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Honiton Town Council

Minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held at the Council Offices, New Street, Honiton on Tuesday 19 January 2010
Members present

St Michael’s Ward



St Paul’s Ward

Cllr M J Teare (Chairman)


Cllr R E Coombs
Cllr J J Ayres




Cllr R A Farnham
Cllr A Boom




Cllr Mrs S Groves

Cllr Mrs S A Casson



Cllr Mrs M D Morgan
Cllr P J Fleming






Cllr M McGuire

Cllr J B Taylor




** Also District Councillor







10/1
To accept apologies for absence

Cllr Ash (P); Cllr J P Corke (A/L); Cllr Foster (P); Cllr Halse (P); Cllr Whitlock (P)
10/2
To confirm the minutes of the Planning Committee held on 1 December 2009
The minutes of the above meeting had been circulated. They were approved and signed as a true record.

10/3
To receive declarations of interest in items on the agenda

Cllr McGuire – 09/2463/COU – 245 High Street, Honiton (Prej)
10/4
The following applications were considered, based on the information available. 

Participation of those Councillors who are also Members of the District Council in both the debate and subsequent vote is on the basis that the views expressed are preliminary views taking account of the information presently made available to the Town Council. The District Councillors reserve their final views on the application until they are in full possession of all the relevant arguments for and against. 

Cllr McGuire left the meeting during the discussion on application 09/2463/COU.

	09/2566/FUL
The Town Council supports this application

	Mrs J Boyland
	4 Oaklea, Honiton EX14 1XH
Single storey extension


	09/2463/COU
The Town Council supports this application subject to the condition that change of use is for a six month period only and subject to there being no adverse effect on neighbouring properties

	Mr & Mrs R Read
	245 High Street, Honiton EX14 1AH
Change of use of first floor residential accommodation to offices for temporary six month period
             

	10/0027/FUL
The Town Council supports this application
Signed Chair 
	Mrs S Webster      


	31 Honiton Bottom Road, Honiton EX14 2EP
Construction of ground floor side extension
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	10/0015/TRE
The Town Council supports this application
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Mrs C Walters

	51 Kings Gardens, Kerslakes Court, Honiton EX14 1FL
Lift crown and re-pollard 1 x Lime tree



	09/2513/TRE
T1 & T2: The Town Council supports this application in line with the Tree Warden’s report as follows:  T1 is one of many Ash trees growing along the hedgebank, individually and collectively they have a high amenity value as the hedgebank is believed to be an old Devon Bank.  Despite evidence of some deadwood the tree is in good health.  It would benefit from a Crown clean and light reduction to bring it in line with other trees along the bank.  The tree does not have any affect on the light to the property, or the garden.
Recommendation: T1 crown clean with minimal reduction.

T2 appears to be the only Oak tree along the hedgebank; therefore individually it has a high amenity value.  There is evidence of some deadwood; despite this the tree appears healthy.  It would benefit from a crown clean and light crown reduction.  This tree would have very little if any affect on light into the garden.

Recommendation: T2 crown clean with minimal reduction.

T3:  The Town Council does not support this application and draws the Arboriculturist’s attention to the following comments contained in the Tree Warden’s report: T3 this is a healthy tree with normal growth.  It is situated to the front of the property and has a high amenity value.  There may be disturbance caused by the roots to a paving slab, or it may be another cause not associated with the tree.  
Signed Chair

The tree would have very little affect on light in to the property or the garden.  There would be minimal shading for a short time in a small area.

