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Honiton Town Council

Minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held at the Council Offices, New Street, Honiton on Tuesday 16 February 2010
Members present

St Michael’s Ward



St Paul’s Ward

Cllr M J Teare (Chairman)


Cllr R E Coombs


Cllr M R Allen




Cllr J P Corke
Cllr J J Ayres




Cllr R A Farnham
Cllr A Boom




Cllr Mrs S Groves

Cllr P J Fleming




Cllr Mrs V A Howard

Cllr J B Taylor




Cllr Mrs M D Morgan
Cllr V C Whitlock
** Also District Councillor







10/10
To accept apologies for absence

Cllr Ash (P); Cllr Casson (P); Cllr M McGuire (S); Cllr Halse (P)
10/11
To confirm the minutes of the Planning Committee held on 19 January 2010
The minutes of the above meeting had been circulated. They were approved and signed as a true record.

10/12
To receive declarations of interest in items on the agenda

It was noted that provision of Allotments is a Town Council project and that the Standards Board for East Devon District Council had advised that there is no issue of predetermination
Cllr Farnham – The Cedars – personal
Cllr Fleming – Allotments – Cllr Fleming confirmed that he had requested that his name be removed from the proposed Allotments waiting list

10/13
The following applications were considered, based on the information available. 

Participation of those Councillors who are also Members of the District Council in both the debate and subsequent vote is on the basis that the views expressed are preliminary views taking account of the information presently made available to the Town Council. The District Councillors reserve their final views on the application until they are in full possession of all the relevant arguments for and against. 

	09/2561/FUL
The Town Council supports this application.  The Clerk was instructed to seek clarification on whether planning permission is required for satellite dishes and notes that two other satellite dishes are already in place

	Mr M Musialkowski
	8 Meadows Crescent, Streamers Meadow, Honiton EX14 2UZ
Installation of satellite dish


	10/0058/FUL
Prior to submitting comments, the Town Council wished to seek clarification from East Devon District Council as to what advice had been given previously to neighbouring residents on whether planning permission 
Signed Chair

was required or had been sought for boundary alterations in an open plan area

	Ms E Wiltshire
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	23 Roman Way, Honiton EX14 1PT
Retention of fence to front and southern boundary and erection of fence to northern boundary
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	10/0174/MFUL
The Town Council supports this application.  The Town Council agrees with the proposal that a suitable landscaping scheme be agreed with the local authority as part of a condition attached to any forthcoming planning consent.  The Town Council does not agree with the possible intention of Highways Agency to seek a financial contribution towards the upgrade of the Turks Head junction.  The Town Council requests that East Devon District Council seeks the views of Gittisham Parish Council and takes account of the colour scheme when the development is viewed from the Blackdown Hills 


	Nu Heat UK Ltd

	Devonshire Road, Heathpark Industrial Estate, Honiton 

EX14 1SD
Construction of warehouse and distribution facility with two storey offices and associated car parking/service area

	10/0175/FUL
The Town Council supports this application

	Mr I Searle            

	25 Hale Lane, Honiton EX14 1HN
Replacement utility room and garage



	10/0176/LBC
The Town Council supports this application and welcomes the sympathetic improvements to the building.  The Town Council also supports the comments from the officers regarding treatment
	Mr M Meeke

	107 High Street, Honiton 

EX14 1PE
Replacement roof coverings, new slate hanging to rear, removal of roof access and internal works of repair
                  

	10/0199/LBC
The Town Council supports this application
	Ms M Selway
	Flat 1 119 High Street, Honiton
EX14 1LS

Installation of two replacement first floor windows in front elevation



	010/0214/FUL
The Town Council agreed to seek clarification from East Devon District Council that no objections had been received from neighbouring properties in respect of this application
Signed Chair
	Mr & Mrs T Flanagan
	17 Kings Road, Honiton 

EX14 1HW
Construction of two storey rear extension
                      2 March 2010
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10/14
To agree the planning application for Honiton Bottom Road Allotment Site for submission to East Devon District Council
The Chairman clarified that the planning application is currently in draft form for agreement prior to submission to East Devon District Council.  Once submitted there would be opportunity for representations from interested parties to be made to East Devon District Council under normal planning procedure.
The Chairman reported that questions had been received in advance of the meeting.  The Chairman declared the meeting out of session.
Mrs Kimbell of 33 Marker Way, Honiton addressed the meeting.  Mrs Kimbell questioned who would be responsible for maintenance of the hedge between 33 Marker Way and the proposed allotment site if responsibility for the site is handed over to Honiton Allotment Association.

Mrs Kimbell raised the following questions:

A
Your planning application declares that you have consulted neighbours and local community about the proposal.  When did you consult with neighbours affected by this proposal, by what means did you contact them and what was the response?

B
What documentary evidence do you have of your consultation of neighbours about the present proposal?

C
We are, according to your own description, the only property bordering the site.  Why then were we, as the only neighbour affected by the proposal, not allowed a copy of, or even to see, the draft planning application in advance?

The Chairman responded that, following receipt of Mr and Mrs Kimbell’s questions in advance of the meeting, he had been advised by the Town Clerk that ongoing consultation had taken place over a number of years.  The Chairman would not be able to respond fully to all questions during the meeting.  However, the Town Clerk had also advised that a full written reply to Mr and Mrs Kimbell’s questions would be available in due course, together with the evidence requested.

The Chairman advised that the draft planning application had not been available to the public prior to the meeting as it was not in the public domain.  Upon submission to East Devon District Council planning applications become public documents.

