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Honiton Town Council

Policy Committee

Minutes of the Policy Committee held at the Town Council Offices, New Street, Honiton
on the eighteenth day of April 2011
Members present

	St Michael’s Ward
	St Paul’s Ward

	Cllr V C Whitlock * (Chairman)
	Cllr Miss V Ash*

	Cllr Mrs S A Casson*
	Cllr R E Coombs*

	Cllr N J Cornwell
	Cllr J P Corke*

	Cllr J B Taylor
	Cllr Mrs V A Howard*

	Cllr M J Teare*
	


* Trained in the Power of Wellbeing
11/10.
To receive apologies for absence

Cllr Allen (S); Cllr Boom (P); Cllr Fleming (A/L); Cllr Foster (P); Cllr Groves (A/L)
11/11.
To receive declarations of interest in items on the agenda

Cllr Coombs – Roundball Wood (P)

Cllr Whitlock – Roundball Wood (P)
11/12.
To discuss feedback on the Localism Bill training
It was noted that some Members had attended the recent training session on Society, Localism and Planning and the Deputy Clerk had circulated a paper outlining the main points. It was agreed that the planning committee of the new Council be advised to take the first steps in putting together a neighbourhood plan, consulting with relevant partners and lodge this in draft with East Devon District Council.
It was further noted that future EDDC minutes relating to the Local Development Framework would be made public and this was welcomed.

11/13.
To receive feedback from the meeting to discuss the village green
Minutes of the meeting held 13 April with East Devon District Council and Devon County Council had been circulated, together with a recent decision in the High Court that may have relevance to this situation. It was noted that EDDC would be taking Counsel’s opinion on this matter to get an independent review and this was welcomed as it would give the Town Council a definitive legal opinion on the future uses of the green.
Cllr Coombs expressed concern about possible maladministration of the proceedings by Devon County Council in their determination of the granting of village green status and it was agreed that the Officers should look into the administration of the application and advise the Policy committee at its meeting in June.

11/14.
To agree the way forward for statutory allotments

The Deputy Clerk had circulated a paper outlining potential sites in Honiton and the progress that had been made. It was noted that there was a continuing lack of available land to site allotments but the Council would continue to pursue this to fulfill its duty to provide statutory allotments for the many people on the waiting list.

11/15.
To agree the Council’s response to CLG consultation papers

Members discussed three consultation papers recently received :

a) Future of Local Public Audit

b) Community Right to Buy

c) Community Right to Challenge

The Clerk was instructed to respond on behalf of the Council taking into account the points raised.

11/16.
To approve the Roundball Wood Management Plan

Members commented on the excellent quality of the management plan produced, which had been made possible by funding from the AONB. The Clerk confirmed that the plan would give direction to the Council’s future budget allocation for Roundball Wood. The plan was approved.
11/17.
To carry out the annual review of the Council’s Land and Assets

The Clerk had circulated the Council’s current list of land and assets which was used as a basis for both the Audited Accounts and the Insurance Schedule. Members discussed the detail and approved the list.

11/18.
To close the meeting

The Chairman closed the meeting at 7.50pm
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Signed Chair

23 May 2011

