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Honiton Town Council

Policy Committee

Minutes of the Policy Committee held at the Town Council Offices, New Street, Honiton on the twenty‑third day of November 2009

Members present

	St Michael’s Ward
	St Paul’s Ward

	Cllr V C Whitlock (Chair) *
	Cllr Miss V Ash *   **

	Cllr M R Allen
	Cllr R E Coombs *

	Cllr A B Boom *
	Cllr J P Corke *

	Cllr P J Fleming *
	Cllr R A Farnham

	Cllr J B Taylor *
	Cllr D Foster

	Cllr M J Teare *
	Cllr Mrs S Groves 

	
	Cllr J P Halse *   **


* Trained in the Power of Wellbeing

** Also District Councillor

160.
To receive apologies for absence

Cllr Howard (P); Cllr McGuire (A/L); Cllr Morgan (P)
161.
To receive declarations of interest in items on the agenda

None declared
162.
To agree the revised Risk Assessment for Honiton Street Market
The Clerk had drafted a risk assessment to replace the version produced by East Devon District Council prior to the handover of responsibility. With the inclusion of some minor additions, this was approved for signing.
163.
To agree the formation of a working group to progress the Making It Local application for economic development in Honiton
Following discussion it was agreed that the core of the working group should comprise of the members of the current marketing group with the addition of other external partners, including the Development Trust. Cllr Allen offered to join the group. The marketing group’s next meeting was scheduled for 5 January and it would report back to the Council.

164.
To update the Council on Honiton’s registration as a BBC Breathing Places Community
Cllr Coombs had circulated a report updating the Council on progress. Following discussion it was agreed that the Council should continue as a Breathing Places Community and should ensure that regular updates were made to the website to show the progress it is making with the town’s green spaces. 
Cllr Allen had tabled a report setting out the steps to be taken to write a Green Spaces policy. The Chairman thanked him for his work on this and it was agreed to review the paper at the Policy meeting in January. It was further agreed that the writing of the policy did not impede progress on green spaces issues.

165.
To review the six month pilot of electronic agendas
The Clerk had circulated a briefing paper outlining the results of the pilot and drawing Members’ attention to advice recently received from NALC. In view of this advice it was agreed that copies of the summons, together with associated papers, would be sent by post to Members and the Clerk would ascertain which Members would also wish to receive these by email.
Signed Chair







14 December 2009

166.
To agree plans for a “What’s On In Honiton” Day
Cllr Farnham outlined an idea to hold a day’s event promoting the range of organisations and activities available in the Honiton area. He had previous experience of running such an event and offered to lead any agreed project. Members agreed that this would be a good opportunity to highlight local organisations and suggested that Cllr Farnham join the Charter committee so that it could be taken into account as a possible part of Charter Day activities.
167.
To adopt the Service Plan
The Chairman advised that the circulated Plan was the result of the work done by Members earlier in the year to identify priorities. Following discussion it was agreed to adopt the Plan as a working document, taking into account the amendments raised. 
168.
To agree the level of Precept for 2010-11

The Clerk had circulated a report and proposed precept and these were thoroughly discussed. Adjustments were made to categories so that the increase could be kept at a minimum. The committee recommended to the Town Council that the precept be raised for 2010-11 to £139993, which would cost each household approximately £33.91 per year.

169.
To close the meeting

The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.00pm

Signed Chair
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Copies of this document are available in large print


