
183
Honiton Town Council

Minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held at the Council Offices, New Street, Honiton on Tuesday 20 April 2010
Members present

St Michael’s Ward



St Paul’s Ward

Cllr M J Teare (Chairman)


Cllr Miss V Ash **

Cllr M R Allen




Cllr R E Coombs
Cllr A B Boom




Cllr J P Corke
Cllr Mrs S A Casson



Cllr R A Farnham
Cllr P J Fleming




Cllr Mrs S Groves
Cllr M McGuire




Cllr Mrs V A Howard
Cllr J B Taylor




Cllr Mrs M D Morgan
Cllr V C Whitlock




** Also District Councillor







10/40
To accept apologies for absence

Cllr Ayres (P);  Cllr Halse (P)
10/41
To confirm the minutes of the Planning Committee held on 6 April 2010 
The minutes of the above meeting had been circulated. They were approved and signed as a true record.  With regard to application 10/0569/FUL – Cotfield, Rosewell Close, Honiton EX14 1QU  it was noted that an amended application will be received in due course.
10/42
To receive declarations of interest in items on the agenda

Cllr Casson – 10/0601/FUL – personal; - 10/0690/TRE – prejudicial
Cllr Ash – Community Complex – personal

Cllr Boom – Community Complex – personal

Cllr Whitlock – Community Complex – personal

Cllr Teare – Community Complex - personal

10/43
The following applications were considered, based on the information available. 

Participation of those Councillors who are also Members of the District Council in both the debate and subsequent vote is on the basis that the views expressed are preliminary views taking account of the information presently made available to the Town Council. The District Councillors reserve their final views on the application until they are in full possession of all the relevant arguments for and against. 

	10/0601/FUL

The Town Council supports this application
	Mrs Jean Booth
	1 Tracey Mill Cottages, Honiton EX14 3SL
Construction of conservatory

	10/0630/FUL

The Town Council supports this application provided that there is no adverse effect on the neighbouring property

Signed Chair

10/0644/FUL

The Town Council supports this application
	Ms Nicky Groves
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Mr Liam Spiller


	Peverell, Exeter Road, Honiton EX14 1AU
Construction of two storey side extension

                        4 May 2010 
21 Rosewell Close, Honiton EX14 1QU

Construction of single storey rear extension and first floor extension over garage



	10/0664/TRE

The Tree Warden reported that the tree is in good health.  The Town Council objects to this application on the grounds that felling is unnecessary

	Mr Steele
	19 Lilley Walk, Honiton EX14 2EA

1 x Sycamore: fell

	10/0667/FUL

The Town Council supports this application
	Mr Brent Dicks
	2 Tracey Mill Cottages, Honiton EX14 3SL

Construction of detached garage/workshop/garden store



	10/0671/LBC 

The Chairman advised that application 10/0670/FUL relating to the same property had also been received and Councillors agreed to consider both applications.

The Town Council agreed to abide by its original comments: recommend approval however to retain the present design and refer to the Conservation Officer

	Mrs Mary Illsley
	St Margarets Chapel, Exeter Road, Honiton EX14 1AY

Renewal of consent 07/1292/LBC and renewal of application 07/1293/FUL for change of use of chapel to dwelling

	10/0675/TRE

The Town Council objects to this application on the grounds set out in the Tree Warden’s report: T1 Common Ash north west of 33 Glanvill Way 3.5m from side wall of house and 5.2 to the nearest point of 31 Glanvill Way.  It is approximately 3.5m in height with a trunk diameter of 76cm.  There has been crown reduction in the past.  Branching starts at approx 1.5m.  Branch unions appear well formed with no defects  noted.  The trunk is covered with ivy and it could not be ascertained if there was evidence of any fungal presence on the tree.  There is no evidence of any fungal presence in the vicinity of the root area.  This tree does not affect light to the house.
Signed Chair

T2 Common Ash is 0.75m from T1 it has a height of approx 3.5m and a trunk diameter of 2.2m.  The trunk divides at 72cm forming two further trunks.  The first divide has a diameter of 92cm and a height of approx 3m.  There is further branching typical of the Common Ash.  There is evidence of past crown reduction.  All branch unions appear well formed with no defects being noted.  The trunk is covered with ivy, once again unable to ascertain if there was evidence of any fungal presence on the tree.  The root plate appeared sound with no evidence of fungal presence within the root area.  This tree may cause slight shading to the rear garden of 33 Glanvill Way, but not to the house.