Recommendation: refuse; the tree does not cast shade and felling is not justified

	Mrs Squire
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	39 Biddington Way, Honiton 
EX14 2GU
1 x Ash 25% crown reduction via thinning & crown lift over garden 

1 x Oak 25% crown reduction via thinning

1 x Birch fell
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	09/2444/TRE
The Town Council agrees to abide by the decision of the East Devon Arboriculturist but requests that no unnecessary or unsympathetic work be undertaken


	Mr Stevens
	16 Heron Road, Honiton EX14 2GL
Remove a number of specified limbs from 4 Ash trees


	09/2454/TRE

The Town Council supports this application in line with the report from the East Devon Arboricultural Officer and would draw particular attention to the condition requiring replacement plantings.
	Mrs Harris
	62 Pine Park Road, Honiton 

EX14 2HP
3 x Pine trees: Remove lowest road side limbs
2 x Pine trees: Fell

               


10/5
To make Councillors aware of updates to East Devon District Council’s planning scheme of delegation and public speaking procedure
Papers had been circulated to Councillors prior to the meeting.
10/6
To make Councillors aware of the current situation at The Cedars

It was agreed to carry this item forward to the next meeting for Councillor Ash to brief Councillors.

10/7
To note changes to East Devon District Council’s procedure with regard to decision notices

It was noted that with effect from 1 March 2010 East Devon District Council will not be sending paper copies of decision notices to Town and Parish Councils.  Decisions on planning applications will be monitored electronically for reporting to the Planning Committee.

10/8
Notification of planning decisions and copy letters

· 09/1596/FUL – 245 High Street, Honiton EX14 1AH – conversion of dwelling house into three flats including insertion of 2no rooflights and re-roofing of rear extension – granted

· 09/2095/LBC – Congregational Church, High Street, Honiton EX14 1PE – installation of four replacement windows in side elevation – granted.  The Clerk was asked to draw to the attention of East Devon District Council the fact that members had previously commented that the unsightly drainpipes detract from the otherwise attractive exterior of the building
· 09/2248/TCA – 9 Ernsborough Gardens, Honiton EX14 1RX – trees within designated conservation areas: 2 x Silver Birch: 25% crown reduction – granted

· 09/2249/TRE – 26 Glen Farm Crescent, Honiton EX14 2GX – 1 x Ash: remove 3 lower branches – split decision

· 09/2076/LBC – Chesterton Humberts, 105 High Street, Honiton EX14 1PE – replacement signage – granted

· 09/2077/ADV – Chesterton Humberts, 105 High Street, Honiton EX14 1PE – replacement signage – granted

Signed Chair
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· 09/1673/FUL – 1 Oak View, Honiton EX14 2UD – erection of two bedroom bungalow utilising the existing second vehicular access – notification of appeal – the Clerk was requested to re-submit the previous comments of the Town Council to the Planning Inspectorate

· 09/2215/TRE – 12 Claylands View, Honiton EX14 2WE – 1 x Ash: cut back to the height of hedge – granted

· 09/2219/TRE – Gittisham Hill House, Sidmouth Road, Honiton EX14 3TY – 1 x Sweet Chestnut: thin crown by 10%, shorten long side branches back to main crown, remove stem causing damage to other branches and raise crown  to 6 metres above ground level – split decision
· 09/2234/COU – 158 High Street, Honiton EX14 1JX – change of use of ground floor from residential to A5 use (takeaway) incorporating extension of A5 use of adjoining premises - granted

· 09/2056/TRE – Gittisham Hill House, Sidmouth Road, Honiton EX14 3TY – remove 14 layered stems from one Rhododendron, carry out removal of epicormic growth to 3 foot height and crown cleaning of remainder of tree – split decision

· 09/1993/FUL – Goonvean Fibres Ltd, Bramble Hill Industrial Estate, Honiton EX14 1BW – extension to the existing industrial building – granted

· 09/2260/FUL – Adalaide Lodge, 27 Kings Road, Honiton EX14 1HW – demolition of existing single storey extension and construction of enlarged single storey extension – granted

· 09/2195/TRE – 9 Woodhill View, Honiton EX14 2GQ – 1 x Ash: re-pollard – granted

· 09/2366/COU – 157 High Street, Honiton EX14 1LJ – change of use of first and second floor accommodation to showroom – granted

10/9
Close of meeting

The Chairman closed the meeting at 7.45pm.

Signed Chair
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