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Honiton Town Council

Minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held at the Council Offices, New Street, Honiton on Tuesday 6 July 2010 
Members present

St Michael’s Ward



St Paul’s Ward

Cllr M J Teare (Chairman)


Cllr R E Coombs
Cllr M R Allen




Cllr J P Corke

Cllr Mrs S A Casson



Cllr D Foster
Cllr P E Fleming



Cllr Mrs S Groves
Cllr M McGuire




Cllr Mrs V A Howard
Cllr J B Taylor




Cllr Mrs M D Morgan
Cllr V C Whitlock





** Also District Councillor







10/75
To accept apologies for absence
Cllr Ash (P); Cllr Boom (P); Cllr Farnham (AL); Cllr Halse (P)
It was noted that Cllr Halse was present as an observer.

10/76
To confirm the Minutes of the Planning Committee held on 15 June 2010 
The minutes of the above meeting had been circulated.  They were approved and signed as a true record.
10/77
To receive declarations of interest in items on the agenda
The Chairman reported that he had been advised by the Town Clerk that all Councillors have a personal interest in Agenda Item 5 – Allotments, as this is a Town Council project, and that no one Councillor has a greater interest than any other.  The following declarations of interest were received:
Cllr Teare – Allotments – personal

Cllr Fleming – Allotments – personal

Cllr McGuire – Allotments – personal.  It was noted that Cllr McGuire has special responsibility for allotments

Cllr Casson – Allotments – personal

Cllr Whitlock – Allotments – personal

Cllr Howard – Allotments – personal

Cllr Morgan – Allotments – personal

Cllr Corke – Allotments – personal

Cllr Allen – Allotments – personal.  The Chairman advised Cllr Allen that he may wish to declare a prejudicial interest as he is one of the applicants to register land at Honiton Bottom Road as a village green.  Cllr Allen confirmed that his interest is personal as the Town Council has not yet determined its response to the village green application.

Cllr Coombs – 10/1194/TRE – 19 Lilley Walk – personal and Allotments – personal
Cllr Groves – 10/1127/FUL – 1 Shortridge Close – personal and Allotments – personal.  It was noted that Cllr Groves has special responsibility for allotments

Cllr Foster – Allotments – personal

Cllr Taylor – Allotments – personal

10/78
The following applications were considered, based on the information available. 

Participation of those Councillors who are also Members of the District Council in both the debate and subsequent vote is on the basis that the views expressed are preliminary views taking account of the information presently made available to the Town Council. The District Councillors reserve their final views on the application until they are in full possession of all the relevant arguments for and against. 

	10/1136/FUL
The Town Council supports this application
Signed Chair
	Mr B Gent

	Westgate, Parsonage Lane, Honiton EX14 9TF
Erection of porch to annexe

                       20 July 2010 

	10/1169/FUL

The Town Council supports this application
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Mr J Hillier

Collier Properties
	Units F and G, Reme Drive, Heathpark Industrial Estate, Honiton

Alterations to industrial unit involving installation of roller shutter door and new and replacement doors and windows



	10/1152/COU

The Town Council supports this application and notes the comments of the Environmental Health Officer with regard to the air conditioning unit


	The Vale Veterinary Group, Cullompton


	2 Duchy Road, Heathpark Industrial Estate, Honiton

Change of use to veterinary centre, external alterations and installation of air conditioning unit

	10/1127/FUL

The Town Council supports this application
	Mr & Mrs Fisher
	1 Shortridge Close, Honiton EX14 2YX

Single storey side and rear extensions and insertion of solar panels on garage roof



	DCC/3087/2010

Cllr Whitlock declared an interest in this item – personal

The Town Council noted the Tree Warden’s report and the report by Aspect Tree Consultancy to the agent of the applicant.  The Town Council objects to this application and recommends refusal on the grounds of the amenity value of the tree

	Mr S Robinson

Newholme Day Care Centre
	Newholme Volunteer Centre, Northcote Lane, Honiton EX14 1NH

Removal of Condition 3 of planning permission 09/0110/FUL to allow felling of mature crab apple tree

	10/1039/ADV

The Town Council noted and agreed with the comments of the Conservation Officer.  The Town Council approved this application subject to there being 1 no hanging sign only
	Mr P Richards

Tiber Properties
	Lace Walk, Honiton

Display of replacement signage to High Street entrance, including fascia, banner and 2no hanging signs, and new signage to pavilion at entrance from car park at rear