T3 Common Ash is 1.3m away from T2 it has a height of approx 4.5m and a trunk diameter of 2.2m which divides at 96cm forming 8 further trunks.  There is ivy present on all trunks.  There has been crown reduction in the past.  There is further branching on each trunk forming a spreading crown.  The branch unions appear well formed with no sign of defects being noted.  There is no evidence of fungal presence on the tree or in the root area.  The root plate appeared sound with no evidence of heave or other defects.  T3 may cause shading to the rear garden of 33 Glanvill Way, unlikely to affect light to the house.
	Mr P Young
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	33 Glanvill Way, Honiton EX14 2GD

Group of Ash trees: fell

                        4 May 2010 

	Cllr Casson left the meeting

10/0690/TRE

The Town Council supports the recommendations of the Tree Warden as follows:  to reduce the height of the tree in line with other similar trees nearby.  Reduce the co-dominant primary branches north east & west, this 
Signed Chair

will then give a more symmetrical look to the tree.  Remove deadwood throughout the canopy for safety reasons.
Cllr Casson rejoined the meeting
	Mr Casson
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	2 Bramble Lane, Honiton EX14 1AS

1 x Lime: Reduce crown by 35%

                          4 May 2010

	10/0692/TCA

The Town Council supports the recommendations of the Tree Warden as follows: T1 Yew tree to be retained with appropriate work to be at the discretion of the East Devon District Council Tree Officer, T2 and T3 Poplar trees to be felled and the young Yew tree (T4) to be suitably protected
	Mr M Parker
	41 High Street, Honiton EX14 1PW

1 x Yew & 2 x Poplar; fell

	10/0721/FUL

The Chairman advised that this application had been received after the agenda had been circulated.  Councillors agreed to consider the application in order to submit comments to East Devon District Council by the deadline.
Cllr Howard, Cllr Casson, Cllr Coombs and Cllr Allen declared a personal interest in the application.

It was noted that several concerns had been raised by the neighbours and agreed that a site visit be scheduled prior to submitting comments.  It was resolved to delegate power to those Councillors able to attend a site visit in order for them to  submit comments to the planning authority.
	Mr & Mrs A Cottingham
	7 Church Hill, Honiton EX14 2DB

Replacement of single storey rear extension


10/44
To agree the amendments to the Community Complex plans as agreed by the Planning Committee following public consultation
The Clerk tabled revised plans and confirmed the final amendments as follows:
· Each of the Registrars’ offices has separate access

· Upstairs waiting area and toilets have been moved to allow for one additional small meeting room

· The inclusion of independent access to the projection room

· The dimensions of the Council Chamber were confirmed as 34’ 9” x 21’ 3”

· TIC locked area has been re-located to the right so that booking desk can be seen from the entrance

· The architects are checking new legislation on the provision of disabled facilities and such facilities will be flexible enough to accommodate changes in legislation
Signed Chair
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· The Clerk reported on a meeting with the Thelma Hulbert Gallery which had resolved the issues of disabled parking, bridal car parking and access to the gardens for wedding parties
· The issues of non structural walls on the first floor, the position of air conditioning units and associated noise and enhancing the Dowell Street corner of the café will be addressed in the Design & Access Statement of the planning application

The Clerk was requested to check the following points:

· Doors to allow access from the reception/booking area to both the manager’s office and to the TIC office

· Whether there is sufficient space for a mezzanine level above the storage area
· Whether the café is subdividable

IT WAS RESOLVED  that the final amendments to the plans be agreed.
10/45
Notification of planning decisions and copy letters
· 10/0319/COU – Water Babies Ltd, 205 High Street, Honiton EX14 1AJ – granted.  It was noted that the points raised previously regarding the riverside walk are to be pursued with East Devon District Council
· The Cedars, Otter Valley Park, Honiton EX14 4PS – copy letter from the Enforcement Officer regarding his visit of 28th April 2010 

10/46
Close of meeting

The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.08pm.
Signed Chair
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