  Honiton Town Council


Minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held at the Council Offices, New Street, Honiton on Tuesday the 17th February 2009.
Members present

	St Michael’s Ward
	St Paul’s Ward

	Cllr M J Teare (Chairman)
	Cllr Miss V Ash

	Cllr A B Boom
	Cllr R E Coombs

	Cllr Mrs S A Casson
	Cllr J P Corke

	Cllr P J Fleming
	Cllr R A Farnham

	Cllr M McGuire
	Cllr D Foster

	Cllr V C Whitlock
	Cllr Mrs V A Howard

	
	Cllr Mrs M D Morgan


306.   
To receive input from Lidl UK

Representatives from Lidl attended the meeting by invitation to update Members on their revised planning application for a new store in Honiton. After questions of clarification, the representatives retired from the meeting.

307.
New Councillor

The Chairman welcomed Cllr Foster to his first planning meeting.

308.
To accept apologies for absence

None received.

309.
To confirm the minutes of the Planning Committee held on 3rd February 2009

The minutes of the above meeting had been circulated.  They were approved and signed as a true record.

310. 
To receive declarations of interest in items on the agenda

Cllr Morgan – Item 6 – A35 (personal)

Cllr Howard – Item 6 – A35 (personal); Item 4 – Mill Water School (personal)

311. 
The following applications were considered, based on the information available

	09/0013/FUL

Recommend approval
	Mr David Pring
	10 Streamers Meadows, Honiton EX14 2DT

Proposed attached ground floor flat to rear of 10 Streamers Meadows



	09/0105/LBC

The Town Council appreciates that this dish is not to be positioned on the building and will be located away from the road and recommends approval


	Mr M Sherwood
	Bramble Hill House, Exeter Road, Honiton EX14 1AL

Erection of satellite dish



	09/0145/FUL

The Town Council appreciates how the outside area is being kept clean but would like confirmation that smoking receptacles are provided and recommends approval


	Gochef Limited
	The Railway Inn, Queen Street, Honiton EX14 1HE

Construct smoking shelter, form decking area, alter porch and replace 2 windows (retrospective)



	Signed Chair

09/0186/FUL

The Town Council believes it is imperative that Highways are involved in this decision with regard to access and visibility on the narrow pavement but supports the application


	Mr & Mrs Mitford
	3 March 2009

21 Monkton Road, Honiton EX14 1PZ

Excavation of front garden to provide alternative pathway



	Devon County Council

The Town Council appreciates the need for the application but wishes to express highways concern re the loss of off street parking and would stress this application does not represent a long term solution to permanent buildings


	
	Mill Water School, Honiton Bottom Road, Honiton EX14 2ER

Installation of a temporary building to create 2 classrooms and a disabled unisex WC


312.
To receive feedback on the Aldi decision by East Devon District Council

Cllr Ash reported that she had attended the Development Control meeting but that most of the concerns of the Town Council regarding the timing of works by the Highways Agency had been addressed by EDDC officers and that there had been an undertaking by the Highways Agency to complete the work by March 2011. She had however reiterated the Town Council’s concerns and also raised the issue of the need for additional crossings if the proposed pedestrian crossing over Exeter Road is to be placed to the east of the Turks Head junction. 

Cllr Ash expressed her concerns that there was currently a lack of representation for Honiton on the Development Control committee and that the relevant ward members had not attended. Although it was now possible for the Town Council to be present at Development Control meetings and to speak to the committee, this was not always a practical solution. 

Cllr Teare proposed that following a minuted conclusion at a Town Council planning meeting, the Town Council empowers a Councillor to speak at a Development Control meeting or submits a written representation to be circulated to members of the Development Control committee. This was seconded by Cllr Whitlock and WAS RESOLVED.
Cllr Whitlock proposed that the Town Council write to the Honiton ward members expressing its concern at the lack of representation for Honiton at Development Control meetings. This was seconded by Cllr Teare and WAS RESOLVED.
Cllr Teare proposed that the Clerk be instructed to write to Member Services at East Devon District Council concerning the lack of Honiton representation on Development Control and the absence of ward members at relevant discussions. This was seconded by Cllr McGuire and WAS RESOLVED.

Cllr Coombs advised that there was a need to look at alternative shopping streets in Honiton via the LDF and this was agreed.

