PAGE  
147

  Honiton Town Council


Minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held at the Council Offices, New Street, Honiton on Tuesday 18 August 2009.
Members present

	St Michael’s Ward
	St Paul’s Ward

	Cllr M J Teare (Chairman)
	Cllr Miss V Ash**

	Cllr J J Ayres
	Cllr R E Coombs

	Cllr A B Boom
	Cllr J P Corke

	Cllr Mrs S A Casson
	Cllr R A Farnham

	Cllr P J Fleming
	Cllr Mrs S Groves

	Cllr M McGuire
	


** Also District Councillor

401.   
To accept apologies for absence

Cllr Allen (P); Cllr Foster (P); Cllr Halse (A/L); Cllr Howard (P); Cllr Morgan (P); Cllr Whitlock (P)

402.
To confirm the minutes of the Planning Committee held on 4 August 2009

The minutes of the above meeting had been circulated.  They were approved and signed as a true record.

403. 
To receive declarations of interest in items on the agenda

Cllr Ayres ‑
Slades (P)

Cllr Casson – 
Mr D Armstrong (P)

Cllr Farnham ‑ 
Oaklea (P)

Cllr McGuire – 
High Street (P)

404. 
To discuss with the Highways Agency plans for the A35 improvements in Honiton

Ms Alexis Wood from the Highways Agency outlined the current situation with the road safety improvements on the A35 in Honiton. She advised that work would be starting within the next few weeks, subject to weather conditions. She reminded Members that this scheme had moved from a small signage project to a major scheme and this was very much a result of pressure from the Town Council. 

Ms Wood Advised that the Highways Agency would be undertaking a review of the speed limits along the entirety of the A35 but that it was not possible to reduce the limit below 50mph outside of villages and towns and that the Agency also had to consider environmental issues.

In response to a question, Ms Wood advised Members that any request for additional bus stops along the route needed to be addressed in the first instance to the bus operators, with a copy to the Highways Agency. 

The Chairman thanked Ms Wood for her continued support and efforts with regard to the A35 and for attending the meeting to update Members on progress.

405.
To discuss with Turley Associates plans for Slades Countrywise Store

The Chairman reminded Members that they should not make comment at this stage of the planning application as it would prejudice their ability to comment when the plans formally came before the Council for formal consultation. They were however invited to question the speakers to clarify their understanding.

Mr Dan Templeton from Turley Associates together with Mr Chris Slade and his business partner  outlined the history to the business together with the options they had considered for a relocation following the sale of their existing site to Aldi. They tabled plans relating to a site in Heathpark and advised that full plans had now been submitted to East Devon District Council. 

The Chairman thanked the representatives for coming to update the Council and instructed the Clerk to advise Mr Templeton when the plans were due to be considered by the Town Council. 

Signed Chair






8 September 2009

406.
The following applications were considered, based on the information available. Participation of those Councillors who are also Members of the District Council in both the debate and subsequent vote is on the basis that the views expressed are preliminary views taking account of the information presently made available to the Town Council. The District Councillors reserve their final views on the application until they are in full possession of all the relevant arguments for and against.

	09/1417/ADV

The Town Council approves this application
	Santander
	108 High Street, Honiton EX14 1JW

Replacement fascia and hanging sign with external illumination and window vinyls



	09/1280/FUL (revised design and layout)

The Town Council supports this application


	Mr D Armstrong
	27 King Street, Honiton EX14 1AG

Erection of garage and undercover parking area



	09/1359/FUL

The Town Council supports this application 


	Mr Mark Kingdon
	29 Hazelwood Close, Honiton EX14 2XA

Erection of replacement conservatory



	09/1523/FUL

The Town Council supports this application subject to the concerns of East Devon District Council being fully addressed


	Mr S Layzell
	19 George Street, Honiton EX14 1NJ

Two storey side extension and single storey rear garden room extension



	09/1532/FUL

The Town Council supports this application subject to it being in keeping with neighbouring properties


	Mr S Frances
	19 Butts Close, Honiton EX14 2FS

Front dormer extension




407.
To discuss amendments to parking restrictions in Honiton

This matter was being considered by the Planning Committee in the absence of a meeting of the Town Management Advisory Committee until 26 October. 

a)
Parking Restrictions in the High Street

These were considered and approved by the Council and the Clerk was instructed to sign the Orders and return them to Devon County Council.

b)
Parking Restrictions in Oaklea

The Clerk advised that she had been contacted by Devon County Council with regard to complaints received concerning parking in parts of Oaklea, which was felt to be dangerous. The Chairman read out correspondence received from one resident expressing his concerns. 

The Council was concerned to meet the needs of both residents and car owners and initial suggestions were 

· To allocate boxes for permitted parking

· To consider the introduction of resident permits

· To restrict parking to one side of Oaklea

Signed Chair
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It was agreed that a site meeting should be arranged for Councillors and residents to discuss the problems. The matter would then be reconsidered at the Planning Committee meeting on 8 September and the Clerk was instructed to advise residents of this agenda item and the opportunity for them to address the Council. 

408.
To discuss correspondence from a resident regarding Heathpark Industrial Estate

The Chairman read out correspondence received from a resident regarding superfluous signing by retail outlets in Heathpark. The Clerk was instructed to contact East Devon District Council Enforcement Officers on this matter and to respond to the resident to advise her of this action and also to advise her of the circumstances of the planning approval for Countrywide Stores. 

409.
Notification of planning decisions and copy letters

· Copy correspondence from East Devon District Council Enforcement Office regarding the end of the designated period for temporary planning permission at Newholme Volunteer Centre, Northcote Lane, Honiton EX14 1NH – noted.

· 09/0891/OUT‑ Mr R Board – 37 Streamers Meadows, Honiton EX14 2DN – Erection of bungalow – Granted.

· 09/0996/FUL – Mr Knott – 14 New Street, Honiton EX14 1EY – Conversion of first floor flat and roof space into 2 flats including alterations and construction of dormer windows – Granted.

· 09/1283/COU – North Devon College – Unit 5 Gloucester Crescent, Heathpark Industrial Estate, Honiton EX14 1DB – Granted.

· 09/1310/FUL – Mr A Boffey – First Floor, 64 High Street, Honiton EX14 1PQ – Change of use of first floor to offices and hair and beauty salon (from B1 and D1 to B1, D1 and Sui Generis use class) – Granted.

· 09/1263/ADV – Manor House School (Mr G Wilmot) – Land Adj to Tower Cross, Springfield Road, Honiton EX14 9TL – Display of three advance directional signs for Manor House School – Refused. 

410.
The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.15

Signed Chair
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