspondence from Chief Executive re EDDC Appeal challenge on boundary change issues

4.
Council News Round‑up February/March 2009 

5.
The Knowledge 13 March, 20 March, 27 March

Meetings

6.
Forward Plan to 31 July 2009 

7.
Notice of Special Meeting of Corporate Overview Committee 2 April

8.
Agenda and papers for Corporate Overview Committee 26 March

9.
Agenda and papers for Executive Board 1 April

10.
Agenda and papers for Development Control Committee 7 April

Others

11.
Correspondence from resident re CCTv plus Town Council response

12.
Correspondence with the Highways Agency re A35 safety measures

13.
Correspondence from resident re allotments plus Town Council response

14.
Correspondence from resident re A35 plus Town Council response
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15.
Correspondence from Honiton Community College re appointment of new principal

16.
Correspondence from Age Concern concerning proposed use of Senior Citizens Centre

17.
Honiton Community College Newsletter April 2009 

18.
East Devon CVS Newsletter March 2009 

19.
CPRE Newsletter March 2009 

20.
Local Councils Update March 2009 

21.
Senior Council for Devon Newsletter March 2009 

22.
Countryside Voice – CPRE – Spring 2009 

The Clerk highlighted the correspondence from the Highways Agency (item 12) and that the plans for the A35 had gone to final design. The Highways Agency had also kept the Town Council informed of its plans regarding Turks Head and this would be discussed at the planning committee the following day.

The Clerk drew attention to the correspondence from Age Concern (item 16) in which they indicated that they would like to take up the offer of accommodation for their computer classes at the Town Council premises. The Clerk was instructed to continue negotiations with Age Concern so that this could be achieved.

Cllr Ash drew attention to item 15 re the appointment of a new principal at Honiton Community College and it was agreed that a letter of welcome be sent together with a request for an early meeting to discuss ongoing collaboration.

Cllr Boom advised that he had spoken with East Devon District Council following the letter regarding East View (item 1) and that he felt the Council should propose compulsory purchase of this site. It was agreed that this item needed to be looked at in full and should be discussed at the next available planning committee meeting. 

Late correspondence 31 March – 6 April 2009

Devon County Council

a)
Correspondence from Chief Executive re Boundary Committee further consultation

East Devon District Council

b)
Correspondence from Chief Executive re Boundary Committee further consultation

c)
News release re Boundary Committee further consultation

d)
The Knowledge 3 April 2009 

e)
Papers and agenda for meeting of the Scrutiny Committee 8 April 2009 

f)
Papers and agenda for meeting of the Council 15 April 2009 

Other

g)
Correspondence from resident concerning traffic calming in Waterleat Avenue

h)
Copy correspondence from resident concerning structural reviews of Devon, Norfolk and Suffolk : further draft proposals

i)
Letter of thanks from Senior Citizens Centre re Town Council grant

j)
Local Councils Update April 2009

Cllr Howard queried the changes to the boundary change consultation. Cllr Ash outlined the minor changes and also reported that the CEO of East Devon District Council had advised that the status quo also remained an option. It was agreed to put this item on the Policy committee agenda for further discussion.

420.
Acting Chairman’s Announcements

Cllr Ash reported that she had attended the plaque unveiling to Joseph Locke. 

Cllr Ash and the Clerk had also attended a meeting at Honiton Primary School to discuss their plans for an all weather pitch and this had resulted in a follow up meeting in May.

Cllr Ash had visited the Business Link display in the town centre and the Clerk had then attended a subsequent meeting with Business Link and East Devon District Council to discuss how businesses could be supported in the town.

Cllr Ash drew Members’ attention to Tony Woodman’s many years service as a reporter in Honiton and suggested that Mr Woodman be invited to the Annual Town Council meeting in May so that the Council could thank him for his service over the years. This was agreed.

Cllr Ash thanked all Members for their attendance and input into the recent visioning meeting, which would now be discussed further at Policy.
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421.
To approve a list of cheques issued in February 2009, at page 142, for £12839.63

The Clerk had circulated the list of cheques. Cllr Whitlock proposed that these be approved. This was seconded by Cllr Holloway and WAS RESOLVED.

422.
To approve the document to formally assign the right to hold the Street Market

The Clerk advised that East Devon District Council had forwarded the final agreement regarding the assigning of the street market to the Town Council. Cllr Holloway proposed that this be signed by the Clerk on behalf of the Council. This was seconded by Cllr Whitlock and WAS RESOLVED.
423.
To consider the following planning application – 09/0611/FUL

Cllr Teare reported that this planning application was being considered at Town Council due to the necessity to report back to East Devon District Council by the morning of 7 April, the short notice being due to funding considerations.