313.
To receive feedback on the meeting with the Highways Agency regarding improvements to the A35 at Kings Road/Monkton Road

The Clerk had circulated a report of the meeting and Cllr Morgan led a discussion on the proposals put forward by the Highways Agency.

Cllr Morgan proposed that the Highways Agency be informed that the signalised junction remains the preferred option of the Town Council and that the crossing proposed for Monkton Road is only acceptable if an identical crossing is put in Kings Road near to Hale Lane. This was seconded by Cllr Casson and WAS RESOLVED.
Signed Chair







3 March 2009

Cllr Morgan further proposed that the Highways Agency be required to clarify the speed information used in their calculation of traffic flow on the proposed pedestrian crossing and that they be informed that the Town Council appreciates the importance of traffic flow but, in line with Government guidance, believes that pedestrians should be a priority. This was seconded by Cllr Ash and WAS RESOLVED.
Cllr Coombs proposed that any works should include a refuge high up Kings Road near Pine Park Road plus three pairs of bus stops – high on Kings Road, near Hale Lane and in Monkton Road between the Kings Road junction and the access to the slip road. This was seconded by Cllr Morgan and WAS RESOLVED.

Cllr Teare proposed that the outstanding recommendations of the Clerk in her report be accepted as follows

The Monkton Road crossing should be adopted subject to consideration of the following areas of concern :

1 The steeply curving corner on the eastern side of Kings Road at the junction with Monkton Road as the Council has grave concerns about safety issues at this point, particularly with regard to wheelchairs.

2 The speed restrictions on Kings Road to be reconsidered at 30mph.

3 Double yellow lines to be considered as an extension along the length of Kings Road.

This was seconded by Cllr Coombs and WAS RESOLVED.
314.
To approve the Council’s Guidance Notes & Policies for Fascia Boards and Hanging Signs to be forwarded to East Devon District Council for adoption

The Clerk reported that the Council’s Guidance Notes had now been widely circulated for comment – by availability at the Council offices; through media publicity; through discussions with the Chamber of Commerce. No adverse comments had been received.

Cllr Teare proposed that the Guidance Notes be approved and forwarded to East Devon District Council for adoption. This was seconded by Cllr McGuire and WAS RESOLVED.
315.
To note temporary prohibition of pedestrians on Footpath 2 advised by Devon County Council

Cllr Teare read details regarding this temporary restriction due to bank erosion, causing health and safety issues (Notice is placed on New Street noticeboard). Cllr Coombs advised that there was a diversion order on this footpath but the Town Council had not been consulted. The Clerk was instructed to make enquiries with Devon County Council.
316.
Notification of planning decisions & copy letters.

08/3058/OUT – Mr & Mrs K D Stamp – Lilac Haven, Jerrard Close, Honiton EX14 1DX – Demolition of dwelling and outbuildings and construction of 8no dwellings and associated parking and turning areas – Granted.

09/0047/FUL – Mr M Wheeler – 2 Manor Crescent, Honiton EX14 2DF – Erection of 2 storey extension – Granted.

09/0029/FUL – Mr & Mrs G & J Ingram – 13 Church Hill, Honiton EX14 2DB – Dormer window – Granted.

08/2808/ADV – Symonds Amusements (Mr G Symonds) – The Globe, 165 High Street, Honiton EX14 1LQ – Two illuminated and one non illuminated signs – Refused.

06/2565/FUL – Mr T Fry – Stout Farm, Honiton EX14 9TS – Proposed conversion of barn to bedroom & study. Extension to form utility, roof with dormer above – Minor Amendment Granted.

Copy correspondence from East Devon District Council Enforcement Officer to Mr R Steer‑Kemp re 167B High Street, Honiton EX14 1LQ – Replacement Windows at Rear in uPVC – Noted.

Devon County Council – Notification under Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 – Temporary Prohibition of Through Traffic – Streamers Meadow, Honiton – Monday 16 March 2009 08.00‑16.00 – Noted (Notice if placed on New Street noticeboard).

Signed Chair







3 March 2009

Cllr Farnham queried the situation regarding the temporary signs currently on display at The Globe. The Clerk informed Members that the East Devon District Council enforcement officer was dealing with this situation.

317. 
The Chair closed the meeting at 8.17pm.

Signed Chair







3 March 2009

COPIES OF THIS DOCUMENT ARE AVAILABLE IN LARGE PRINT ON REQUEST