Mr Kimbell circulated a document titled Protecting Trees from Construction Damage: A Homeowner’s Guide to Councillors and raised the following questions:
A
At question 16 on your planning application you declare that there are no trees or hedges on the site when there is most certainly a very large oak tree and the hedge adjoining our property.  What is the agreement between Honiton Town Council and the Local Planning Authority tree officer that allows you to say on your form something that is not true?

The Chairman advised that, in consultation with East Devon District Council, the development had been moved away from the oak tree in order to minimise impact to the tree.

B
Is it true the Landowner in this case is also the Local Planning Authority?

The Chairman confirmed that the Landowner is also the Local Planning Authority.

C
What independent professional advice has been sought about the damage that will be done to the roots of the oak by the preparation and compaction of an unloading and turning area beneath the crown of this tree?

D
Why has this parking, unloading and turning area been placed in the one place where it can do damage to the environment?  Why is this service area not placed in the middle of the allotments where it would be most useful and least problematic for access and avoiding damage to this tree?

E
Why is Honiton Town Council ignoring even the fundamentals of British Standard 5837 (2005) and failing to properly protect this significant tree?

Signed Chair
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F
Is it true that the covenant that originally protected the use of this field as open space in perpetuity was removed by East Devon District Council?

The Chairman advised that there had not been any change to the covenant and that the definition of open space included the provision of allotments.

G
Is there an intention to move the lamppost that will be in the mouth of the new, 8 metre wide vehicle access gate on Honiton Bottom Road?

The Chairman confirmed that the Town Council will liaise with Devon County Council if the lamppost has to be moved.

H
Why is this gate not shown correctly on the plans?

I 
Parking in Honiton Bottom Road already reaches the existing gate at the north of the proposed site.  Why has no account been taken of parked cars that will be displaced along Honiton Bottom Road when the new yellow lines are installed?

The Chairman advised that the Town Council has previously consulted with Devon County Council on parking issues and the draft plan reflects the advice received.

J
Why has no account been taken of how this displaced parking will affect access and visibility for vehicles trying to enter and leave the allotments?

K
Will allotment holders be expected to bring their equipment and materials by car, drop them at the site, take their car back home and then walk back to the allotment rather than park outside after dropping off their goods?

L
What requirements are included in the plans to prevent chemicals leaching from buried storage units into the soil as a result of heavy rain?

The Chairman advised that any issue with chemicals will be dealt with in the lease agreement between the Town Council and Honiton Allotment Association.

The Chairman declared the meeting back in session.

Following further discussion of the issues raised, it was agreed that more time be allowed for consideration of the detailed response from the Town Clerk.   It was resolved to defer submission of the planning application.
10/15
To make Councillors aware of the current situation at The Cedars

The Chairman advised that East Devon District Council has agreed to defer any action until after the court hearing later in the year.
The Chairman declared the meeting out of session.

The Chairman advised members of the public present that the Town Council had asked East Devon District Council to leave residents at The Cedars in place until properties become vacant.  The Chairman of the Senior Council for Honiton addressed the meeting outlining residents’ concerns and seeking support from the Town Council for their discussions with East Devon District Council. The Town Council is aware that the uncertainty over the future is very difficult for residents.  

The Chairman declared the meeting back in session.

The Town Council resolved to support the Senior Council in seeking a meeting with East Devon District Council to discuss the situation.  It was also resolved that the Town Council be represented at the court hearing in Bristol later in the year.

It was resolved that the Town Council explore the opportunity for dwellings that are permanently occupied to become a rural exception.
Signed Chair
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10/16
Update on the Aldi application

Notification had been received that a revised application would be submitted which would come before the Planning Committee at a later date.
10/17
Notification of planning decisions and copy letters

· 09/2513/TRE – 39 Biddington Way, Honiton EX14 2GU – 1 x Ash 25% crown reduction via thinning & crown lift over garden, 1 x Oak 25% crown reduction via thinning, 1 x Birch fell – split decision
· TPO 3/2010 – 39 Biddington Way, Honiton EX14 2GU – notification of tree preservation order

· 09/2345/FUL – 28 Glen Farm Crescent, Honiton EX14 2GX – 2 storey side extension including dormer – granted

· 10/0015/TRE – 51 Kings Gardens, Kerslakes Court, Honiton EX14 1FL – lift crown and re-pollard 1 x Lime tree – granted

· 09/2454/TRE – 62 Pine Park Road, Honiton EX14 2HP – 3 x Pine trees: remove lowest road side limbs, 2 x Pine trees: fell – granted

· 09/2444/TRE – 16 Heron Road, Honiton EX14 2GL – remove a number of specified limbs from 4 Ash trees – split decision

· 09/2463/COU – 245 High Street, Honiton EX14 1AH – change of use of first floor residential accommodation to offices for temporary six month period – granted
· 09/2566/FUL – 4 Oaklea, Honiton EX14 1XH – single storey extension – granted

· 09/1652/FUL – 9 Brand Close (land Adj), Honiton EX14 2FE – erection of attached dwelling – granted

· 10/0027/FUL – 31 Honiton Bottom Road, Honiton EX14 2EP – construction of ground floor side extension – granted

· Land at rear of 41 High Street, Honiton – notification of permitted development

· 03/F0168 – The Cedars, Otter Valley Park, Honiton EX14 4PS – compliance with enforcement notice

· 09/2095/LBC – Congregational Church, High Street, Honiton EX14 1PE - response from East Devon District Council 

· Marshalls – notification of correspondence 

10/18
Close of meeting

The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.40pm.
Signed Chair
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