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  Honiton Town Council


Minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held at the Council Offices, New Street, Honiton on Tuesday the 2nd of December 2008
Members present

	St Michael’s Ward
	St Paul’s Ward

	Cllr M J Teare (Chairman)
	Cllr Miss V Ash

	Cllr Mrs S A Casson
	Cllr R E Coombs

	Cllr P J Fleming
	Cllr J P Corke

	Cllr J B Taylor
	Cllr R A Farnham 

	
	Cllr Mrs M D Morgan


268.   
To accept apologies for absence.

Cllr Boom (P), Cllr Holloway (P), Cllr Howard (P), Cllr McGuire (A/L), Cllr Whitlock (P).

269.
To confirm the minutes of the Planning Committee held on 18 November 2008. 

The minutes of the above meeting had been circulated.  They were approved and signed as a true record.

270. 
Change to agenda

Cllr Teare advised Members that item 6 had been removed as the applicant had not yet received formal notification of the decision. Cllr Teare also advised Members that a new item 7 (as separately advised) would be discussed following a recent meeting with the Highways Agency re the A35 junction.

271.
To receive declarations of interest in items on the agenda.

Cllr Morgan – A35 (personal).

272.
To receive and consider a report on the Tesco Appeal Inquiry November 2008

The Clerk had circulated a report following the recent Appeal Inquiry. This was noted. Cllr Coombs proposed that the matter be discussed further once the Inspector’s decision was known and this was agreed.

273. 
The following applications were considered, based on the information available:‑

	08/2898/FUL

The Town Council would support the views of the conservation officer and would recommend refusal
	Mr John Whittaker
	Sarah Hodge, 9 New Street, Honiton EX14 1HA

Replacement of metal framed first floor window with new uPVC picture type window



	08/2976/FUL

The Town Council welcomes an ATM at the eastern end of town but questions its position in a place where people queue to wait for the Post Office to open. We believe there are safety implications and would ask for the ATM to be moved further down the building if possible


	Post Office
	64 High Street, Honiton EX14 1PB

Installation of external ATM machine



	08/2980/FUL

The Town Council would recommend this application for approval and notes that there is sufficient space for this development which does not lose offroad parking and does not affect any trees
	Miss S L Williams & Mr A M Podbery
	1 Summers Terrace, Glanvill Way, Honiton EX14 2HB

First floor extension

	
	
	

	Signed Chair
	
	16 December 2008

	08/2692/ADV Amendment

The Town Council approves this amendment 
	Punch Taverns Ltd
	New Dolphin Hotel, 115 High Street, Honiton EX14 1LS

Advertising signs


274.
To consider and comment on draft proposals put forward by the Highways Agency concerning safety measures for the Kings Road/Monkton Road junction

The Clerk had circulated a report following a meeting she and Cllr Morgan had had with the Highways Agency. Following discussion it was agreed to make the following recommendations to the Town Council.

Preferred option 

Signalised junction on each arm of the roundabout (drawing 83/01/01) was unanimously agreed.

Comments on proposed signalised options

· To allow pedestrians to cross three roads safely there is a need for three crossings. 

· Other options would mean pedestrians had to detour and cross more than one road, encouraging crossing at the wrong point.

· Particularly taking into account the residents of Seeability, this option would solve the current issue of crossing point for wheelchair users.

· Recommend moving all crossings further away from the roundabout to reduce congestion and remove danger to pedestrians and the hazards of HGVs stopped on or close to the roundabout.

· Suggest varying timings and sequences.

· Point out traffic congestion from current situation which may be improved by signalled crossings.

· Other options don’t help people walking from the High Street.

· Narrow pavements on both sides of the junction plus the steep incline at the corner make the Monkton Road crossing options unviable for pedestrians, especially the elderly and disabled.

· The Monkton Road crossing options do not solve the problems of people having to cross from the eastern to the western side of Kings Road.

· The signalised roundabout option would be of benefit to the residents of Langford Avenue as it would make it easier for them to get out of the turning.

Comments on safety measures

· Increasing the doming is not a good idea as it creates an adverse camber for HGVs.

· Double yellow lines in Kings Road would be welcome.

· Unbroken white line/no overtaking in Kings Road would be welcome.

· Need to address Copper Castle junction (Pine Park Road) – suggest replacement of red hatchings with turning lanes.

· Dispute Kings Road not being wide enough for refuges – contrast with A375 Sidmouth Road – it is essential that people can cross the road especially to access public transport.

· Feel that speed limit should be dropped to 30mph (built up area and driveway access) then 40mph higher up until Offwell turning.

· Need for bus stops in pairs (either side of road) but in safe locations (i.e. not near the roundabout for example) to address no bus stop between congregational church and Mount Pleasant, Offwell and on Dunkeswell Road. 

· Better signage for traffic coming off A30 on to Monkton Road – signage or arrows needed.

275.
Notification of planning decisions & copy letters

· 08/2094/COU – Mr D Blackmore – 14 Queen Street, Honiton EX14 1HB – 3 new flats, 2 converted flats & 1 maisonette – variation to previous applications. Approved.

· 08/2238/COU – Honiton Golf Club – Middlehills, Northleigh Hill Road, Honiton EX14 9TR – Change of use of land for supplementary car parking and formation of new access. Refused.

· Town and Country Planning General Regulations 1992 – Application under Section 73(A) of the Town & Country Planning Act 1990 for the variation of conditions (b) and (c) of planning permission 92/P1546 to allow for the provision of non‑residential day care and use of premises for office accommodation until 1 November 2010 at Pine Park House. Approved.

Signed Chair







18 December 2008

276.
The Chair closed the meeting at 7.45pm.

Signed Chair






18 December 2008
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