09/0611/FUL – East Devon District Council – Open space south of Battishorne Way

Change of use of agricultural land to provide a Community Nature Reserve including the provision of a play trail, pond and the construction of a pedestrian crossing

Cllr Holloway proposed the following. This was seconded by Cllr Farnham and was carried unanimously.

The Town Council welcomed this scheme, especially in the light of the recent report from Natural England regarding children and play, and noted its particular emphasis on young people with learning difficulties and disabilities. The scheme was located near local schools and continued to provide good access for dog walking.

 

The Town Council would ask East Devon District Council 

1.  That trees to the south of the area were not affected by this development

2. That consideration be given to the restoration of the leat and investigation carried out so that the history of the leat could be incorporated as an educational resource within the scheme
424.
To agree a formal relationship with the What Honiton Needs Facebook group

Cllr Holloway outlined the progress of the What Honiton Needs Facebook group that currently had 180 members from a road range of ages but predominantly young people.

Cllr Fleming queried the situation with regard to personal data legislation. Cllr Holloway confirmed that all personal data was held by Facebook not the Town Council.

Cllr Holloway proposed that

a)
a hyperlink be set up between the Group’s Facebook page and the Council

b)
the Council appoint liaison points between the Group and the Council

c)
the Council use the Group as part of any public consultation exercise that the Council carries out

Cllr Holloway offered to be a liaison point and Cllr Ash advised that she believed that Cllr Foster would also like to be involved.

The proposal was seconded by Cllr Teare and WAS RESOLVED.
425.
To report back on a meeting with Sara Randall Johnson, Leader of East Devon District Council

Cllr Ash reported that the meeting had taken place in March and had been attended by all Honiton District and County Councillors plus representatives from the Town Council, the Chamber of Commerce, the Development Trust and Cllr Malcolm Florey (Business Champion, EDDC).  There had been an open discussion on a range of issues and subsequently Cllr Florey had met with Cllr Ash and the Clerk to discuss in more detail issues regarding business support. Both meetings had been very helpful and Cllr Ash would report in more detail at the Policy meeting. Cllr Florey had offered to help in any way he could, especially with regard to marketing.

426.
To report back on a meeting with East Devon District Council on allotment provision

Cllr Whitlock reported that he had recently attended a meeting called by Cllr Halse in his capacity as Portfolio Holder Economy for East Devon District Council. This meeting had also been attended by the Clerk, two members of the Allotment Association, two District Councillors and the Head of Planning. The meeting had looked at the steps the Town Council had taken in identifying Honiton Bottom Road as a potential site and the District Council advised that it had found two further potential sites that may be 
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available in the near future (the location of these sites is currently subject to confidentiality). It had been agreed that while this was welcomed there was a continuing need for a site in the town centre to satisfy the needs of local residents who could not access sites outside the town. Cllr Whitlock thanked Cllr Halse for calling the meeting.

Cllr Halse reported that he had called the meeting as he had been concerned about the selection of the site and the reaction of some residents. He was now satisfied that everything had been done in a proper manner and he accepted that part of the Honiton Bottom Road site would be suitable for allotments and that the Town Council had very little alternative. Taking an objective view, he agreed that this site was the most satisfactory that could be found within the town. He urged people both in agreement and against the allotments to write to the Town Council (personal letters rather than petitions) so that views could be taken into account during the planning process. 

Cllr Whitlock advised that the Town Council was proceeding with its planning application and reminded Members that all plans would be public and could be commented on in line with planning guidance. 

Cllr Ash stressed that she felt the credibility of the Town Council was now intact and that delivery of additional sites in the future would be welcomed.

427.
To consider the outcomes of the recent meeting of dog owners

(Cllr Halse left the meeting)

Cllr Boom reported on the recent meeting of local dog owners (reported in full at public question time by Ms Ursula Squire). Cllr Whitlock advised that final consideration of the proposed dog orders would be taken at the East Devon Council meeting on 15 April and that recommendations had been put forward that both Allhallows Field and the Roundball Wood permissive path be removed from the orders. He advised that he would be attending the meeting of the Honiton Canine Friendship Group the following day.

Cllr Holloway raised the concerns of parents with young children who had concerns about the health hazards and also the lack of control of some dogs near children. Cllr Coombs added that a number of elderly people also felt intimidated by dogs and he was concerned that any delay in implementing the order would lead to a missed opportunity. He expressed concern about the deletion of Allhallows in view of the sports pitches and of the permissive path as he felt that the landowner concerned could take away this facility if the area were abused.

Cllr Whitlock proposed that the Town Council write to East Devon District Council to propose the dog order at The Glen be deferred for 6 months in view of the offer produced by the Honiton Canine Friendship Group so that a pilot could be run. This was seconded by Cllr Morgan and WAS RESOLVED (Cllr Ash did not vote on this matter due to her role as Ward Member).

