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Honiton Town Council

Minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held at the Council Offices, New Street, Honiton on Tuesday 20 July 2010 
Members present

St Michael’s Ward



St Paul’s Ward

Cllr M J Teare (Chairman)


Cllr Miss V Ash **
Cllr A B Boom




Cllr R E Coombs
Cllr Mrs S A Casson



Cllr J P Corke
Cllr McGuire




Cllr Mrs V A Howard
Cllr J B Taylor




Cllr Mrs M D Morgan
Cllr V C Whitlock





** Also District Councillor







10/82
To accept apologies for absence
Cllr Allen (P); Cllr Farnham (S); Cllr Fleming (AL); Cllr Halse (P)
It was noted that Cllr Farnham had given apologies due to sickness.  As it is understood that this is likely to last for some time, it was resolved that Cllr Coombs be appointed as Vice-chairman to cover the absence.
10/83
To confirm the Minutes of the Planning Committee held on 6 July 2010 
The minutes of the above meeting had been circulated.  They were approved and signed as a true record.
10/84
To receive declarations of interest in items on the agenda
The Chairman advised that all councillors have a personal interest in item 5 on the agenda – New land 23 Application for the registration of a town or village green – as this may have an impact on the Town Council’s proposal to site allotments on the land.
Cllr Teare – New land 23 application – personal

Cllr Taylor – New land 23 application – personal
Cllr Howard – New land 23 application – personal

Cllr Morgan – New land 23 application – personal

Cllr Corke – New land 23 application – personal

Cllr Coombs – New land 23 application – personal

Cllr Boom – New land 23 application – personal

Cllr Ash – New land 23 application – personal

Cllr Casson – New land 23 application – personal and 10/1360/COU, The Gallery, Bramble House, Honiton EX14 1AL – personal
Cllr McGuire – New land 23 application – personal

Cllr Whitlock – New land 23 application – personal

10/85
The following applications were considered, based on the information available. 

Participation of those Councillors who are also Members of the District Council in both the debate and subsequent vote is on the basis that the views expressed are preliminary views taking account of the information presently made available to the Town Council. The District Councillors reserve their final views on the application until they are in full possession of all the relevant arguments for and against. 

	10/1236/FUL
The Town Council wishes to reiterate its previous comments with regard to planning permission 08/3181/FUL as follows:
Signed Chair

There is no problem with the application as such except for its impact on a group of eight trees, seven Scots Pines and one Norway Spruce.  We recommend refusal of the proposed felling of any of the Scots Pines and of the carrying out of work that could compromise their survival.  The Spruce and two Pines are proposed for removal to facilitate this planning application.  However it was noted that there are blue markings on the Spruce and three Scots Pines.  The deteriorating condition of the Spruce (0285) is particularly obvious when viewed from some distance away.  If the application could be successfully carried out with only the removal of this tree and no adverse effect on any of the Scots Pines, we would have recommended approval.  The Spruce is the nearest tree to Gittisham Hill House.  All the Scots Pines appear to be healthy and the malformation referred to is not really noticeable unless there is close inspection.  It is felt that the pines may benefit from the removal of the Spruce although we would not be recommending its removal at this stage for that purpose.  The removal or lopping of any of the pines is recommended for refusal as the main value is as a group and reduction from seven to five of the pines could have a serious adverse effect on those that are to remain, particularly in this hill top situation that could be subject to gales and due to the very close proximity of the pines to one another.

The Town Council also requests that East Devon District Council satisfies itself on the proposed 

design and footprint which appears large in comparison with the original building
	Mr J Puckering
Retirement Villages
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	Gittisham Hill House, Sidmouth Road, Honiton EX14 3TY

Extension to care home (amendment to existing planning permission 08/3181/FUL)

                     17 August 2010 

	10/1360/COU
The Town Council supports this application.
Signed Chair

The Town Council also requests that East Devon District Council considers protecting the two conifers on the boundary with the adjoining property Oaklands if the trees are still in situ


	Mr R Whittaker             

            202
	The Gallery, Bramble House, Exeter Road, Honiton EX14 1AL
                17 August 2010 

Change of use from day care centre to ancilliary accommodation (annex/holiday let)



	10/1272/FUL
The Town Council supports this application

	Mr & Mrs Richards
	23 Oaklea, Honiton EX14 1XH
Construction of first floor extension above existing garage and installation of first bedroom window in side elevation



	10/1336/TRE
The Town Council supports this application
	Mr Adams
	9 Moor Park, Honiton EX14 2FP
Remove crossing branches from one Rowan (T1).  Reduce crown of one Birch (T2)




10/86
New land 23 Application for the registration of a town or village green – to discuss amendments to the draft of the Town  Council’s response as consultee and to resolve to submit the response to Devon County Council following amendments at the meeting

There were no amendments to the draft response.   The Chairman advised that the Deputy Clerk was awaiting information referred to in the draft response.   It was resolved that the draft response be approved and that following the inclusion of the outstanding information a final version be circulated to Councillors for comment prior to the Chairman of the Planning Committee signing off the final version for submission to Devon County Council.  It was also agreed that a copy of the final version be sent to East Devon District Council as a courtesy to the landowner.
10/87
To appoint a temporary Tree Warden to cover absence

It was resolved that Cllr Coombs be appointed as temporary Tree Warden to cover St Paul’s Ward during the absence of Cllr Farnham.

10/88
Notification of planning decisions and copy letters
· 10/0889/FUL – Conservation House, Chapel Street, Honiton EX14 1EU – conversion of store/workshop to dwelling – granted
· 10/1127/FUL – 1 Shortridge Close, Honiton EX14 2YX – single storey side and rear extensions - granted

10/89
Close of meeting
The Chairman closed the meeting at 7.30pm.
Signed Chair
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