	10/1198/TRE

The Tree Warden was unable to gain access to property to carry out full survey.  Tree was visible from side of property, but with restricted view. The rear of the property faces South and the tree is situated in the South West corner of the garden.
Signed Chair

It forms part of the boundary hedge between three properties.  Height could not be ascertained, but the tree was only approximately 1m higher than the hedge, the canopy does not spread as far as what would be expected of this tree.  Although unable to see into the canopy from point of observation, it may have been reduced at sometime in the past.  The oak appears to have very little effect on light to the house or garden.  Reducing the height of the boundary edge would be more beneficial in regard to light to the property.  The Town Council objects to this application on the grounds set out in the Tree Warden’s report

	Mr Ford
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	7 Mathews Close, Honiton EX14 2WD

1 x Oak: Reduce and reshape crown by 25%

                        20 July 2010 

	10/1194/TRE

The Town Council agrees to abide by the decision of the East Devon District Council Tree Officer, but emphasises the Tree Officer’s comments from the previous application that the application gives insufficient information or reasons to justify the felling of a protected tree that with time will recover from past management work


	Mr B Steel
	19 Lilley Walk, Honiton EX14 2EA

1 x Sycamore:  Fell


10/79
10/1175/COU – Open space north of Battishorne Way, Honiton – Change of use of land to site 46 allotments with access and parking – to note the submission of the Town Council’s application to East Devon District Council
It was noted that the Town Council’s planning application had been submitted to East Devon District Council and that the period of public consultation was under way.
The Chairman reported that questions had been received from Mrs Kimbell and declared the meeting out of session.

Mrs Kimbell confirmed that she did not wish to read out the questions.  The Chairman advised that the Officers would respond in due course to the questions which were received as follows:

The Town Council’s planning application has been submitted to East Devon District Council (10/1175/COU).  We shall submit our comments via the proper channels.  However, I consider two issues should be brought to the attention of the wider public now.

PPS23 sets out the Government’s core policy and principles on “the most important aspects of land use planning”.  PPS23 puts the responsibility on the developer to ensure that the land is suitable for the proposed use.  Allotments are considered a particularly sensitive end use.  Food for personal consumption is to be grown on this proposed site.  Any previous contamination assessments would have been for suitability for housing use – firstly, use as allotments requires a more stringent assessment than use for houses, and secondly, this area of designated open space is outside the permitted housing development area of the Battishorne Farm site so there would have been no reason for an assessment.  
Signed Chair
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Any assessment performed over 15 years ago may not reflect up-to-date standards and requirements.  PPS23 says that contamination can occur on greenfield sites as well as brownfield sites, and can arise from natural as well as man-made sources.  It is in the interests of the public, including potential allotment holders, that there is reliable and recent evidence that this land is free of contamination.  

Why has the Town Council not provided an environmental desktop report with this application (10/1175/COU)?

The planning application in all its drafts (and the final submitted version 10/1175/COU) has consistently maintained in the written Design & Access statement that a strip 65-70 metres wide next to Honiton Bottom Road is to be used for allotments.  The field is approximately 120 metres at its widest (north end) and around 50 metres wide at the south end.  A strip 65-70 metres wide is well over half of the area of the field.
Why does the Town Council say their intention is to use less than half of the field (north of Battishorne Way) for allotments, when they continue to indicate in their publicly available Design & Access statement that more than half of the field is to be used?

The Chairman declared the meeting back in session.

Cllr Allen expressed concern that the Town Council has submitted an erroneous planning application.  The Chairman advised that Cllr Allen’s comment was outside the agenda item, was noted and that the Officers would reply in due course.

10/80
Notification of planning decisions and copy letters
· 10/0569/FUL – Cotfield, Rosewell Close, Honiton EX14 1QU – construction of bungalow – granted
· 10/0675/TRE – protection of T4 Yew tree – the comments of the East Devon District Council Tree Officer were noted as follows:  Assuming that the tree has a stem diameter of more than 7.5cm when measured at a height of 1.5m above the ground then the tree will be subject to the same requirements as the other trees, that is to give EDDC 42 days notice (section 211 notice) of any proposed works.  If the tree is smaller than this then it will have no protection and is unlikely to merit a TPO as it will have little or no public amenity value.

10/81
Close of meeting
The Chairman closed the meeting at 7.40pm.

Signed Chair
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