428.
To consider a request from Honiton Primary School for a Councillor to fill a vacancy for Governor

(Cllr Howard left the meeting)

Cllr Ash advised that Honiton Primary School had approached the Council to request a Councillor to fill a vacancy for Governor. Cllr Corke offered to take this role and the Clerk would inform the school.

429.
To discuss progress on the A35

Cllr Morgan had met with the residents of Kings Road/Monkton Road who felt that the Highways Agency had failed to respond regarding the speed calculator of 30mph used in their computer model for traffic flow. The residents also felt that the Government’s Five Point Criteria had not been met by the introduction of the Monkton Road crossing and were concerned about the report from Devon County Council about traffic increase of 3% due to Cranbrook and other major developments in the area. They felt that the report dated 13 March further confirmed that both Kings Road and Monkton Road were over capacity, proving the need for an eastern bypass.

It was felt that the proposed safety measures would not address the issues in Kings Road, Hale Lane and Seeability and that consideration still needed to be given to the installation on the crossing on Monkton Road on to a narrow footpath and via a very bad corner. It was felt imperative that the speed limit be reduced.

The Clerk confirmed that all these points had been sent to the Highways Agency to take into account during the final design stage. Cllr Ash advised that she felt the Town Council now needed to await the proposed final design, which should come to them via the planning committee.
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Cllr Coombs raised the issue of bus stops in Monkton Road and pointed out that these should be near the proposed crossing. He felt the Highways Agency had confused this request with the existing bus stops at Roman Way. It was agreed that the Clerk should raise this issue with the Highways Agency.
430. 
To note progress on the appointment of new Councillors

The Clerk advised that four packs had been sent out to interested residents and that the closing date for these to be returned to East Devon District Council was 7 April. Should a formal election be required this would take place on 7 May.

431.
To receive reports from the Council’s working groups

The Glen

Cllr Boom reported that the pre‑application had been made regarding the Lottery Parks for People funding and that it had been suggested that a meeting be arranged at the Exeter office of the Lottery together with East Devon District Council. The Clerk was instructed to organise this meeting. He further reported that the BBC Breathing Places programme was running a session in Plymouth on 27 April on the use of media. The Clerk had details and anyone interested in attending should contact her.

Cllr Boom also reported that the kissing gate had gone to East Devon District Council for repair and that the stream was undermining the surface beneath the path at the embankment – the Environment Agency was looking into this. He also advised that the work with the young people was continuing to go well.

Street Market Forum

The Clerk had circulated minutes of the recent meeting of the Forum. It was agreed that the Risk Assessment should be reviewed and that this should be put on a future agenda. It was also agreed that the Chairmanship of the group should be reviewed annually.

The Clerk outlined the proposed changes to taxi ranks that had now been agreed in principle by East Devon District Council and Devon County Council. Cllr Teare proposed that the Town Council write to East Devon District Council expressing its support for the proposal. This was seconded by Cllr Whitlock and WAS RESOLVED.

It was agreed that, in view of the importance of the street market to the Council, this should be a standing agenda item for future meetings.

432.
To receive reports from Members with special responsibilities

Honiton Festival

Cllr Corke reported that he had recently attended a meeting of the Festival committee and that he had circulated details of the mini festival starting on 5 May.

Millennium Green

Cllr Boom reported that he had attended a recent meeting but it had not been quorate. He had still not been appointed a trustee. He felt that there were a number of issues regarding the Millennium Green and asked for a full discussion at the May meeting – the Clerk would agenda.

Devon Link Up

Cllr Boom reported that he had recently attended Devon Link Up on behalf of the Council. Devon County Council had made money available to establish parliaments and East Devon District Council had progressed this immediately. Cllr Boom proposed that the Honiton members be invited to meet with the Town Council. It was agreed that this would be discussed further at Policy – the Clerk would agenda.

Roundball Wood

Cllr Coombs advised that the Wood had now been registered on BBC Breathing Places site. He had also raised issues with East Devon District Council  concerning land drainage and boundaries at the top of Woodhill View.

Tourist Information Centre

Cllr Morgan advised that the TIC had been very busy during March with 269 contacts more than last year. She also reported that the accommodation guides had been distributed and a new map was about to be produced. A lunch voucher scheme had been launched to coach companies, with the Chamber of Commerce reimbursing the cost. A new eating out guide was being produced as well as a new town guide, on which input would be sought from the Town Council. A meeting of the Town Council, the Chamber of Commerce and the TIC had been arranged for 20 April.
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729 Club

Cllr Morgan advised that she had represented the Council at the 729 Club when they celebrated the purchase of their bingo machine as a result of the Town Council grant.

433.  The Acting Chairman closed the meeting at 9.45pm

Signed Chair
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Copies of this document are available in large print on request

